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CITY OF PLAINFIELD 
1949 


Plainfield, an attractive suburban community of 37,469 (1940 U. S. 
Census) population, known as the ‘Queen City” of New Jersey and as a 
“City of Beautiful Trees” because of its 20,000 well-preserved and well-cared 
for specimens valued at $2,000,000, is located 24 miles southwest of New 
York City and immediately south of the stately Watchung Mountains, 
covering an area of 5.97 square miles in the western section of Union 
County, with an above sea level elevation of 105 feet. Its abundant supply 
_ of water, pumped from artesian wells, is always fresh and pure. 


Its location is convenient to seashore, mountains, lakes and metropolitan 
New York, with railroad services supplied by the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey, Baltimore and Ohio, and the Reading Company, the Greyhound, 
Lakes-to-Sea bus lines passing through the City. Bus transportation is also 
supplied by the Public Service Co-ordinated Transport, the Somerset Bus 
Company, Mount Bethel Bus Company, and the Summit-Plainfield Bus 
Company. Plainfield highways are U.S. 22, New Jersey 28 and 29. 


A mayor and 11 councilmen form Plainfield’s government; one coun- 
cilman is elected from each of its four wards each year and three at-large 
every other year, all serving without pay. Its citizens take an active interest 
in civic and school affairs. 


With use of land regulated by zoning, the city abounds in residential 
advantages and home building opportunities in beautiful surroundings. The 
1940 Census indicates that 50.7 per cent of Plainfielders owned their own 
homes; that 85.8 per cent were single dwellings; 11.3 per cent two-family 
dwellings, and 2.9 per cent multi-family dwellings. Completed are a number 
of large garden apartments. 


The Plainfield public school system is modern and progressive in every 
particular. There is a fine high school building, athletic field, and 11 
elementary schools centrally located with respect to residential sections, and 
two new schools planned, one already under construction, to replace three 
old. In addition, Plainfield has two parochial schools, and in or near the 
city are several of the East’s outstanding day, boarding, and private schools. 


Plainfield has a well-stocked, intelligently managed public library; its 
art gallery is the fourth oldest in the State. Its physicians and dentists 
are of high calibre, and it is served by the widely known Muhlenberg 
Hospital. 


There is a well developed modern shopping district of 750 retail 
establishments, five banks, seven savings building and loan associations, 
four theatres, a strictly modern hotel and several small hotels, and one 
daily newspaper. The city is the recognized business center for a trading 
area of a 30-mile radius encompassing a population of 189,851. It is 
interesting to note that Plainfield ranked seventh best among retail sales 
for all cities in the United States of populations from 35,000 to 50,000 
according to the 1940 U. S. Census. 


Recreational facilities include 14 playgrounds and the City maintains 
a paid full-staffed department to supervise a varied program of sports 
throughout the year. There are two parks within its borders under the 
jurisdiction of the Union County Park Commission, which have facilities 
for baseball, softball, tennis, soccer, football, archery, lawn bowling, 
horseshoe pitching, band concerts, picnicking, cricket, field hockey, fishing, 
and ice skating. In Plainfield’s immediate vicinity are several outstanding 
golf, field and gun clubs. 


Congregations of every creed meet in dignified houses of worship, 
numbering approximately 40, and a spirit of friendship exists among the 
various denominations. Music, art, and literature are represented by special 
organizations, both public and private. The social life of the community is 
advanced by numerous clubs and fraternities and it boasts of six service 
organizations, both men and women. Character building and welfare agencies 
receive financial support from the Community Chest. 


While primarily residential in character, with an excellent climate and 
noted for its civic and cultural advancement, Plainfield is the home of 
a number of substantial and well-known industries whose principal products 
are: motor trucks and buses, tools and hardware, industrial adhesives, 
castings, newspaper machinery, hats, clothing, paper, wood and metal 
products, and specialties. Including service plants and laboratories, there 
are 115 industrial establishments employing an estimated 6,100 persons, 
with annual earnings of $18,300,000.00 peacetime. Relations between labor 
and management are by far better than average. 


With excellent police and fire protection, Plainfield has more than 89 
miles of well-paved streets, more than 97 miles of sanitary and 39 miles of 
storm sewers, and enjoys an AA Moody credit rating. 


As people discover the healthfulness of suburban living, its restful 
charms, and unbounded opportunities for outdoor recreation—and these 
will all be found in Plainfield—the movement of the public from the con- 
gested centers of great cities to this community becomes more pronounced 
each year. 


Persons interested in residential information, business opportunities, 
or industrial plant locations, are invited to communicate with the Chamber 
of Commerce of the Plainfields, 7 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 


MAYOR’S ANNUAL MESSAGE 


January 1, 1950 


To the Honorable Members of the 
Plainfield-Common Council 


Gentlemen: 


We have just completed a busy and productive year both in the official 
action of our Governing Body and in citizen participation in our civic 
affairs. It has been a source of gratification to me to see the manner in 
which our citizens have responded to requests to undertake various civic 
projects proposed during the course of the year. Our Fourth of July and 
80th Anniversary Celebration was outstanding because of the whole-hearted 
efforts of our General Chairman and his committee members and because 
of the fine cooperation we received from all of our neighboring communities. 
Our spring Clean-Up Campaign was a further example of active volunteer 
committee leadership and city-wide cooperation. Another group of our 
citizens undertook a detailed study of the Faulkner Commission Report on 
Local Government. Their conscientious efforts and careful consideration 
resulted in a report which will undoubtedly be referred to time and again 
when the subject of the form of local government is up for discussion. 
Our Plainfield Area Safety Council has continued to give a fine account of 
itself, and during its recent safety campaign it was assisted by a com- 
mittee composed of representatives of our many active service organizations. 
Plainfield as a community and its government will continue to be outstanding 
so long as its citizens maintain such active interest and are willing to 
shoulder their share of civic responsibilities and undertakings. 


FINANCE 


Our financial condition is excellent and we continue to enjoy the 
highest possible credit rating among municipalities of our State. Our total 
bonded debt is $2,021,000 — the lowest level reached in the past 25 years 
— but it should be pointed out that it will soon be increased by an additional 
$1,400,000 which has already been approved for the replacement of two 
schools. Our Pension Commission will require ever-increasing contributions 
from current revenues, and welfare costs have moved sharply upward. 
Our sewer system will undoubtedly require the bonding of additional 
large sums in the near future. Our hard-working and able Public Works 
Department and Committee, guided by a very competent sanitary engineer, 
have enabled us to complete improvements in the Joint Meeting Disposal 
Plant and substantial progress has been made on the work for the south 
side relief sewer and in formulating plans for the outfall sewer to the 
Raritan River. 


Construction costs still exhibit some instability and there are indications 
that we have reached our peak of tax collections. For example, as of 
November 1, 1949, our collections were $80,000 below the 1948 level and 
sales from delinquent taxes increased from 20 to 26 parcels, 11 of which 
were improved properties. Caution should therefore be used in undertaking 
further construction programs which will place undue strain on our future 
tax income. 


The problem of re-assessment of our ratables under the single assessor 
plan, commenced in 1948, has been making steady and adequate progress 
considering the magnitude of the task. The cooperation of our citizens has 
been remarkably good. Only 12 tax appeals reached the County Board, 
where 7 were dismissed and 5 adjusted in an assessment reduction totalling 
but $2,100. With a continuance of such cooperation, we have high hopes 
that the great bulk of the program will be completed by the end of the 
coming year and that we will have accomplished the objective of a fair 
and equitable distribution of the tax load so far as the same can be reached 
under present law. 
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PLANNING 


In times past we have been neglectful of long-range, over-all planning. 
Our Planning Board deserves the highest praise for the vigorous and 
conscientious way it has been working. Its work to date has been largely 
that of investigation and the acquisition of facts, although a number of 
concrete recommendations have come from the Board. In the year ahead, 
it will be ready to offer further definite proposals to the Council and 
community at large. A traffic artery plan for the City is a pressing need. 
The ultimate disposition of the main railroad station property now under 
lease is another of the many problems on which this board can furnish 
leadership. We should develop a long-range plan for garbage disposal in 
cooperation with our neighboring communities and cannot rest on reaching 
a temporary solution of this problem through any lease of a disposal 
unit or of additional dumping grounds. We also need to develop flood 
control plans in cooperation with the Union County Park Commission, 
North Plainfield, and the municipalities to the east along Green Brook, 
which will include the preservation of lands adjoining the brook as basins 
to prevent the precipitous flow of flood waters. The Board will need the 
open-minded and active cooperation of the Council, the Parking Committee, 
the Area Safety Council, the Department of Public Works Committee, the 
Board of Education, and the Police Committee, to name but a few of the 
representative groups whose programs fit into the building of a master 
plan. Many of our service organizations cooperated in forming a City 
Beautification Committee to work with the Planning Board, and we are 
expecting results from this group in the year ahead. It must always be kept 
in mind that the matter of planning is not alone the responsibility of the 
Planning Board but is a problem for thought and discussion by the entire 
community. 


PARKING ANC TRAFFIC 


A priority should be given to the problems of off-street parking and 
traffic in the City. We hold an outstanding reputation as a center of retail 
trade, and to maintain this position, it will be absolutely essential to 
provide adequate off-street parking and proper facilities so that traffic 
may flow freely through our down-town area. Our first off-street parking 
lot was completed during December of 1948 and since then has been used 
by over 200,000 cars, has produced revenue of approximately $25,000, and 
has stimulated business activity and the growth and increase of ratables 
in its surrounding area. We should waste no time in providing an adequate 
off-street parking lot in the west end of our business section. This step 
should be taken quickly and carried out boldly because our experience 
indicates the many advantages which will result from such action. The 
fact that the City is assisting with this problem should in no wise deter 
private business from providing additional off-street parking space for its 
patrons and for general public use. The need, both municipal and private, 
is great. 


We have begun a drivers’ training course in our high school in addition 
to the safe-driving school sponsored by our Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
We passed an ordinance controlling the height of shrubbery at intersections 
in the interest of safety. Our Police Department has received a first-place 
award for traffic enforcement from the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police, our Magistrate’s Court received another first-place award from 
the American Bar Association for improvements in traffic court procedure, 
and our City received a third-place award from the National Safety Council 
based on all aspects of traffic enforcement. These are noteworthy achieve- 
ments but an inventory of our activities has led to the opinion by experts 
that we are definitely weak in the field of traffic engineering. The 
prospective increase in traffic, which may be doubled in 1960 over what it 
was in 1941, points to the necessity for our providing adequate engineering 
service. This could possibly be achieved in cooperation with one or more 
of our neighboring municipalities. 


HOUSING 


The 1949 valuation of building permits issued amounted to 3% millions 
of dollars — the highest since 1927. This construction will provide approxi- 
mately 410 new family units — an all-time high. However, surveys made in 
the past, and now even casual observation will show that we have a 
considerable number of sub-standard housing accommodations in our City. 
Such units poison our community socially and economically. The owners 
of these places have, for one reason or another, been unable or unwilling 
to improve them, They should not be permitted to continue in their present 
state. Several methods of proceeding are available to us. The most desirable 
way is to stimulate the initiative of the owners into accepting their 
responsibility toward their community and their fellow men. Generalized 
deploring of conditions will have little effect; it should be done by direct 
appeal to the individual owners. In some cases this method may not prove 
practical. Pressure must be brought through a judicious but vigorous and 
constant enforcement of our sanitary and building codes and through the 
strengthening of these and other ordinances as the need is apparent. 
We should also give early and careful consideration to the establishment of 
a local housing authority. This problem has come before the Council several 
times in years past. Much of the debate on both sides of the question has 
been emotional and cloudy rather than clear, analytical, and well-founded 
in fact. There is no question that such action by government is attendant 
with certain dangers which must be carefully guarded against and the 
various costs of such a program need to be given full weight. On the other 
hand, these can be far outweighed by the dangers and costs of not taking 
such action. A well-conceived and administered program of low-rent housing 
may very well be a necessary step to avoid undue hardship, to eliminate our 
worst examples of slum housing, and to change the downward trend of 
certain areas of the City for which we have been paying a price that will 
increase unless firm action is taken. 


YOUTH 


Our Recreation Department, which is set up primarily to furnish 
facilities for the young people of our City, has been making steady progress 
in broadening its program and is looking forward to completing the enlarged 
Plainfield Avenue playground with shelter facilities to take care of the 
youngsters and small neighborhood gatherings. As our financial situation 
permits, the department will press for the development of the Rushmore 
Avenue tract, which will eventually offer needed athletic facilities in the 
west end of the City. 


Our Youth Guidance Council has not yet been able to assume an 
active place in our community organization but it is hoped that this body 
will make real progress in the coming year. Its Adjustment Committee, 
which was to take over the work of the old Parent-Child Assistance Com- 
mittee, has, because of legal difficulties, been unable to supply the need 
that exists. 


Since our school system. is in close and constant touch with the great 
majority of our children, I would suggest that our Board of Education 
give thought to enlarging its guidance program into a well integrated plan 
for dealing with all adjustment problems, including the incipient behavior 
problems which can be readily detected through a child’s school relation- 
ships. This could take the form of a child service bureau which could 
co-ordinate the work of the various departments now dealing with health, 
attendance, guidance, tests and measurements, and placement. 


POLICE 


A year’s close acquaintance with Police Board matters has led to the 
conclusion, and I so recommend to the Council, that approximately five 
additional patrolmen be added to our department at an early date. The 
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general analysis of past surveys and of the National Safety Council, as well 
as the practical experience of our Chief with the volume of police work in 
the City, point to the need for an enlarged force. Such an increase should 
also aid in bringing about a schedule which will give our policemen at 
least some relief from their present 48-hour working week. There is much 
justification in their request for a 40-hour week, and although the impact 
of an immediate adjustment would probably be too great, it is a goal 
toward which we should move. 


FIRE 


Our Fire Department has made considerable progress in the past 12 
months. A new pumping engine and aerial ladder truck have been added to 
its equipment, a personnel merit rating system adopted, a schedule of 
reduced working hours installed, six new members added to the force, 
and well-deserved promotions made to the ranks of Captain and Lieutenant. 


The problems of proper fire-fighting and fire prevention service become 
increasingly complicated with the development of our City, including the 
increased congestion in the business and residential districts and new 
industrial activities. This makes it imperative that we maintain our 
department at a high level of efficiency, not only by way of equipment 
and manpower but also by way of proper legal authority, particularly in 
the field of fire prevention. Replacement of old apparatus should be 
considered, an up-to-date official guide of rules and regulations for the 
conduct of officers and men adopted, and a modern fire prevention ordinance 
enacted. In a study of our public buildings, thought should be given to the 
decentralization of most of our equipment now located at central head- 
quarters by the eventual erection of new fire stations in several sections of 
the City. 


HEALTH 


Our Health Department has finally rebuilt its personnel strength to 
where it can begin to carry on adequately. In addition to its regular 
activities, a rat control program begun in October of last year has 
accomplished some satisfactory results, and the Board will need funds 
to continue this work. Our Plumbing and Sanitary Codes need revision, 
and serious consideration should be given to a plan for eliminating ragweed 
and other noxious plants which cause so much suffering among our many 
citizens who are allergic to their pollen. 


Our Health Officer proposes a training program for all persons handling 
food for public consumption in the City, and I urge that all our citizens in 
this category give him full cooperation when the course is undertaken. 
The threat of a rabies epidemic has been met with an educational program 
and the requirement that all dogs be inoculated yearly against this disease. 
These forward steps still need to be undertaken on a State-wide basis. 
Meanwhile, it is my hope that our own citizens will cooperate whole- 
heartedly. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


There is an urgent need for a careful survey of our public buildings 
and the utilization of space by our various city departments. Our Police 
Department has been feeling the pressure for additional space, and our 
Fire Department should progress with a plan for decentralization. The 
quarters of our Welfare Department, now located in the old frame structure 
on Rock Avenue, are inefficient and subject its valuable records to an 
undue fire hazard. The use of our Public Library has been steadily 
increasing, and its facilities are in need of alteration and long-range 
planning for the future. Our City Yard has been somewhat improved and a 
program developed providing for further needed additions. 
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GENERAL 


There are many other matters deserving of attention in the year 
ahead: We have passed an ordinance regulating nurseries, boarding houses, 
and nursing homes and the difficult task of administration is being handled 
with discretion by our Building, Fire, and Police Departments, together with 
the Board of Health and Visiting Nurse Association, and co-ordinated by 
the able work of our City Clerk’s Office. With a half year’s experience 
behind us, I would suggest that the problems arising from its administration 
be reviewed so that any improvements that are indicated can be made; 
the sidewalks in many parts of the City are still in need of repair and 
replacement, and after going into this question, I am convinced that a 
full-time sidewalk inspector such as we had before 1931 will offer the only 
thorough solution; the construction of one or more comfort stations in our 
business area has been a recognized need for many years, and I hope that 
you will take the earliest opportunity to develop specific plans for such 
construction; our War Memorial Committee has continued to give thought 
to providing a suitable memorial to the veterans of the last great war, 
and we hope that some very definite proposals will be made for public 
consideration in the months ahead. The possibility of developing the Drake 
House, known as Washington’s Headquarters, into part of such a memorial 
has been proposed and needs to be thoroughly explored along with the other 
suggestions; we should maintain our efforts as a member of the Inter- 
Municipal Group for Better Rail Service and also be alert to ways and means 
of improving our bus transportation through and within the City; we 
need to study further the suggested plans for improving our street lighting, 
and our Shade Tree Commission has continued its usual fine work and 
is deserving of your support. 


Our City government has set a high standard of operation. In the 
months ahead let us keep the public interest the paramount guide to all 
our actions. Let us follow that guide to the best of our ability and do our 
work with vision and wisdom. Thus we will maintain the level our people 
expect of us; we will continue to enjoy their confidence and we will have 
a good year together. 


Respectfully, 


CARLYLE W. CRANE, Mayor 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK 1949 


To the Honorable Common Council 
City of Plainfield 
New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 
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I submit herewith my annual report for the year ending December 351, 
1949, of fees collected for licenses, etc., issued by this office as follows: 


STATEMENT OF REVENUE 


Dow Licenses seek iw a ee ea ie ee $ Dew: 
Dorelicensem(Seein oye ly yem Wy) eee eee ee eee none 
Pet Shop Haicenses ca ce ae eee aa eel ee 10.00 
Kennel) License gree as re oe ee ee eee eee 10.00. 
Kennel bicénse: 2 2a. eee ee a ne eee oe 25.00 
AnctioneerlicenS@saes clot eRe, See oe eee 1c ee eee 25-50 
Ma xic Thi CONSE Sik a rere eae eee ee ee, ee ee 10.50 
Taxi Driver hliicenseg. cesses eee ee ee eee eee 1.50 
Truck Driver Iulcenses (tte. ies 2. ee a eee 150) © 
Truckman JiGenses Ate c x oak Be ee oe cee ee FS ee 10.50 
CartManw@liCenses eerste ee re ee en ee eRe ee BN ele Be ee ee 10.50 
Cartmanewibhne horses bicemsemee ee sean ere ee eee Sei) 
Peddlermwathw vehicles bicen's csi sees ee eee ee eee eee DAS, ti) 
Peddlerzonn Mooteluicenses sce eee ee eee 15.50 
Peddler Assistant bial CONS Cc meee oe eee tet eee er ee ee 1.50 
Wholesales Junks Dealers License yes se ee ee eee 80.00 
Wiholesales Jnunikp Des lermlaicense eee ee ee eee 60.90 
Wholesales Junk Dealers TiveerSe spss. eee eee eee ee 50.00 
Retails dumic Dealer lil Ceri s ec imete ees ree ee e e 25.00 
Additional Truck—Retail Junk Dealer License .................-.- 10.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License ...-.-.-.-...-.--------..-+----- 75.00 
Poolroom’ and/or Bowling Alley License —_--.....-222------=-----— 60.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License -....-...-..-- Cec eee 40.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License ........-.......--.-----2-----:- 35.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License ..........-..--.-------..------- 30.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling) Alley License <..--.:..-:-.--0-------.----..- 20.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License 2-.2.--22-----...----= 15.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License .-..-..-..- lp es a wise. 10.00 
Poolroom and/or Bowling Alley License ..--........---.------.-.---.--- 5.00 
Strand if heatrema: glee \ wee eee ee eee ee 

Oxford Yl heater a we cts a ee eee ee, ee eee eee 
Paramount Theatre LOB AO IIESC A Ue eto ee ne ee 

Libertya Cheatrew yo We aca ee Pe ee ee eee 

tA CAdem ye Oller ER ir eee ee ee ee ere Ca ee : 
Entertainments license sums. 8 ees. a ee oe ee ees ee ee ee 1.00 
Ertertainment ebicensessm sss ee ee eee eee eee 2.00 
Entertainment laiGense sige cere casa ee en ees 3.00 
Entertammentebilcenses a - eek eee ee ee ee ee ee 4.00 
Entertainments Uicenses ee eee ee ee eee 5 00 
Entertain Men GilurCense geese ee ee ee ee eee eee 6.00 
Entertainmente 1Genseme cee ee ee ee 7.00 
Entertainments Licensee ee ee ee eee 20.00 
Entertainmento licen Sesser eee ee ee 22.00 
Entertainment. License me asec ee ee ee 23.00 
Entertainment Licensem mess. ees eee ee ee ee ee ee 24.00 
Duplicate “(Doet Tag sie a ae eee ee ee ee ee ee -50 
Oity Ma pst nee eee ee en ee Roce soe hog Nee oe ome: nee 2c eee 125 
Blection’ «Mapsreec a an ee ee Ce eee Pats 
SearchiiGertificategs org 2s ee ee eee ee 2.00 
Search. :Certificates = se be ee ee ee ee ee 2.205 
Search Certificates cles eee ee tees eee ee hee Se 2.50 
Searcha Certificates sec eee eee Petia 
Search. 'Certiticate: see ea eS Ee eee ee 3.00 
search: Certificates! pf (ee ee a ee Se eee ee ee 3.25 
Search Certificate yes ee ee ee ee ee eee eee Sal) 
Search? Certificates ss 4.2509 es ee ee eee 5.00 
Continuation, .Certificatesp es =i eee 250 
Orditiance JBoo ks gc ee ee ee ee eee 1.50 
Plenary Retail, Consumption) [icenses: 1,200.00 
Plenary Retail Distribution mlLeensesmet eee = eee 600.00 
Cluah slicénses, >...) 32 Se ae ee ee 150.00 
Transfer—Plenary Retail Consumption License ....----.-.--------- 120.00 
Transfers—Plenary Retail Distribution Licenses --.......-..-.-.. 60.00 
Transfer—Plenary Retail Consumption License ...................--. 5 00 
Liquor License: Applications 22-42) ee ee .50 
Dodging House—-Reeular Dicenses eee 5.00 
Lodgine House-——Recular License? -—_.2 “ 5150 
Lodging House—Recular Licenses (22 ee 6.00 
Lodeins, House—Recular License! =. 9 00 
Lodging House—Rerular, Licenses 2 ee 10.00 
Lodging House—Revgular ‘License ~-23.2. ee 11.00 
Lodging -House—Rerular License. 2. 12.00 
Boarding House—Regular Licénses .........----------2-c--+- leceeeeee-ro +e 11.00 


$ 6,115.50 


30.00 
40.00 
25.00 
153.00 
357.00 
73.50 
9.00 
441.00 
798.00 
5:50 
918.00 
15.50 
27.00 
80.00 
120.00 
50.00 
250.00 
10.00 
75.00 
60.00 
40.00 
35.00 
60.00 
40.90 
45.00 
40.00 
5205 
441.25 
409.75 
285.50 
254.50 
84.00 
161.00 
36.00 
30.00 
36.00 
10.00 
18.00 
7.00 
20.00 
22.00 
23.00 
24.00 
23.090 
eee 
50 
8.00 
Ae. 
10.00 
11.00 
3.00 
6.50 
Beit), 
15.90 
1.00 
4.50 
20.400.00 
9,000.00 
1,650.00 
120.00 
120.00 
5.09 
1.00 
10.00 
5.50 
12.00 
9.00 
10.00 
22.00 
12.00 
22.00 


imboardine) House——hesulary license)... e) ee eee. 16.00 16.00 
1 Boarding House—Regular License <...<-:.22..2.-2c0ccce2c2-2e-- eee ence eee ee 21.00 21.00 
[eb OoLGins MELOuUse——Keeulare Licensees eee) ee ee ee ee 28.00 28.00 
eNirsery=—=—herularnl1Censet ee... eee ee eee 10.50 10.50 


Less amount paid to State Board of Health 
CD OPRRILICENSES rape Ra aes et ee ee Ee Ore ke eee O71 9200 


aralmatnotnitmcollecte dato lt nem Olt yew ose eee eee ee $42,709.00 


1949 marked the year when the Governing Body faced squarely, the 
necessity for action on projects involving the expenditure of large sums 
of money — projects which have been put off from year to year because 
of the expense involved. No longer could the Common Council defer needed 
and essential improvements, in spite of the fact that communities were 
finding themselves going into debt with inflated dollars, and perhaps, 
retiring that debt with deflated dollars. 


Largest of these projects was the plan for new schools. An appropria- 
tion of $1,470,000 was authorized for the construction of a new Irving School 
to be located at Clinton Avenue and West Fourth Street on land previously 
owned by the City and turned over to the Board of Education for school 
purposes, and for a new school on a site still undecided, to replace the 
Franklin and Stillman Schools. 


Appropriations totalling over $130,000 were made to cover the City’s 
share of the cost of additions and improvements to the Sewage Disposal 
Plant, such improvements being a part of a long-range plan to eliminate 
complaints against odor and insect nuisances partially created by the 
seasonal lack of sufficient flow in Green Brook into which the plant dumps 
its effluent. Also under further consideration during 1949 were the problems 
attendant upon the construction of a south end relief sewer, which, it is 
planned, will flow through and service the Borough of South Plainfield 
and Piscataway Township before it reaches the disposal plant, as well as 
the construction of an outfall sewer from the plant itself to the Raritan 
River, thus further eliminating potential nuisance problems, and placing 
the municipalities comprising the Joint Meeting in a position where they 
could almost immediately avail themselves of connections with a projected 
Raritan Valley disposal plant proposed to service many municipalities, said 
plant being proposed for tidewater location. This plant, of course, is only 
in the planning stage. 


Other capital appropriations were made covering various improvements, 
including $20,000 for initial improvements at the City Yard, $29,000 for a 
new aerial truck for the Fire Department, as well as $15,500 for a new 
pumping engine, and $25,000 to cover the cost of acquiring additional lands 
to enlarge the Plainfield Avenue Playground and for its improvement. 


Out of all the foregoing appropriations made, only two are destined for 
bonding; $1,400,000 for the two new schools, and $23,750 for the Plainfield 
Avenue Playground. The remaining improvements will be financed from 
either the City’s post-war reserves or from its capital improvement fund, 
as follows: 


FUNDED FROM 
Capital Tc Be Funded 


Amount of Post-War Improvement By Bonds 
Ordinance Reserve Fund Or Notes 
favo (2)) New Schools. <:)--:-:- $1,470,000 $ 70,000.00 $1,400,000 
Reconstruction of Joint Sewer ! 
TEA EWG Fe 68 eke a es 130,560 $124,440.00 6,120.00 
Purchase of 1,000-gallon pump- 
THayeg A Die keg h ele eeeeeeame © Se Spee Meee 15,500 5,500.00 10,000.00 
Purchase of 85-foot Aerial Truck 29,000 25,368.25 3,63 Lau00 
Acquisition of lands—Plainfield a 
Avenue Playground ........-.-- 25,000 1,250.00 23,750 
Addition to City Yard and New 
prorage ) Building (2.2 2.-.: 20,000 20,000.00 
TA eee eee eee ee 16905060 $155,308.25 Seo Olen $1,423,750 
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Ordinances of regulatory nature included: zoning amendments, one to 
permit the construction of garden apartments on the old Cole tract at East 
Front Street and Leland Avenue to house approximately 260 families; an 
ordinance regulating the height of hedges at street intersections to promote 
safety; an ordinance providing that personal property taxes must be paid 
before a moving permit is issued by the Collector’s office; and an ordinance 
to license boarding and lodging houses, nurseries and nursing homes, thus 
setting up a minimum operational requirement. Modest results were 
obtained under the latter ordinance, because of the discretion used in 
enforcing the provisions of the ordinance, it peing felt that the provisions 
requiring alterations such as additional bathrooms and fire escapes involved 
expenditures of considerable size by people normally unable to finance 
such improvements. In spite of this slow progress, the Visiting Nurse 
Association and the Board of Health expressed themselves as very much 
pleased with the improvements achieved. It is believed that stricter 
enforcement in 1950 will lead to considerable additional improvement. 


As the result of long consideration and negotiations, the City entered 
into a lease with the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey covering 
the south side of the main railroad station and the north side of the Nether- 
wood railroad station. Plans are to improve the grounds for additional park- 
ing purposes. The first year’s experience with the City’s off-street parking 
lot to the north of properties on East Front Street east of Watchung Avenue 
proved the wisdom of creating off-street parking facilities. Estimated income 
for the first year was $12,000, and $25,242 was collected. Studies were begun 
on the need and location of additional off-street parking lots, the next one 
planned being for the west end of the downtown business section. 


Housing, both emergency and long term, occupied the attention of 
the Governing Body. By arrangements with the Federal Government, the 
City took over in its entirety, the operation and control of the barrack units 
occupied by sixty veteran families. Continuing under State auspices are 
the twenty one-family units erected for a period of five years. A Committee 
was appointed to study the subjects of permanent public housing, as well as 
to go into the matter of slum clearance and redevelopment of slum areas. 


A special committee appointed by the Mayor spent considerable time 
during the year studying the report of the Faulkner Local Government 
Commission. The Committee subsequently made a report to the Mayor-and 
Governing Body, recommending certain changes to proposed legislation, 
some of which were later incorporated in legislation passed by the State 
Legislature in 1950. A City Beautification Committee was also appointed by 
the Mayor, which committee was active in following through on various 
improvements throughout the City. Discussions were had on the eventual 
disposition of the Drake House, sometimes erroneously designated as 
‘Washington Headquarters,’ the final decision being that the building 
should again be leased to the Historical Society of the Plainfields. 


Welfare assumed a prominent place in the activities during 1949. 
Relief rolls increased considerably, the number receiving financial aid at 
the end of the year being about twice that of the corresponding time the 
preceding year. The City’s financial contribution to Muhlenberg Hospital 
for 1949 was increased from $20,800 to $27,500. Created too, were additional 
facilities for recreational purposes, especially directed toward the needy 
and underprivileged. 


Upon the initiative of the Mayor, a very successful dinner of former 
councilmen and mayors was held. Plans are to continue such practice. 
The 80th anniversary of the City’s municipal charter was observed on Inde- © 
pendence Day with an elaborate program, including a large parade, drum and 
bugle corps exhibitions, model airplane flying, and a fireworks display 
in the evening. 


To be noted was the progress made in 1949 under the one-man assessor 
plan, which went into effect on July 1, 1948. Included in the work is a 
complete revaluation of all land and buildings, all lands having been 
revalued by the end of 1949. Under the present set-up, it is believed that 
building revaluation will be complete by the end of 1951. 
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By authorization of local improvement ordinances, various streets were 
paved and sewered, including the resurfacing of a portion of Park Avenue, 
from Seventh to Ninth Street, the latter with financial help from the State 
Highway Commission. Regulatory ordinances to control traffic and parking 
were adopted, and by action of the Board of Health, inoculation of dogs 
was made compulsory. Active, too, was the Shade Tree Commission, which 
continued its program of tree removals, and the planting of new trees. 
Although no action was taken by the City towards plans for the construction 
of a war memorial, there was created by the City Clerk’s office, a card 
file containing approximately 4,000 names of veterans of the City. This file 
is corrected and added to from time to time, anticipating its need, should 
the City eventually decide to cast a plaque containing the names of all 
Plainfield World War II veterans. 


The tax rate for 1949 was $5.26 per hundred dollar valuation. While the 
property tax has declined in proportion to total municipal revenue, it still 
remains the backbone of local finance. 


Examined once again were salaries of City employees. Salary increases 
were less in number and amount than the previous year, and dissatisfaction 
led to the decision that a complete study be made by a special committee 
of the City’s entire salary structure and that a report and recommendations 
be made in 1950 on the result of such study. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRED TOEGEL 
City Clerk 


1949 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY AND READING ROOM 


To the Honorable 
The Common Council of the 
City oi Plainfield 


Gentlemen: 


The following is the report of the Plainfield Public Library for the 
year 1949 as presented by the Librarian and the Treasurer to the Board of 
Directors. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. B. TYLER, President 


To the Board of Directors 
Plainfield Public Library 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


It is difficult to measure the influence of a public library on its 
community. A library deals in intangibles and imponderables. Its main 
stock in trade consists of ideas, thoughts, and information which men have 
transcribed into print in order to convey them to others. One person who 
comes to the library to borrow a book may take it home, spend a few 
hours reading it, and forget all that he has read a few days later. Another 
reader may find in a book the solution of some important problem in his 
life, and for still another a book may open up a new realm of experience. 
At the end of a given year, the librarian can say how many books have 
been borrowed from his library, but as for knowing what effect these books 
have had on the people of the city, he is working in the dark. Occasionally, 
however, some light is cast into the darkness by readers who write to the 
librarian to comment on the library’s services. 


As a partial indication of the impact of the Plainfield Public Library 
on the community, here are excerpts from a few of the letters that have 
come from those who use the Library. 


From a college student: “Now that I have received my B.A. degree, 
it seems only just to thank the Plainfield Public Library for the great 
help that it afforded me throughout my coliege years. The fact that I 
could find books to satisfy the demands of the many and various courses 
I took is a tribute to the large and complete collection of books that the 
Library has. Indeed I was the envy of my friends who were not similarly 
fortunate in having available a so admirably equipped local library.” 


From an engineer: “There are, no doubt, two questions you would like 
to ask of the people who borrow your books, namely: 1. Is the work 
which you are doing useful and appreciated? 2. Does the money spent in 
carrying on the work of the Library bring in a return to the taxpayers 
of Plainfield? This particular borrower can answer both questions with a 
very definite Yes. As to utility — your excellent choice of books, open 
stack policy, liberal borrowing rules, plus the happy faculty which the ladies 
at the charge desk have — in being efficient without being officious — 
all combine to make it the most useful small city library that I have ever 
had the privilege of using.’ 


From a minister: “For a long time I have meant to write and tell you 
how much I appreciate the very fine books, both in your reference and 
circulation departments, which you have in the field of religion. I hope 
that it will be possible for you to continue this service for a long time 
to come, because most of us just can’t keep up financially with the abun- 
dance of top quality religious literature. I have been in many libraries, 
and few even begin to compare with yours in the books which interest 


a pastor. So please accept the belated but earnest gratitude of one of your 
borrowers.” 
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From a personnel supervisor: “Because I have experienced much 
pleasure from the books I have borrowed and the cordiality of the attendants, 
I wish to make acknowledgment of the facilities of our Library. Occasionally 
I have had to gather material for speeches on widely divergent subjects, 
such as industrial management and engineering, atomic nuclear theory, 
Russian attitudes, Far Eastern customs and history, public health trends, 
various phases of political development, and religious philosophies. All 
of my data was found in the Plainfield Public Library.” 


From a teacher: *‘Once before ...I wrote a note in which I expressed 
my appreciation to the Library and its staff for the help they had given 
me, but it would not be amiss to bring matters up to date. At present I 
am completing the final course requirements as part of a doctoral program 
at Columbia. In all the readings which have been assigned, I have found 
myself more fortunate than many of my classmates because I live in 
Plainfield and can count on a Library which is equipped with up-to-date 
materials on a great variety of subjects.” 


From a business woman: “For a long time I have meant to write you 
and express my appreciation of the excellent help and service I enjoy at 
the Plainfield Public Library. Your staff is not only so able but always 
so pleasant, and nothing ever seems to be too much trouble or too difficult 
for them to do. You and they are to be congratulated on the service given, 
and I am sure that I express the gratitude and appreciation of many 
Plainfielders, for we are most fortunate here in Plainfield to have such 
a well managed and capably staffed Library.” 


From an old resident: “I sincerely thank the Plainfield Public Library 
for the willing, efficient, and interested help it has given me. The benefit 
of such a library is great indeed for those who use its many facilities. Such 
an institution is much needed, especially today as the library vanishes 
from the home, and the standards of education have necessarily been 
raised by ‘our way of life’.” 


Comments such as these, although the sampling is necessarily small, 
offer the most tangible evidence of the part the Library is playing in the 
life of Plainfield. 


As for the cold statistics, the total number of books borrowed from 
the Library for home use during 1949 was 176,778, an increase of 1,715 
or about 1 per cent over the total for 1948. The most spectacular gain was 
in the use of the Intermediate Collection, a group of books especially 
suitable for readers of high school age. The 20 per cent increase in the 
use of these books was due in part to the fact that children in the higher 
grades of elementary school who showed superior reading ability were 
encouraged to use the Intermediate Collection. 


Use of the juvenile books increased about 10 percent over 1948, an 
impressive gain when one considers the increasing amount of time that many 
children are spending in front of television sets. The circulation of adult 
books showed a decrease of about 4 per cent. An analysis of the statistics, 
however, shows that this decrease was in the use of adult fiction, while 
the use of adult non-fiction actually increased. Since the average book of 
non-fiction takes considerably longer to read than the average fiction 
book, there was probably no actual decrease in adult reading. The circulation 
of adult non-fiction was 47.4 per cent of the total adult circulation, a high 
figure compared with the average for American public libraries of 41.8 
per .cent. 


Circulation figures are, of course, only a partial indication of the use 
of the Library, since they include neither the large number of books 
that are read and consulted in the Library nor the thousands of requests 
for information that the Library staff answers each year. Perhaps the 
best overall indication of the Library’s use would be a count of the number 
of people who enter the building, but until we are able to install automatic 
counters, there is no practical method of gathering such statistics. 
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During 1949 the total number of books purchased by the Library was 
4,051, a considerable increase over the 3,583 purchased in 1948. 717 volumes 
were rebound during the year as against 653 in 1948. 


The work of the Children’s Room, under the direction of Miss Florence 
Stevens, made great progress during 1949. The room itself was brightened 
up considerably by the use of colorful posters and new slip covers for the 
furniture. The floor was refinished, and a new magazine rack was built. 
Reading was stimulated by the program of class visits to the Children’s 
Room for lessons in the use of the Library. During the year 48 classes 
totalling 1,258 children from six public elementary schools, two parochial 
schools and one private school made scheduled trips to the Library. 15 Cub 
and Brownie groups also visited the Children’s Room for talks on the care 
and use of the books. The regular Saturday morning story hours were 
continued with a total of 825 children attending to hear stories told by 
Mrs. Harmon Martin of the Junior League and by Miss Stevens. Several 
story hours were attempted at the Muhlenberg Hospital Children’s Clinic 
while the children were awaiting treatment, but the attendance was not 
sufficient to warrant their continuance. 


A feature of Book Week in November was the presentation of a puppet 
show, “The Frog Prince,” by Miss Stevens and Mrs. Robert L. Radford of 
the Library staff. Such was the enthusiasm of the audience, that the 
show was repeated on three different occasions with a total attendance of 
325 children. 


The five neighborhood branches of the Library, under the direction of 
Miss J. C. Ten Broeck, continued to attract large numbers of children and 
adults. The busiest branch during the year was the Jefferson School Branch, 
whose use was greatly stimulated by the interest and cooperation of Mr. 
J. Wade Wimer, Principal of the school. The records show that 95 per cent 
of the pupils at Jefferson School are registered at the branch, which is 
also used by pupils from Washington and St. Mary’s Schools, as well as by 
many of the adults in the neighborhood. During the three hours a week 
that it is open, the average circulation at the Jefferson branch is two books 
borrowed and two books returned each minute. 


Notable exhibits held in the Art Gallery during the year included: 


Landscapes by Hortense Budell and pastel portraits by Jean Jaubert, 
sponsored by the Art Committee of the Library Board. 


An exhibit of cartoons lent by the Museum of Modern Art and sponsored 
by the Plainfield Art Association. 


The Members’ Exhibit of the Westfield Art Association. 


The Sixth Annual New Jersey Open Exhibition of the Plainfield Art 
Association. 


The Spring and Autumn Members’ Exhibits of the Plainfield Art 
Association. 


The Sixth Annual Print Exhibit of the Plainfield Camera Club. 


-During April the Conservation Committee of the Plainfield Garden Club 
held an exhibit of birds, bird houses, and feeding stations in the Civic 
Center Room, Widespread interest was attracted by an exhibit in the 
Main Reading Room of original letters and documents dealing with the 
Plainfield area during the Revolutionary War, lent by Mr. John Mardock 
Connor from his extensive collection of historical manuscripts. Two outside 
exhibits set up by members of the Library staff were a display of library 
books and pamphlets for Girl Scouts shown in the window of the Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company and an exhibit of prize winning children’s 
books in the window of the Plainfield Trust Company. 


The most notable improvement in the building during the year was the 
renovation of the Map Room, which was repainted and furnished with 
asphalt tile flooring and new lighting fixtures. The long overdue problem 
of re-lighting the Quiet Reading Room was solved by the installation of 
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slimline florescent lights, which give an intensity of 40 to 45 foot-candles 
throughout the room. During the year the 37-year old steam boiler in the 
Carnegie Building failed beyond repair — a contingency which could not 
be foreseen when the 1949 budget was drawn up. The Common Council 
came to the rescue with an emergency appropriation of $2,190 for a new 
boiler. 


On September 22 the Board of Directors accepted with regret the 
resignation of Mrs. Robert O. Dalsgard, who left the Library to devote 
her time to her growing family. During her eighteen years on the Library 
staff, Mrs. Dalsgard developed into an unusually skilled and versatile 
librarian, and her loss was a severe one to the Library. Other resignations 
from the staff during the year included Thelma P. Braithwaite, Junior 
Library Assistant, and Eunice Jeremiason. and Don K. Smith, Library 
Pages. New Staff members employed during the year were Anne Bracey, 
Henry Cunninghame, and Reginald C. Stiles, Library Pages. 


The composition of the Board of Directors remained unchanged through- 
out the year as Messrs. Chase, Heely and Morse were re-appointed to the 
Board in June. Mr. John I. Harvey, Vice-President of the Board, was 
elected President of the Library Trustees Association of New Jersey. 


On August 24 the Library received an anonymous gift of fifty books of 
the Yale University Press in honor of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lockwood deForest. 


In closing I wish to thank the Board of Directors and Library staff 
for their support and cooperation; Mr. Seymour Perkins Jr. of the Library 
Committee of the Common Council for his time and efforts in helping 
solve Library problems; and the Plainfield Courier-News for its generous 
allotment of space to news of the Library’s activities. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LUKE WHITE JR. 
Librarian 
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Receipts: 


PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY AND READING ROOM 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
FOR THE YEAR 1949 
GENERAL LIBRARY FUND 


1949 City Jappropria thom... ie coe. Secon ce areca ee eee ree ae ae ee ee $52, 19:00 
WMELreency -APDLOPLLAtTOM sak vere eee a ee se ee oe ae ae ene ee ee 2,500.00 
Credit: transfer of coal from Library to City Hall ete. ---...--......-.-...2222- 133.34 
L brarian’s Petty Cash Receipts: 
Pees sover-timeubooks priviles esi es ase esere seers e eee CS BEB ices 
Book rentals spaye Collect Orig sees eae eee ies eee 1,434.66 
INON=hesl den es Ub SCLIDULOTS terest ene ane eee 577.50 
Replacine lost or damased book se.) eee 161.27 
Telephones pald scale eee es ee eee 7.61 
Service charge see Ee ree ee ee A 367.50 
Saletold® paper ecco eee ee ee Sa Fedo eee eas 4.15 . 
Gifts and? re fin dis see eee a ae Ss eee ee ee 28-210 5,904.71 
Totaks receipts poe oe ck ee ee $60,657.05 
Balance “on hand, January 1, 1949, Petty Cash Fund.....0 4 ee 203.15 
Agorevate 5b ee $60,860.20 
Disbursements: : 
BOO ks We ee ee ee Ee CONE ee, ROE eR Cet a ee ee $ 7,448.90 
PalyE BOOKS ie ee ras oe Te eee a Ae i 2 ae eee 1,052.04 
Pamphlets eee ee a ee ee Ss Oe ER Ee MIE EE ee 2 oe L279 
Music Scoresand sRiecords a tee eee ee ee eee ee 47.96 
Periodicalsieand saNeGwisS ape LS eee ee en ee 983.83 
M apse Andee Ctr eS cece ree eee et See ee, a ee ee TAT 
Microfilm ...... 5s ES RTL BS Cee NE er © eaten ee 716.76 
Bind ine Hie ee IS Pee ae Bee eek ee 1,050.08 
Hlectricity2and4+Gas peso ee Be ee eee ee es 881.20 
[Wie Ceres Sie, See Se ae eae ee er ae are. yy Bey 258 She ele ES 78.40 
ele ph OTe ye ee es ene BF Te Se Paes ee Sse era Cee 303.46 
SULA CCM eee re aE one ee ae ae es ee eee eae HODsleo 
eatin eit. 2 a ae Ea ee es ee ce ae 1,269.45 
Repairss ands Umprovementss = ee ee eee 4,013.08 
Bmereceneys HRep alr sia ee ee es a er ee 2,190.00 
LibraryyeSuppltesae ec eee ee es eae eee ee oe 752.16 
OfficesSupplicsm se eee ee ee ee ee ee 202e20 
Janitor ands BUll dine we SW plies pee ee 229.89 
Eurnituregecandee EQ ui pin em tes eee eee eee see ee 2,260.29 
Miscellane ots eee eee ee eee Geile ceo deen ere a. Poe ys F 450.26 
Salaries eetc) Ao see Pe ee ea ee Re ee Re Tec Oe etiee ener 30,987.30 
Bornws fee eee ee Ne Sie Sey See ee a eee ee erage 4,726.96 
Total’ disbursements ..2.32 2. ee eee $60,283.89 
Unexpended Balance City Appropriation returned to City.........-.-..2-.2-222222--2--2------- 56.54 
Unexpended Balance Emergency Appropriation returned to City.............. 11 310.00 
Balance’ on hand,) January, 1511950,) Petty Gash Hund) ee 209.77 
Agsréevate® -2 22 Pee ea ee ee) ee See $60,860.20 
SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME ACCOUNT 
Receipts: 
BabGO Gk (2-5 ete See eee ER Sn Re ene Sd Se $1,217.06 
Wy ler fee. Fees Oe a eee Le ee ae ee Be ee ee 945.07 
Lincoln s2o 2 es, cee eee re eS ne ee Stee CES Sah REE 203.42 
Art; Gallery: 22s 5 eee dee ek Oey ee ME ne ee ae ee 141.80 
Vocali:Musie asthe ete Se Se A 8 eee Pen eee 9.02 
DerLieeu we iC Gifeyg (ee ae ee ae re ee ie ee 10.00 
Houston: « (-Gitt) > ee ee ee ee we ea be. ade 2 65.50 
Total. receipts oer ie es ee et ee ee $2,591.87 
Balance, onvhand,, January, 1 10401 (ete te ee eee 3,946.74 
Ago prepa te) 28 eee re ees ee Baa Fe, gee ee $6,538.61 
Disbursements: 
Books: 
Babcock: 2.2.3 2220 2s 2 ee ee ae ee ee eee, $874.92 
yer ce ee A ee Eh Sr ee eet te 821.67 
Lincoln, &..t 27 Se see Dee ee ane Pao) fy 
LG BISCO 1 Wha csc re ee ee A eee ee 9.75 
Now J. eA Sstronomical ssocietya =e eee 25.43 
POMSCOn 22 en ek ee ee ae Oe ee ee ek ieee lara 
Lotaladisbursements: tor DOOkKs. = eee eee ee eee $1,972.04 
Periodicals: 
Babcock) 222.24 50.5 0 See eee eee ee: $229.92 
Mivlev ao Sok as he oe ene A ae ee eee ee 24.45 
WU TLCO LT eo ee re ls ee ee ee 21.85 
Total disbursements for periodicalsp = ee 275372 
Binding 
dd (cs ee Pee eer een ieee aann eee ie NG a ps oN a eed ret PN, 
Total disbursements oc. x8 os a ee ee ee $2,250.26 
Balance on hand, January 2° 1950 28 as ee ee eee 4,288.85 
Agpregate: 9432.5 1 oe es eae ie Ole eee eee $6,538.61 


STATISTICS FOR 1949 


Population served (1940 census) .............02..5.-.-.-¢ seomae Seu oe Se eet, Goes 37,469 
itounsmopen “eachs week 29 ies eee uni ee aw tee te PA ht rae 12 
Agencies (1 Central Library, 5 Stations) EE ee ee eee 6 
NeimmualiacloneOte Oltyuata xa b ley cen oe eee, eee ee ee re eee $65,243,884.00 
iacemOt tax levy eElOr library. DULDOSES jones eee eee .8 mill on $1.00 
ROOT MmeED (OL OD Lie CLOT wise: oe coast = et oS ee ee $52,119.00 
EDL anveemers encyaDDLOpriati On, eee oe see ee ee eee $ 2,500.00 
MoOcHlme Spendituremaletund Ss) feb ee ik es eee oD ee ee. $62,534.15 
Nieinvenance expenditure per Capita: 4.021.) ete ese sees $ 1G 
Maintenance expenditure per circulation -.-.22222.c2-02-ce--e--e eee cet eee $ .OO4 
CUA CLO] MEDC TAC Ditage tet 1) Pee tere toes eS es SPR eae aie 
STOCK 
Volumes Additions by With- Volumes 


1-1-49 Purchase Gift Binding Transfer drawn 1-1-50 
General Collection 


JN En alle, eS Se 62,180 EO! 160 81 432 749 64,075 
Intermediate ...2...-.2.......... 3,892 186 1 86 3,993 
AR eagle ee Oe ee ae 7,656 878 20 1 434 8,121 
Recreation Com: ..-......... 80 18 8 90 
OMA Ay oss. et. Ala 73,808 3,053 181 82 432 1 PAT Cr 76,279 
Babcock Collection ............ INS SSE 206 42 43 eno Oe 
vier Colecciones. --.-o- 6,725 228 10 7 6,956 
Lincoln Collection ..-2.......... 971 47 9 WADA 
MATSICMES COLES Hiss) oaks: 7,574 17, ie TD to 
OC Ol CS peers eae Jets et 150 36 6 180 
Microtilimmeee = > ors eee Uae 120 891 
eave COUeCCEION fe tee--cc2e.o8e es - 746 517 401 862 
ENO} RUG Git 5.2.5 Se ee ae 103,902 4,224 181 143 432 1,746 107,136 
Reference Collection _......-.. Pega, MAUI 335 29 PAN 
(included in total) 
EV OEURG Sie pes oe ose se 8,936 8,936 
ERO) * case. A le 618 3 621 


*Not catalogued until 1949. 


STOCK 

Since 1881 
Total Total Working 
Volumes. Withdrawals Totals 
Mretieta lo NeGCtLO Mg tee sta 2 soos coe ees ee nd ee ee ee 8s 128,011 SS Gy 76,279 
ny evedvelle XCVay UNE a Va) 51k» tes Smee eae | Sai Sa oo ent) eee ene on 15.882 2,470 13,362 
Peer mC OME ChL OT en sisi c = i Deas eee ee ees ee 7,193 237 6,956 
ATCO LIMO OTC CULO Iles tere ne oe tee Fe een ce eae Se centages ens 1.036 9 IO ra 
ESCM COT CSU cee te 2 ee NT Te ED ee oe 7,769 190 (oe 
seeps sa Se. eae Se Re ee ae ee 188 8 180 
WGTaeM BN Sey seth ob pe Se EE a as a ae ee a a ee a a 891 0 891 
ER CSIPAN Ty. aco eee Ste Ue 22 MR Ne ee p= ek Se Sy ee Sed | ee oe 160,920 54,646 106,274 
ipsa? (COOUNGKOUTION DY. | 55-9 iy cea Ie ia A Sa ak lp a erp peer 862 
107,136 


BOOKS PURCHASED 


Fund : Number Cost 
General 

ANGTCARE Jes ekteatt pe Dae eae epee US OE © eet ie ee i eed Aa eee | ae ee eS 1,959 S$. 6:00 4782 

ie OTIYI OC 2) bomen on eee ren ee Be 2 eg ee Dh ee se 186 282.86 

Belay. 1111 | cee ee Me lee Se ae OS et ce ote dee aces toca ap aed eee 878 VS tay 

Ree Sil CTO TALS SL OT) cee ee eae ee ad ee ee ee eee een oe 18 19.48 
cerns. (Bea Pareh Bare aie ee ie ks ea oe Re A EN Re ee ne eee 517 1,052.04 
Babcock? 2.2.2 ata $5) abe es Laila AS” 0 ae te een I i ieee NS Nee i See Bene On Bn Se 206 874.92 
CONG LEETO SA Ra a SEE te enn ee eee PER ana an Lees eee es fe eee eens, Pere 228 821.67 
aN En cy U1 ere ae is tn eh Mn Ne 1 NE OE A Oe 47 253007 
nb BAayaraye gt Pee da Oi se Ie eee 2 pe ae ee te ee Cage ee ae ee eee 3 9.75 
iA STLONOMICANC GOCICE Vinee sa sects oases eee sa bace nen ete weet ee as eonna seen 6 25.4 
“ea RST Rey Catia 1S Se we a Oe a i ies wk Sa le a ra Si vad an oes ey Seren 3 7.20 
Sete VAT SEC GING FECA My bees ce te ce ea SN ees Sees tees SRL I. it apaciendersoastectaasseas 3,041 7,448.33 
SeACPaAAC TertGe FUN ER AUT PR Go AY ok oo en oe Me BES sere sosstaess 3,558 8,500.37 
TOAVA Tr eS FP MOLA Lit: 2s oan NS aD ay Ded ok ike nen oh oes sat a 493 1,972.04 
oe eats Sg By CG RG Boe ili oa Sp Ug = SR ye oe a Sere ee mre etre eet ee ere 4,051 10,472.41 


CIRCULATION 
Volumes Borrowed from the Library 


Adult Intermediate Juvenile Total 
Main. Builclinte sce ee---2 oes eee 113,923 4,854 28,564 1A7;341 
Bypamelre Sik cte eee tcc sera eta ee as ed eects Seo Seon: 22,329 29,437 
4 WO Bes Che Re ee ee ae re Ty AY 8,165 50,893 176,778 
INGM= Ha CELOM ete ate aee a et eae n= 55,840 TE ult 16,490 73,444 
EN Gt1O Te eek oe ee eee 61,880 7,051 34,403 103,334 
Perce tekl Gil On geese se eee eee 52.6 86.4 67.6 58.5 


STOCK AND CIRCULATION BY SUBJECT 


Stock Additions Circulation 
1-1-50 1949 1949 

(@tsrvene eee b es Bee eo ac checee a aStercece eee Saas 6,390 115 469 
Philosophy & Psychology ....---------------------:-+-r-00-0-0--- 1,678 88 Beam 
)2e boa) Se ees St ere oe Ro eer aan Ree oy pose 3,235 141 2,303 
Ryavonel ONO TEINGES. saeseet ected Sens asc Ue eetbeee ese arene Ee 12,608 503 8,339 
Meh ea has | ares se sdoes Abeesoocu Sete een aos eeeeno tSeu 581 22 Se, 
Pere CLOT Ce ens oe a ae wee see ornare 7,250 210 5,810 
Applied Science. ......--....----.----------ece2eeeeeceenen tenn neeesese ness 11,865 422 9,884 
TNC Healy ei a a a ee ree ER eer eee 6,822 BSiyl 9,159 
TOP RTE AD DE. 9 oon get ey au aseeen Suse eed be ea aeose Hoo ne daaaauasenseneceeee 8,475 267 9,975 
NEES CD Yuin pe ee SE EE 8 ee ere aoe 5,241 140 4,894 
Biography  ....--.-.---------2---e--eeneceeccer cee ene const ceenee reeece see 8,269 303 6,530 
TT iSG ORY Feo cc ees as a cee sw cena tes cg seas sage 9,567 249 4,853 
IM TiS 1 Cle COTE Bo ea ae eee eae een 190 iG 129 
RS COL Cs ee ee wee se ree eee 180 3 279 
Periodicals) sees cer nea ot nce a naan cn enone rae 4,458 
Pamphlets . ....--..----------+:2:0eecceeecceeceeec cence etc tes cee nc se ncneesccn ee 1,643 
IM Cro PLL rin sees cee ee eee aye) Sali ee eee am ete 891 120 
Fiction, General Collection ......--.--.---------------------------- 15,643 1,493 87,359 
Fiction, Rental Collection -..-...--------------------+----------- 862 517 155,95 
AO VW YNO DY een te a ee eee e 107,136 4,980 WAG TNe Ss 


PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS 


General 
Adult Juvenile Gifts Babcock Tyler Lincoln Total 
Periodicals 116 10 39 42 7 5 219 
Newspapers 6 2 : 8 
TOTAL 22h 
BINDING 
Books Magazines Total 
637 80 717 
STAFF 
12-31-49 
Number in full-time equivalent 
Librarians Pages Janitors TOTAL 
(17 2 137 14% 


BORROWERS REGISTERED 


12-31-49 
Adult & 
Intermediate Juvenile Total 
Main Giprats, 2. ern Meer Seer 22,818 176k 24,579 
Rranche sitet) oe oe tes A ON Ron ete RO Oe ke rh ee en 585 2,413 2,998 
O18 BY Ge en poe RS Ee ee ey os recent tee cocarec 23,408 4,174 Pat wow Ue 


My chia. kD Tk 1 ae ee ee ee eae es ee 1,685 428 2,113 
Bran chess bec oe toes Be ee ee 97 497 594 


POST Ts oo ck ee ee ee eee 1.782 925 Bet OF, 


1949 REPORT OF 
THE PLAINFIELD SHADE TREE COMMISSION 


To the Mayor and Common Council 
of the City of Plainfield, N. J. 


Gentlemen: 


An increasingly efficient and well-organized staff, more adequate 
equipment, more work accomplished, expansion of educational opportunities 
for its employees, catching up work necessarily deferred for years, participa- 
tion in State and National activities, and also sharing in scientific research 
for control of Dutch elm disease being conducted by discoverers of Carolate, 
constitute the main points of this report of the Plainfield Shade Tree 
Commission in whose care are 20,000 trees that are conservatively valued 
at $2,000,000. 


Its 1949 appropriation totaled $26,926.00. Of this, salaries of Superin- 
tendent, maintenance repair man and five tree trimmers totaled $18,300.00. 
The next highest item was for a power mower with snow plow attachment, 
a new 2-ton truck and accessories and a %-ton pick-up truck. The total 
was $4,765.41. 


It is gratifying to be able to report that in 1949 the Plainfield Shade 
Tree Commission’s progressive economic policy of providing employees 
with opportunities for specialized, up-to-date instruction in tree work was 
of noticeable value to our City. It was reflected in the high quality of work 
and in the interest of workers. Our Tree Supervisor, Sydney R. Durrant, 
given a staff interested enough to take Shade Tree Courses at Rutgers and 
to attend annual educational meetings of the New Jersey Federation of 
Shade Tree Commissions, has been able to have his directions carried out 
with greater understanding and consequent economy. Last Fall, authorities 
who have observed trees throughout our State, expressed admiration for 
the high quality of tree work in our City and surprise at the amount 
accomplished by a staff consisting of only a Supervisor and five tree 
trimmers. The Commission intends to continue to provide for annual study 
at Rutgers and attendance at the annual educational Federation Meetings 
as a paying investment of great importance. 


The use of recently acquired power saws has materially facilitated the 
hazardous and previously slow work of tree removal and also of tree 
trimming. Next year, we hope to purchase a brush chipper which is a 
modern machine that saves time, labor and money. 


War conditions created lack of men and materials which in turn 
caused accumulation of all kinds of tree work. So, for a number of years 
there has been a conspicuous back-log of dead or dangerous trees. Many 
had badly-decayed trunks or had decaying limbs. Unusual storms left an 
enormous amount of additional emergency work that had to be done to 
safe-guard life and property. Consequently, each year, the normal, routine 
work has been greatly interrupted and much has had to be deferred. 
Gradually, each’ season, some headway was accomplished under these 
handicaps. At last, this year, the discouraging situation has been largely 
overcome, especially because of the increasing efficiency of the personnel, 
the use of time-saving chain saws and more adequate appropriations. 
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6,986 hours were used to remove 198 dead, dangerous or decayed trees. 
This number included 73 elms. Today, virtually all elms that died previously 
to 1949 and also most of those that died this year have been removed. Tree 
trimming consumed 1,860 hours. Many trees presented serious problems 
because of location, size, etc. 


Replacement of trees is imperative. Newly-developed areas must have 
street trees that hundreds of new residents have a right to expect. However, 
the very limited appropriation for tree planting this year permitted the 
planting of only 75 trees. It is hoped that 150 can be planted in 1950. 


This year, as usual, spraying for the elm leaf beetle was done by our 
staff. These beetles did comparatively little damage to the elms. The number 
of pin oak saw flies was negligible. Relief from insect pests was perhaps 
counter-balanced by the long-continued drought which caused damage that 
will be apparent in 1950, according to predictions of some tree authorities. 


More time was spent upon sidewalk repairs. Less time was spent upon 
snow removal. Planting and staking of trees, repair and maintenance of 
trucks and other equipment, emergency work and work on city property 
as well as cooperation in Clean-Up-Week, have all been part of this year’s 
program. ' 


All the Commissioners are deeply interested in trees and tree Care. 
To be better informed and so increasing service to our City, they attend 
the annual meetings of the New Jersey Federation of Shade Tree Commis- 
sions. This year, Plainfield’s secretary has given talks before the N. J. 
Federation, the National Shade Tree Conference, Plainfield Rotary Club, and 
Girl Scouts, and has contributed articles to magazines and newspapers to 
promote more widespread appreciation of trees and tree care. 


The courtesy and fairmindedness of our Mayor and Common Council 
at all times, have contributed much to the all-around good will that flourishes 
within this entire department and in its interdepartmental relations. 


The Commission herewith expresses its appreciation and thanks. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. GARRET SMITH 
Secretary 


December 31, 1949 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER 


Department of Public Works 
December 31, 1949 


To the Honorable, the Mayor and Common Council, 
City of Plainfield, N. J. 


Gentlemen: 


I submit herewith my Annual Report for the year ending December 
oi; 1949; 


The Engineering Division of the Department was very busy during 
the entire year, a large portion of the time being given to the following 
projects. 

Local Improvement Ordinance No. 338, Improvement of Cambridge 
Avenue and Sterling Street. A contract was awarded to John Furino during 


1948 for this work which was completed this year at a construction cost of 
$29,830.10. 


Local Improvement Ordinance No. 339, Sanitary Sewer in Ironbound 
Avenue. Terrible Construction Company was awarded the contract on their 
low bid to the Common Council. The work was completed at a construction 
cost of $4,146.62. 


Local Improvement Ordinance No. 340 provided for the construction 
of a Sanitary Sewer in Huntington Avenue from Grant Avenue to Maltby 
Avenue. Contract for the work was awarded to J. Cuozzo & Son. The work 
was completed at a construction cost of $1,351.92. 


Local Improvement Ordinance No. 341, Improvement of Ironbound 
Avenue. John Furino was awarded the contract for the improvement and 
completed the work at a construction cost of $8,337.16. 


Local Improvement Ordinance No. 342, Improvement of Hamilton Avenue 
and Bradford Street. The ordinance provided for the opening of Bradford 
Street from its terminus west of Ransome Place to Hamilton Avenue and 
the improvement of both streets by constructing concrete curbs and 
gutters and bituminous macadam pavement for the total width of the 
roadways. Contract was awarded to Terrible Construction Co. and the 
work was completed at a construction cost of $8,713.76. 


General Improvement Ordinance No. 1060 which provided for the 
construction of a Sanitary Relief Sewer in Berckman Street from East 
Third Street to East Front Street.. The contract was awarded to Terrible 
Construction Co. and the work completed at a construction cost of $6,036.35. 


General Improvement Ordinance No. 1066 which provided for improve- 
ments at City Yard consisting of an addition to the general garage and 
the construction of a salt storage building. The general construction for 
these buildings was done under contract by Adam Valentine at a construction 
cost of $16,349.00. The steel work in both buildings was done under contract 
by Harrison Barnes at a construction cost of $4,004-00. 


The State Highway Department contributed $27,946.00 towards the cost 
of resurfacing the pavement on City controlled streets. Part of this sum 
was used to resurface Park Avenue from Seventh Street to Ninth Street. 
The construction cost of this improvement amounted to $6,772.17, the work 
being done under contract by Hefler-Snyder Co. The balance of funds 
not used in 1949 are reserved for use in the resurfacing of South Avenue 
from Richmond Street to Terrill Road, during 1950. 


The curbs of Park Avenue between Seventh Street and Ninth Street 
were replaced during the year under the provisions of our sidewalk and 
curb ordinance, whereby, the cost of the improvement was charged against 
the abutting lands. This work was done under contract by Terrible Con- 
struction Co. at a construction cost of $3,874.89. 

Considerable time was required of the Engineering Division in the work 
of surveying; mapping; inspection of construction; consultations, etc. in 
connection with such projects as the paving of Depot Park as a parking 
area; the westbound Netherwood Station area of the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey for parking; widening of Arlington Avenue; brook drainage 
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in the area of Cambridge Avenue; Sanitary Relief Sewer for the southerly 
area of the City; construction of sanitary and storm sewers in Leland 
Gardens, Garden Apartment Development and a survey in respect to the 
use of sanitary sewers as provided in the recently approved ordinance which 
governs the use of our sanitary sewers. 

Service to the general public was rendered by assisting in planning 
humerous personal projects for the better use of public utilities and to 
other Departments and Committees of the City Governmen®, such as the 
Planning Board; Board of Adjustment, Board of Appeals; Tax Department 
and Parking Committee. 


STREET DIVISION 


This Division provided labor and supervision for maintenance of all 
street pavements and roadway shoulders; grass cutting between curbs and 
sidewalks in front of vacant lots; cutting of grass on vacant lots owned by 
the City; snow and ice removal; delivery of coal to and removal of ashes 
from public buildings; maintenance of street name signs; garage service 
to several City Departments; service in gasoline and oil supplies; City 
Dump supervision; cleaning of gutters and street sweeping, and replacement 
of pavements where ditches had been opened for underground connections. 

The work of this Division resulted in resurfacing approximately 86,000 
sq. yds. of macadam pavement. . 

Weather conditions favored the work of street cleaning since we had 
very little rain making it necessary to sweep more often and over greater 
areas. This condition caused the use of quite an excess of labor in 
comparison with previous years. 

The unpaved roadway area of Depot Park was paved with bituminous 
macadam and the gutters of Elm Place were rebuilt and resurfaced. 


New Equipment was purchased during the year as follows: 
7 Snow Plows 
1 tractor 
3 Business Cars 
1 Tar Kettle and Truck 
at a total net cost of $12,099.27. 


SEWER DIVISION 


Additional laborers were provided for in the Annual Budget which 
permitted this Division to give more attention to cleaning sanitary sewers. 
However, the increased amount of labor did not permit the cleaning of 
any storm sewers. A total of 40.15 miles of sanitary sewers were cleaned. 
Storm sewer inlets were cleaned only, if and when they became clogged. 

All pumping stations operated throughout the year without any major 
mishaps. 


BUILDING DIVISION 


It became necessary in September to employ an Assistant Building 
Inspector to look after the construction of the buildings in Leland Gardens. 
The work in this development progressed so fast it was not possible for 
the Building Inspector to give the work the necessary inspection time to 
insure proper and safe construction. An assistant was employed on a part 
time basis for just this project and the position will be discontinued when 
the project is completed. 

Activities of the Division are indicated in the following table which 
shows the records over the past five years. 


Number of Valuation of No. of Family Fees 
Year Permits new construction Units Provided Collected 
1945 515 $1,035,825.00 $ 4,583.00 
1946 967 2,370,741.00 144 OVS 75 
1947 1,178 3,024,319.00 398 11,132.80 
1948 826 2,920,133.75 239 9,753.75 
1949 987 3,781,610.00 413 12,593.00 


I attach hereto a statement showing distribution of costs of Local 
Improvemerts from 1919 and a statement showing distribution of costs of 
General Improvements from 1926 to 1949; Statement of the Building Division 
showing permits issued and fees collected during the year and a Statistical 
Statement of Streets and Sewers. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


I again make reference to the report of the Department of Public Works 
Committee dated September 15, 1948, submitted to the Common Council and 
which reviews the needs of the Department. I strongly recommend more 
help be provided in the Engineering, Street and Sewer Divisions. 


I also recommend favorable consideration of the above mentioned 
report in respect to sorely needed equipment and the extension and im- 
provements at the City Yard; these projects to be completed by 1952. 

It is again my pleasure to acknowledge my appreciation of the coopera- 
tion received from the Mayor, Common Council, all Department Heads, 
Employees of this Department and the Department of Public Works 
Committee, composed of the following members of the Common Council. 


Joseph D’Agostino, Chairman 
Oscar O, Kuentz 
Wallace E. Wegilau 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ee ae EL 
City Engineer 


STATEMENT OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENTS 1919 — 1948 


Charged to Charged to Contribu- 
Ordinance Description City Owner tions Total 
201 to 
336 incl. ae ede = SEOs pee $1,334,440.24 $2,004,313.69 $378,764.79 $38,717,518.72 
incl. 
337 Sanitary Sewer 
Hamilton Ave. .......... 672.09 1,798.04 2,470.93 
338 Imp. of Coolidge St. 
Ge cerling@ Ste ssc --s2e-- 
Not yet Assessed 
339 Sanitary Sewer in 
Ironbound Ave. .......- 4,884.34 4,884.34 
340 Sanitary Sewer in 
Huntington Ave. ........ 245.52 Oral O72 1S) Eee 
341 Improvement of 
Ironbound Ave. .........- 
Not yet Assessed 
342 Improvement of 
Bradford St. & 
Hamilton Ave. .........- 
Not yet Assessed 
STATEMENT OF GENERAL IMPROVEMENT ORDINANCES 
Charged to 
Ordinances Description City Contributions Total 
1001 to 
Homan LOG = 1948.) 8 2 cA LES be. $1,345,964.03 $112,664.32 $1,458,628.35 
1059 Off-Street Parking Project 
IN Onegin oe ee ee eee Oe ee 111,847.70 111,847.70 
1060 San. Relief Sewer in 
Berckman St. E. 3rd St. to 
1 DENG Rp Da aa a PO) vm, ieee Se et) eigenen 7,195.46 7,195.46 
1061 to 


1065 inel. For Benefit of 
other Departments 
1066 Improvements at City Yard .... 
Not yet completed 
1067 Engineering Fees So. Side 
Sanitary Relief Sewer ...........-..-. 
Not yet completed 


STATEMENT OF PERMITS ISSUED AND FEES COLLECTED 
BY THE BUILDING DIVISION FOR THE YEAR 1949 


OCMC L OCLC eee a os ae at eee tee Se Oe Bae, eee gan de a $12,593.00 
[EMipd ba buakes MEP arab Gosh elgqeee aie Bie h SIN Se ea Beare eT Ae eee ee ee $10,569.50 
Meet ht ide UC Sun fee) COLI DEL INC Ve ee a ae rae ee ee eee ee 1,275.00 
LES SRAA TCO ASTY LEU LS tae es aa gl neuen cate Sete Pome eeae 574.00 
icoriantee, (GQydobbeksnivaer = ee Oe See ep eeeed 2 ees ee eee ee ea Be eae eee 89.00 
avis trates C@raa a) a Pa eg Ne ee ec 44.00 
hey, erdiieyade| == “ersaree vata step bso Se eee RE ee Ree eee ere 91.50 


$12,593.00 


CLASSIFICATION 


— 
oo 


for 48 Frame Dwellings (garage att.) 
for 18 Frame Dwellings (garage detached) 


= 
ie.) 


71 for 71 Frame Dwellings 
72 for 72 Frame Additions 
94 for 94 Frame Alterations 
9 for 9 Frame Garages 
Ih ae 1 Frame Office 
1 for 1 Frame Addition and Cement Hollow Block Garage 
36 for 36 Cement Hollow Block Garages 
Aton 4 Cement Hollow Block Storage Buildings 
2 tor 2 Cement Hollow Block Stores 
2atOy 2 Cement Hollow Block Chimneys 
2 for 2 Cement Holiow Block Dwellings 
23 for 23 Cement Hollow Block Additions 
itor 1 Cement Hollow Block Garden Apartment 
6 for 6 Cement Hollow Block Alterations 
t aiGye 7 Cement Hollow Block Foundations 
il. iene 1 Cement Hollow Block Motor Vehicle Inspec. Station. 
itor 1 Cement Hollow Block Showroom and Garage 
tor 1 Cement Hollow Block Service Station & Garage 
itor 1 Cement Hollow Block Salt Storage 
aor 1 Cement Hollow Block Service Station 
ieior 1 Cement Hollow Block Swimming Pool 
1 “for 1 Cement Hallow Block Well House 
1 for 1 Cement Hollow Block Public Garage 
115 for 122 ‘Signs 
6 for 6 Fuel Oil Tanks 


410 for 418 Fuel Oil Equ.pment 


18 for 13 Demolitions 

6 for 6 Removal of Buildings 

1 -for 1 Conerete and Steel Add‘tion 
ib fives 1 Conerete Addition 

6 for 6 Conerete Alterations 

2) for 2 Brick Dwellings (gar. attach.) 
1 for 1 Brick and Cement Hollow Block Machine Shop 
2 for 2 Brick Additions 

L efor 1 Brick Pump House 

4 for 4 Brick Alterations 

1 for 1 Hollow Tile Addition 

ZaeLOr 2 Greenhouses 

11 for 13 Gasoline Tanks 


987 Permits 


The valuation, represented by 987 permits, amounts to $3,781,610.00. 
These permits provide for 413 new dwelling units to house 413 families. 


STATISTICAL STATEMENT 
STREETS 


Leneth Streets paved with “Hard Surface’’* on concrete foundation 

(County) 2c Te i ee 6.40 miles 
Length Streets paved with “Hard Surface’’* on stone foundation (County) 2.00 miles 
Length Streets paved with ‘‘Hard Surface’’* on concrete foundation 


COTERY i Lg PE ER nS ee 12.79 miles 
Length Streets paved with “Hard Surface’’* on stone foundation (City) -.....-- 1.73 miles 
Length Streets paved with Bituminous Macadam (City) ....-.-......--..------------------- 25.80 miles 
Length Streets paved with Water Bound Macadam (City) ...-.--.------------+---------- 40.33 miles 
Length. of Improved Streets. .( Ciiy, oe one ee 89.05 miles 
leneth off Unimproved Streetst (Citys sso ee 15.36 miles 
Total: Length, of:Streets’ inv-Gity) 2 ee er ee ee ee 104.41 miles 
Area ‘“‘Hard Surface’? pavement on concrete foundation (County) .... -131,742 sq. yds. 
Area ‘‘Hard Surface” pavement on stone foundation (County) .....::...-- ‘ $1:°974) sqeyds. 
Area ‘“‘Hard Surface” pavement on concrete foundation (City) -.-.-.....-- 269,501 sq. yds. 
Area ‘‘Hard Surface’? pavement on stone foundation (City) .-.-.........4- 19,845 sq. yds. 
Area, “Bituminous Maeadam (Cit ya ee ee eee eee 416,160 sq. yds. 
Area “Water - Bound) Macadam? (City) te eee eee 550,898 sq. yds. 
Total Area of Pavements 2 2.25) Se eee er eS Se ee ere eee 1,399,620 sq. yds. 
Area Bituminous vwurtace: Treatment ey trish o 4c eee eee 86,000 sq. yds. 


I q. 
*“Hard Surface’’—Sheet Asphalt, Bituminous Concrete, Granite Block Brick, Tarvialithic, 
Hot-Col, etc. 


SEWERS 
Leneth’ af ‘Stormy Sewers.. ...c.cece- ok ee ee ee eee ae 39.50 miles 
Leneth Vof (Sanitary Sewers... ee ee ee eee 97.41 miles 
Number of House Connections. on Sanitary, Sewers f-cccseee cscs reoe oree eee ee 8,644 


Pumping’ Stations 2k Ee eee 
Auxiliary Pumping Stations 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT 
February 17, 1950 


To the Honorable Mayor 
and Common Council 
of the City of Plainfield, N. J. 


Gentlemen: 


The Welfare Department submits herewith its annual report for the 
year 1949. 


It operates under state regulations with a Local Assistance Board of 
five members; chairman, Norman J. Abrams; Mrs. Donald C. Luce, Sec- 
retary; Joseph F. McCarron; Aubrey C. Lambert and David Srager. 


When January, 1949 arrived we had hopes that the terrific increase in 
applications which had taken place in December of 1948 would slacken, but 
such was not the case. 


From December Ist, 1948 until February, 1949 we doubled our case load 
and carried along through the entire year at a near 125 cases peak. The 
total cost to the City of Plainfield was $96,205.57 with a 40% refund from 
the State, on allowable items, as set up by the Division of Municipal Aid. 


The $96,205.57 was spent in maintaining indigent persons or families 
under items of basic need such as food, milk, rent, fuel, clothing, board and 
nursing care. In conjunction with this item which, at first glance may appear 
exorbitant, the department collected, either by Court Order or agreement, 
$15,428.41 for maintenance of legally responsible relatives thus keeping the 
persons to whom the monies were paid off the relief rolls. Further, by 
diligent inquiry into resources, legally responsible relatives and eligibility 
requirements, we rejected an average of fifteen cases a month. 


So far we have talked only in terms of direct relief and its cost which 
is the primary reason for the existence of the Department of Public Welfare 
but coupled with this is the great amount of work which falls into the 
categories of counselling aid, inquiries from out of town or other agencies, 
housing problems, unwed mothers, commitments to institutions, referrals 
to State Board of Child Welfare and Old Age Assistance and family prob- 
lems of all kinds. Of these types of cases receiving no assistance whatever, 
we have about 1,000 contacts a month. Despite the fact that there is a very 
obvious lag in employment, in and around the Plainfields, we are proud of 
the fact that in a City of over 40,000 people the average number of persons 
receiving assistance per month was only 350 or less than 1%. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD H. DURANT 
Director of Welfare 
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL YOUTH GUIDANCE COUNCIL 


To the Mayor 
Members of the Common Council 
City of Plainfield, New Jersey 


Honorable Sirs: 


We are submitting herewith the Annual Report of the Municipal Youth 
Guidance Council for the year 1949. 


The Guidance Council and personnel consisted of the following: 


Municipal Youth Guidance Council 


Homer W. Wieder, Chairman 

Rev. Joseph EF. Driscoll, Vice-Chairman 
Howard H. Hush, Secretary 

Aaron Allen 

Set. Walter M. Browne 

Mrs. A. B. DelBueno 

Seymour Perkins Jr. 

Members of the Adjustment Committee 
Homer W. Wieder, Chairman 

Mrs. Laura S. Kinney 

JOnne Es homer 

Stafi 

Emma V. Hamm, Social Case Worker 
Bridget F. Greenwood, part-time secretary 


In our Annual Report for 1948, we concluded by saying we had hoped 
to have a clarification of the legal status of the Adjustment Committee in 
order that we might again find it possible to render that type of service 
which would help to adjust the lives of the boys and girls in our community. 
However, this situation was not corrected, and the status remained very 
indefinite to the extent that the Adjustment Committee was unable to 
function effectively. The members of the Adjustment Committee as well as 
the members of the Municipal Youth Guidance Council agree that there is 
definitely a place for the type of service that the Adjustment Committee 
formerly performed, and that every effort should be made to try to recreate 
some wholesome attitude of the authorities legally concerned. 


In January 1949, the Council at the suggestion of the Juvenile Court 
Judge, changed the procedure of conferring with the cases referred, making 
it altogether voluntary on their part as to whether they wished to accept 
the services provided by the Adjustment Committee. This we found to be 
most ineffective, since it has been our experience that individuals who find 
themselves in difficulties do not usually voluntarily seek help in solving 
their problems. After an honest effort was made in pursuing this course of 
action, we found it impossible to continue because the referral agencies 
felt that there was no possible chance of effecting the proper rapport 
between the agencies concerned and the individuals, to bring about a 
cooperative adjustment of the problem. 


During the course of the year, the Adjustment Committee cooperated 
with the City Court by conducting 19 investigations of referrals of domestic 
cases involving situations where children were members of the families 
concerned. The experiences gained through these investigations definitely 
reflect a wholesome attitude in many instances on the part of those referred 
relative to their awareness of the problem and a determination to accept 
guidance for a better-adjusted family life. The members of the committee 
have given many hours in conference with these individuals and have in 


many instances suggested programs of real adjustment in their personal 
and family relationships. 


It is well to note at this point that even though the Adjustment Com- 
mittee did not have as heavy a case load as previously, there were innumer- 
able requests for social counselling. This work was carried on by Mrs. 
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Emma V. Hamm, Case Worker, who conducted many personal interviews. 
The office had other requests from outside the City for similar services 
but in each case these had to be refused, or referred to agencies in their 
own communities. In most cases these inquiries were made because the 
person knew of someone else who had previously received help from the 
committee. 


ADJUSTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 1949 


Cases Referred — Domestic 19 AV CNL E See Otani ee Eo Total 41 
Referral of Juvenile Cases Referral of Domestic Cases 
PMELen dance ISUDELVISOL -2:0--e-2-2-----oeee soe iN Met with Committee, 
ASL Mea Le a CHC Taye ster net cae 1 LEquest mot mCit ys COUT leew seseeeee eee 1 
OMniemiza rents meemett 2 ee ee 8 Social Investigation only, 
ORE ANEIS «AS WEXEN AI (NINA ae oe 2 2 TOQUCS tm Ol m COUT tie sree eee eee i 
ARORTL “4.0 oe, ek eS tie Sea ne ee Be) LG aa me ei Ee Se 19 


Disposition of Juvenile Cases 


Meceptedm invitation: tos Committee Meetin oy) secs. ee eee ee 4 
OMI SCUMm Ser VICES TOL COMMItLee eit te tee er ee ee ee ee eee 10 
Advised to go to Juvenile Court 4 
Rereare Caml Ome AN OLNeI mA SEN CY hac tee ee amen tie RA let FS oe EE ce a Bt 2 

9 


SascmOonsuleation.-——nowother Servicer offered) 22. ee 2 
EDO tay leeeenene a ere ee eee eee eR te ae ME eR eS RS ONS le ES EP 

Camp Program 

nucnenmattenaingu Bonnie, Brae. .OGampy cts ci. eeesces se eee ee eee ae Se A ee 7 

Cnildnuewm_attendinemOamp. end eayom o..ss...c el oe ee ee 18 
PLC) tal Seen eee a Sern ee ek: Ne eee We ER ae er Re RT Rea ee yt Caer Ot eS 25 


In order to evaluate the juvenile problem in the City of Plainfield, 
the members of the Municipal Youth Guidance Council have made the 
following observations: 


The report of the Police Department of the City of Plainfield on viola- 
tions of the law by minors provides information as to the number of such 
cases, age, economic status, and other pertinent facts. 


The report of the Supervisor of School Attendance lists 15 cases of 
tardiness and truancy referred to the Juvenile Court, plus 60 five-day legal 
notices served. The Police Department considered 101 cases of boys and 
girls between the ages of 6 and 17. These boys and girls were charged 
with a variety of offenses. For the purpose of better analysis, these offenses 
may be divided into four major categories: (1) General offenses (dealing 
largely with minor acts of delinquency); (2) Morals offenses (involving 
sex); (3) Property offenses (stealing, destruction, etc.); (4) Personal 
offenses (assault and battery, brawls, etc.). The number of cases in each 
category were as follows: 


Cire Gen GT a lagers te. he teeta ean ts PR ee ah 34 
CNL) LG per ty hes bhi Sie en Wee oat CS ol ot 13% 
hey SREATOTIC TL Wigner eetnokes sao eel eee a Chee Gk De 2d oul 45 
RA eELOT SOU ime Bir ee ee Ae key ed a oh oe pee 5 


A further study of these cases would indicate that 50 could be considered 
as grave breaches of conduct involving various degrees of moral turpitude, 
while the balance of 51 cases are such that may be attributed to “vagaries 
in conduct resulting from growth and development.” 


A comparison of 1948 figures shows that a lesser number of boys and 
girls were reported to the Police Department for violations of the law — 
to be exact, 75. Broken down it shows: 


(eC TOT OLA C5 (1 Meese thse 9 Duet 8 ee eR ed eat 34 
POMPE GEO ae ore ge re te ee ee, Meet Edw 3 
CT TO TOLd VaR ees oe. as ee et ee oe 38 
CA Va EO TGOT UL ee ee ees Bat ot east aS en nena ea ree 0 


The one outstanding fact in this comparative study is the very large 
increase in cases involving sex—that is 3 in 1948 and 17 in 1949. 


Of the total number of cases reported by the Police Department and 
the Attendance Supervisor, 57 boys and girls were referred and appeared 
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before the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of Union County. The 
Juvenile Court made the following disposition of those cases: 


2 were sent to State Homes for classification and study, and were recalled by the 
court for placement in the community. 
1 was sent to an institution on committment. 
9 had sentences suspended. 
22 were placed on probation for an indefinite period. 
2 were dismissed. 
13 were fined. 
4 were committed to Annandale. 
1 made restitution. 
1 was sent to Clinton for classification and study, and recalled to the community. 
2 children appeared on two different instances and decisions were concurrent. 


These reports raise a number of important questions that must receive 
the attention of the Municipal Youth Guidance Council in order that the 
problem of juvenile delinquency may be better understood and proper action 
taken, to counteract its further development: 


(1) Areas of Greatest Risk — A study must be made of the locale 
from which the largest number of delinquency cases come. While the 
police records indicate age, referral, economic and social status of offenders, 
it does not “pin-point” the areas. 


(2) Causation Factors — What are the underlying psychological or 
economic reasons that bring about the delinquent? What are the social 
forces in the community that tend to result in delinquency or deter 
delinquency? 


(3) Repeated Offenders — The Police Department reports that of the 
101 cases appearing on its blotter, 51, or 50%, had prior record of delinquen- 
cy. What were the large areas of the delinquencies of the repeated offenders? 
What referral was made when they first appeared on the police blotter? 
Were they referred to church groups, recreational or other agencies for 
adjustment? 


(4) Clinical Help — Were any of these cases referred to Mental 
Hygiene Society for some diagnosis as to the motivation for delinquency? 


(5) Trends in Delinquency — The report of the Police Department for 
the last few years shows some variations in the property and general 
offenses. These variations do not in themselves show any type of trend. 
The sudden increase in sex crimes during the year 1949 does indicate. 
that the local trend is following the national pattern. This definitely is a 
matter of gravest concern to the community. 


If any study is made of all the factors enumerated, the participation 
of the Juvenile Court, the Police Department, as well as some of the 
private agencies dealing with young people, must be solicited so that the 
attack may be made with the broadest possible community effort. 


The reports by the Police Department and the Attendance Supervisor 
are not conclusive in themselves, since the figures do not represent the 
actual over-all problem. In many instances there have been those cases 
which were of such a nature that they were not accepted as complaints, 
or where no records were made. These are recognized as incipient behavior 
problems. This group should represent a very important part in our Youth 
Guidance Program, since these are the boys and girls who, if properly 
guided and counselled, will, in most instances effect desirable habits and 
become normal members of society. It is in this area where we feel there 
is a definite and most urgent need for some type of service. 

While the number of cases referred to the Juvenile Court by the 
Police Department and School System does not seem too high in relationship 
to the total numbers in the age areas covered by the Juvenile Court Act, 
it presents a challenge to the Committee, in that each case involves a 
human personality that for one reason or another has indicated a breakdown 
in the moral fibre, and that presents a potential danger to the community’s 
future well-being. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HOMER W. WIEDER, Chairman 
Municipal Youth Guidance Council 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ASSESSOR’S DEPARTMENT 


To the Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
City of Plainfield, New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 


I submit herewith the report of the Office of the Assessor for the 
year 1949: 


STATEMENT OF TAXABLE AND EXEMPT PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF PLAINFIELD 
AS OF OCTOBER 1, 1949 FOR THE YEAR 1950 


Wielmororeuand s(withoute 1m provements) esses eee SSO ero 20 
erlUomOimelIn DrOVeTENUS tree eae rer ee eee ee ae A 40,678,800 


Total Value of REAL ESTATE 


he iE oh rE kt ee ees ARES Be ot Sa Des oe ee eee ae ONE 58,691,125 
Value of Personal Property: 
A. Value of Household Goods and Chattels .........................-.- 3,478,100 
PepvalueroL Marmistock and Machinery  2-..--.-:---..222-2- eee none 
C. Value of Stock in Trade, Materials used in 
Manufacture and other Personal Property assessed 
WneleNe Saye ee i I I ee DS a ee ee Cee Ee nt See ARC 2,736,800 
D. Value of all other tangible Personal Property 
TSC CMI DALSIM CSS) 22820 oss coec teense eee A atid SEES Lees 3,705,750 
Motaiamvaliewols PER SONAT PRO PE RAY ies eaee srr eens ee en 9,920,650 
Cee Ne EG te) Smet VEAP A TLON SO) 28 oc occccen ce eee a ee oe te ee 68,611,775 
DEDUCTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 
Household Goods (exempted to a valuation of $100.00 

SCCM Heol OPO? LG Veel StALULES)) oS Gesces lee ene nce eee ete 1,165,700 
Property exempted under Sec. 54:4-13.12 of 

HONEA CULES MMUMetLerans,. @CC:)) S2c.csiin le cehs sccosctsee cs -senccce-uesescase 805,200 

Realaiistatemtes. es ses5 1 ee ee 371,400 
PENS OM aL else eee as Se eee Pe 433,800 
Moral DCUuGllONnsmanam i: XCM PULOMS rete come eee ee ee eee 1,970,900 
DM immVEA IG UPAMTONG DA XABLE AT LOCAL RATE sf occ cecccececcneee eeseweaeeseee 66,640,875 
em OCCOMUROLASS allroad Vall UAtlON: cecccscr coher ee eee ec ee ee 285,779 
ETO tal Barer ase She ore meet et eee ae Nes on See ee eee cece soe BA UA 66,926,654 
Nit emOreA Cres A SSESSEC, c.cscde 2 este cccdeececcccdocestepses¥ense-= 3.03 
Ibn ere O feuOLSRASSCSSOG 22.5. s2c-- esac cuca llelee cececenceenucntsen-ee 9548 
ING WwaN@ONStPUCTION -ASSESSCQ) 22.25.1522 so o28 nc Seen osce nee dose cosh cescessecaeyesee ele 1,314,050 
Syoa binge TD epee Coil VHS aleve 1 ioe Re ae RNS ooo ee er eee 10,500 
ediahcng@as, Lewete hwyersrel! 52 see seat enee ne eee an Oey ee ee en aOR, nent 592,100 
lenin campru eTN DO tye Ole. 1595 0" Soctest. fetes s ik Bae oc doe ose es cence een seeds 34,050 

(assessed for 1949) 

Exempt Property Land Buildings Total 
PaaUD ICME CLIO OISRe to etter oe es) Jae eae Pee ee, 214,700 1,689,400 1,904,100 
‘Ovens — Syrelnceye ily | = tea Reae eee aa cole Se ah Oa ed ae ac em 34,300 281,000 315,300 
RTO ITCRPELL ODER VMs cre eg ko 2 8 ee kee eee 332,200 458,900 791,100 
(Coreen quer; — ss areca COME NTE I as (CYST eee os en nr ee ee 520,000 2,515,000 3,035,000 
CHSCREEOIDIOS Sajna Ri ae Oo nT Se Sn oe Dae nae 103,300 6,800 110,100 
Other Exemptions (U. S. Government and 

StarcemanameCountys roperty) sese-cess eects eee ee 148,900 197,000 345,900 
TOTAL ASSESSMENT ON EXEMPT PROPERTY ....1,3853,400 5,148,100 6,501,500 

CLASSIFICATION OF REAL ESTATE RATABLES IN 1950 
Land % Buildings % Total % 
EVESLOeOTICI A] | 22.2.-2s5+-2202- 10,985,925 60.99 30,508,300 75 41,494,225 1 Ost 
PeUIS IVES Siatece. 25 asc e 6,444,700 BNO Tl css 6,852,300 16.85 13,297,000 22.66 
Lipo Weveh ae fe | ie eee 324,300 1.80 2,298,000 5.65 2,622,300 4.47 
iChat ck a ee 257,400 1343 1,920,200 2.50 1,277,600 Pee A UTE 
TOTALS by Rene 18,012,325 100% 40,678,800 100% 58,691,125 100¢ 


NET VALUATION AT LOCAL RATE -— 1938 to 1950 Inclusive 
(Second Class Railroad Valuation not included 


Year Valuation Increase or Decrease 
1938 60,242,944 

1939 59.273,994 968,950 Decrease 
1940 59,159,965 114,029 Decrease 
1941 59,028,840 131,625 Decrease 
1942 58,809,850 218,490 Decrease 
1943 58,639.600 170,250 Decrease 
1944 58,098,300 541,300 Decrease 
1945 Di Oo mip 334,525 Decrease 
1946 57,985,300 221,525 Increase 
1947 60,057,600 2,072,300 Increase 
1948 61,561,575 1,503,975 Increase 
1949 64,957,425 3,395,850 Increase 
1950 66,640,875 1,683,450 Increase 
Net Increase for twelve years ....-.-------------- 6,397,931 
AveragenINeresse Der VY CAM aeasss see eee see nee aro 533,161 
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ANALYSIS BY WARDS OF TAXABLE PROPERTY FOR 1950 


Ward Land Buildings Personal Total 
j RR me ae Re AO Ree RE ager ee aes ee! 5,203,375 9,002,600 2,568,575 16,774,559 
TRE RS ee IDS Se a Ge Oe ten ee ae ee 5,398,250 13,118,700 1,584,400 20,101,350 
Od, ee ee ee TS eh eee 3,495,475 9,630,450 1,803,200 14,929,125 
‘sigh Se ONO a ARs idee tet Ce a SE ke ae es BROMO earO 8,555,650 2,364,975 14,835,850 


18,012,325 40,307,400 8,321,150 66,640,875 


MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICAL INFORMATION 


Analysis of the total RESIDENTIAL property valuations of $41,494,225 or 70.7% 
of the Total Real Estate ratables is divided into the following classifications: 


No. Items % 

A Hamiilyae Diwellintg.sigess--- esses eee 5,401 73.32 
Dee amily wie lhine:siss= eerste eee 1,433 19.45 
Sib aml. vay Dwellings ays eee eee 258 3.50 
A Ramily @Diwellinns:siges 22 -e-neee 142 1.93 
iy dakrondhy IDA elbowed.” 25 ceca doatecese 48 .65 
Geen i lyse) wel lanie:s eee eee ees 32 44 
Tamil liye wel lito: Sa reetes sree er cease 10 14 
Sieve TIN EL yaw Tae See eee eee 4 .05 
OPK am tive Dwell ss yess sees neeeeeer serene 4 .05 
Large Apartment Dwellings ...--..-.....- 32 44 
Hotels e ots Bees Steen ee ewer asaeeetie ee 2 03 

TOTAL NUMBER DWELLINGS 7,366 100% 


The area of the City of Plainfield is 6.25 square miles. 
Total number of Assessments for 1950: 
Real Estate Items: 


TIM POV Cg) eee ee ere Se ae see ee tee eee oe eee me Ree eee 8,126 
Wmim proved. ico esol lec esse core eee ee eee 1,898 
Total <.4 ch eevee ee ee ee ee ee 10,024 
Personal Items: 
BUsine sso: Sree ee Be Bn Te are oe ee ee ee 1,019 
terete Cy We EW ey Mee ee eee eo Me ee eae ts oer PISGon 
Total o'etke 2 re Se eR ee ee eee 12,676 
22,700 
Total number of deed transfers during 1949 — 1,051 


All land in the City of Plainfield has been placed on an equalized 
frontage basis. This makes possible a more equitable distribution for assess- 
ment purposes. Economic changes in areas may now be reflected in the 
assessed value by adjusting the base rate to meet new conditions as they 
develop. 


A re-inspection of new construction resulted in hundreds of reductions 
in home owners assessments for the year 1950. 


A survey of the City showed hundreds of dwelling unit occupants not 
assessed for personal affects as required by law under Article 1, Chapter 
54:4-1. They have been added to the assessment roll for 1950. 


Your Assessor has made studies, prepared reports and appeared in Court, 
as an expert witness in condemnation cases. Several thousands of dollars 
in fees was saved by the City which other departments would have had to 
pay if outside help had been employed. 


This department has accumulated considerable factual data with 
reference to property values and statistics pertaining to the City of Plain- 
field. Real Estate agents, lawyers, financial institutions, members of the 
public and taxpayers are continuously seeking and requesting this data. 
Many letters, several thousand visitors and numerous telephone inquiries 
have been received during the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM G. McDOWELL 


Assessor 
February 21, 1950 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION 


To the Honorable, 
the Mayor and Common Council 
of the City of Plainfield, New Jersey. 


Gentlemen: 


Almost every citizen of Plainfield is in some manner influenced by the 
City recreation program. Few realize the scope and diversity of these 
activities. To learn more about the program the citizens should first become 
better acquainted with the staff. Very briefly, meet ours: 


Superintendent — Roy O. Schlenter — who has held this position since 
1927. This long experience gives Plainfield a man thoroughly grounded 
in recreation in general and with full knowledge of our specific local 
problems. 


Assistant Superintendent — Raymond M. Barrett. His formal education 
was obtained at Springfield College and Columbia University. “Ray” is 
responsible for men’s and boys’ activities, youth centers, community centers, 
and the athletic program. 


Women’s & Girls’ Supervisor — Petronella Tacionis — Her background 
includes a degree from Montclair and an M. A. in recreation from N.Y.U., 
previous experience in Montclair and East Orange. ‘‘Pat’”’ is responsible for 
playgrounds, Art Festival, Drama Tournament, Kids Karnival, Shut In 
Council, and other new recreational developments. 

Part of our full-time staff is our efficient secretary, Miriam Cowley. 
Call her at City Hall for any information concerning activities. In the 
field, “Tut” Parello is our maintenance man, maintaining equipment, appara- 
tus and playfields. 

This full-time staff is augmented by fourteen playground leaders, thirty- 
one community center leaders, forty referees and umpires for our athletic 
program. 

We wish to thank the hundreds of volunteers and one hundred twenty- 
six organizations, schools and churches who generously contributed their 
talents to the program. Special mention should be made of the Recreation 
Day Camp, which was initiated in 1949 by the Junior League. This activity 
provided camping experience for the children of all playgrounds. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. ALFRED Le CONEY 
President 


COST OF RECREATION PER RESIDENT 


BY<0 site liye os nme ee ee WL et 83 BW ee kil y sees eee eR Sot OE ed Pe Pe 015 
nlepronelgllie * seeks 5 eae Sa Sere Oe pe ee 067 DD alive ee bee eee ees one-fifth of a cent 


SUMMARY OF ATTENDANCE 


Activity Sessions Participants Attendance 
MOP TITIRUUIN Vem COON GENS pot ccess 22 28-eee. see ens Soe eee ena Soe ped et 145 632 23,170 
atu Generel) ATNCCStyls.-- 22s ee ree ee chat saws Sancecn set 58 586 10,213 
LAN OUOARINC Se OCaeD) AVo COA. IN) gee eee ne ee rence eee een een nee 1,844 1,497 84,424 
BerlOreeliO Dyaae hl OUSCG tse ee ee nk eal eee 35 47 691 
Cmistimasm Cele bra wlone f-22: sae eee ee, ot eal 5 650 1,949 
Elallkesaesioy KCAE rR arene) eS ee ee eee i 2,000 15,000 
AORTIC EO CMEA TES tt tees men dn ree I Tet TO TE Lesbo Sone cate ee 1 1,800 7,500 
TESS TSIATAE, TSU CO > sa Se Aig ee oie 2 SiS art nee ee ee a Ee 1 48 848 
Medders hip mera LNT See nee eee see Ee pea ao 5 20 114 


dete, oye AMA (CAA O WGI co tee -c habe ae co coe ee See 50,000 50,000 
var etl TTT as LO WS ae ee eee ee, ge eee ee een eae. ae eset : 20 4,500 
ferrige base pall xb bition css eee -o-e cess e eee eee oo x22 cee mee 4() 1,535 
1 (a welek Fee 4 yeh b bi ae ot (29 oN) opens ee Bee ee ae a Ole ene Sear eee Eee 38 88 


2 

1 

2 
Nuleoreaveyaonl AW RACES, ees tees Se ak eae Ne eee Pe ire ee 1 400 
Monkevyerbascba lle bx MUO MGLOM gree reece csesee nares ne eee eer ae 1 20 1,000 
UWSDN STEEL Ul bay blag eh ae (sy 0UG eooe Soe ree AOE eee Rene eee mE ar 1 100 800 
Secure DANS. 2a ee eee 5 378 378 
(EVReTEVO ASG Rate Rech Rk A a ep i eae are Sapte SR EP eee ee eee 33 3,520 3,523 
Table Tennis —lourmament -2-.--2--s-.------ Be te Ais 2 ee ey 50 300 
BA PERT iT ot) CRIMI C 6 ool io on nnn doen nn os nenn nach ote nn ere teneneceosace ens 9 240 499 
Prev aR TEs LOGE BO See fig. fos Stat oy ax igdo canoe < remanwn = sheamntnaraee stat oon 233 4,592 4,592 
TWAT RRUIS jecgeee Se eo a See Ra BES ee eae ee ees ce 3,328 Seo 8 
Sieh hey Nobel _- eed eee Rea Se eee crea ee eeeene ener 126 1,400 


ATHLETIC LEAGUES 


Leagues Teams Players Games 
Basketball see ee ee oe ee ere 16 100 1,834 465 17,311 
Touch -ho otal pee ee eee 2 17 L356 58 4,820 
Mootbal le cesviacen saree eee ee eae eee ees 8 NPS 74 dA 13,359 
Baseball 2.205.29 cicets. Sietses cc sae te asaves =e seen 4 29) 582 213 29,619 
Softball) Acts k ee eee at nega 8 56 960 368 24,952 
Gol fig se... fee ae ee eS eee 3 18 216 (isa! 8,036 
GRAND SEO Ae ee eee anes 314,849 


PLACES TO PLAY 


Place Address Activity 

City Hall 5th & Watchung Meetings, leadership training 

Y.M.C.A. 6th & Watchung Saturday Youth Center 

Library Park 8th & Arlington Festival of Arts 

Jewish Comm. Center 7th & Central Drama Tournament 

Greenbrook Park West End Ave. Baseball, softball, July Fourth Celebration 

Cedarbrook Park Randolph Road Baseball, touch football 

Netherwood Golf Club Cushing Road Golf League 

High School 8th & Arlington Basketball, Saturday athletic center 

Hubbard School 8th & Ivy Place Basketball | 

High School Field Randolph Road Baseball, softball, July 4th Celebration, 
tennis 

Seidler Field North & George Baseball, softball, football, touch foot- 


ball, playground, hobby house, talent 
show, community events 


Emerson School Sumner & E. 3rd — Community Center, playground, football, 
softball 

Jefferson Clinton & Myrtle Community Center, square dance, basket- 
ball, table tennis, youth center 

Washington School Darrow & Essex Community Center 

Maxson School 7th & Woodland Baseball, basketball, playground, softball, 
touch football 

Bryant School 6th & Richmond Playground 

Plainfield Ave. W. 3rd & Plainfield Playground 

Irving School W. 4th & Monroe Playground 

Lincoln School E. 2nd & Berckman Playground 

Bergen W. 3rd & Bergen Playground, softball 

Franklin School W. 4th & Arlington Playground 

Muhlenberg So. 2nd & Muhlenberg Playground 


The Recreation Commission is greatly indebted to all City departments 
for their assistance, the Courier News and WXNJ for interpreting our 
activities to the public, the Board of Education for its extended cooperation 
in the use of its facilities, and to the hundreds of volunteers and organiza- 
tions who contributed so generously of their time and talents to make this 
program possible. 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Plainfield, New Jersey. 


Gentlemen: 


In compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of 
Plainfield, I herewith respectfully submit the annual report of the Fire 
Department Service for the year ending December 31, 1949. 


Within this report you will find in a somewhat detailed manner, 
statistics of the various activities of the service, such as valuations of 
property involved in fires, figures of insurance carried and losses incurred, 
facts and methods relating to extinguishment of fires, resuscitation and first- 
aid services rendered, membership drills, and also a brief summary of the 
work of the Fire Prevention, Police and Fire Alarm Signal, and Parking 
Meter Divisions. 


Further comments will be found on the various factors in relation to 
fire defense, and have made such recommendations as I deem necessary 
to keep abreast of the existing and future conditions within the City. 


In conclusion, I wish to extend to you, the Common Council, Council- 
manic Fire Committee, Heads of the various other City Departments, the 
Citizens and the Press, my sincere thanks for the very friendly cooperation 
given in the management of this department during the past year. Also I 
desire to express my appreciation for the efficient services of the personnel 
of the department. 


Respectfully submitted, 


KF. F. DONOVAN 
Deputy Chief, Acting Chief 


ORGANIZATION 


COUNCILMANIC FIRE COMMITTEE 


Wallace E. Weglau, Chairman 
Joseph D’Agostino Seymour Perkins, Jr. 


CHIEF OFFICERS 


Paul P. Adams, Chief of Department 
Florance F. Donovan, Deputy Chief Cornelius L. Fitzpatrick, Deputy Chief 


The present personnel of 72, is divided as follows: 


FIRE FIGHTING FORCE 


Chief of Department 
Deputy Chiefs 
Captains 

Lieutenants 

Class AA Privates 
Class A Private 
Class B Privates 
Class C Privates 
Class D Privates 
Class EH Privates 
Probationary Members 
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Total Fire Fighting Force — 
One of whom is assigned to Parking Meters 


DIVISION OF FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH 


1 Superintendent 
1 Assistant Superintendent 
1 Helper 


PARKING DIVISION — PARKING METERS 
1 Repairman 
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REPORT OF ALARMS — 1949 


o 
“2 ws me +5 mE we mx 37 
“bn a) . on” “bh . 80 ve Mee gs 
og 2) f=} Og og Og orc (outs, oo 
Apparatus: Zu) Zi Zul Zt] Zt) Ze Ze ur 
INOS Runs es 227 — 162 159 76 35 104 P51 
Boxe, 2 ees 42 — iy 13 19 Wy 26 43 
Phones ee 181 —- 143 146 isl 18 78 108 
Werb alae spose 4 — 2 — — — — -—- 
Grass 2.5...20355 SW — 79 84 18 3 3) 5 
Smoke Scare 
AUtO Shee ee 51 —_— 21 19 14 Wy 7 18 
Refrigerators 
Add. Gases 24-2: 13 — 1a 4 1 4 3 43 
Heating Units 
Ohimin iy ees---—- i — Wwe ike 4 —- 18 1a 
Residential. ‘ 
Garages!) == 67 — 36 35 2 4 48 42 
Non-Residential 34 — 5 6 16 11 10 19 
214” Hose Used12,550 — 5,300 8,050 4,200 ue —_ ses 
Booster Lines iy) — 3 24 16 a — — 
Indian Tanks .. 80 eo Ail 184 25 — 1 — 
CO=2ehonn = 9 —- v2 3 — — — a 
Soda Acid ....-. — a iL aL —— — ca — 
Beate © Ulm: -- —- — — — — — — 
Out on Arrival — — — —— — — = — 
Ladders 
Thee, TO GGr tee. 100 — 24 12 14 402 —_—- 
False Alarms .. 18 ~ 9 oi 2 3 14 iy 
Remarks:—19 False Alarms, to which 72 pieces of Apparatus responded. 
Tarpaulins, “Salvage Covers” .....-.--------------------t-------t0++ Used 38 
Oxygen Cylinders, Inhalators .....-.....---------.------------------- Used 40 
Alle -Ser Vice as Ks ee ee ee ee ee ee Used 11 
EGeneratomellood wlio hit sees ere en eee Used 8% 


Out of Town call for Help, ‘Westfield,’ October 16th, 1949. 


RECORD OF FIRE ALARMS, FIRES AND DEATHS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1949 


fe . | oO ae) . 

Months 5 _ 3 5 a < 2 =! as 
alee Lh < = 4 5 < 79) © 

Residential 
Dwellings, Tenaments, Apart- 
ments, Hotels, Rooming & 
Lodging Houses, Barns, 
Privates Garages mete 7 AK al ri SAee lal i de 4 4 
Non-Residential Assembly 
Office, Bldgs., Theatres, 
Churches, Hospitals, 
Insti UtLon sss CO Ol simeessetee= eee 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Mercantile 
Retail & Wholesale Trade, 
Restaurants, Bars, Repair 
Shops, Filling Stations, 
Publics Garages) gee i 3 3 0 1 2 1 2 1 2 
Manufacturing 


Factories, Breweries, 

Canneries, Bakeries, 

Laundries, Printing, Other 

Mfe. and Processing .....-..------ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0) 1 
Storage, Etc. 

Warehouses, Piers, Wharves, 

Grain Elevators & Storage . 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 il 
Miscellaneous 

All Other Buildings, Power 

Plants, Pumping and 

Transformer Stations .........--- 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0) 0) 0 
Grass) or Brush. it Ta AT ee aay 1 Ogee 12 See) 622 
All other Fires 

Autos, Boats, Lumber Yards, 

Outdoor, Machinery 
Mischievous and Maliciously 

Palse Alarm gies ore eerste 3 4 2 0 0 2 1 1 1 2 
Smoke Seares, Honest 

Mistakes, Wrong Location, 

Aecidental Alarms ....---------=-- 7 0 7 3 2 0 2 0 () 2 
First Aid, Accidents, 


Emercency callsi-: = 4 3 5 4 5 6 CaP nO 6 5 
Total Number of Alarms ........ 32° 940 09) 0 61a 3 Oe 0S teed, fae G meee 
Deaths among Firemen from 

fires, ete., during 

Current month AE pte a, A) oes Ly 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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ee, 
ct) = 
< Pi) 
eo) Pall oe 
18 932 
—- 177 
ile 748 
a] 4 
— 244 
5 147 
11 SO 
ie 
— 257 
— 191 
250 30,350 
— 122 
— 411 
— 14 
— +) 
96 ieee: 
— ray 
Hours 
oh naa 
a) o obs 
Z A hoe 
TS oY 83 Peels 
2 2 6 
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0) 0 1 
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1 e 19 
3 0 26 
6 7 70 
715. 46 569 
0 0 2 


FIRE LOSS STATISTICS 


Fire losses sustained for the year ending December 31st, 1949, 
covering all buildings and contents that were involved with fire, amounted to 
$75,031.16, on which there was insurance carried in the amount of $641,000.00, 
showing an excess of carried insurance over the actual loss by fire damage 
of $565,968.84. 


BUILDINGS 
Total Value Insurance on Loss Insured Insurance - 
Involved Buildings and uninsured Loss 
$722,850.00 $585,050.00 $59,128.36 $55,153.86 
CONTENTS 
Total Value Insurance on Loss Insured Insurance 
Involved Contents and Uninsured Loss 
$ 85,150.00 $ 55,950.00 $15,902.80 $10,286.80 
LOSS TOTALS 
Total Value Total Insurance Total Loss Total Insurance 
of Property on Buildings on Buildings Loss on Buildings 
Involved and Contents and Contents and Contents 
$808,000.00 $641,000.00 $75,031.16 $65,441.66 


Percentage Loss .98% (Based on value of property involved) 
Per Capita Loss $1.875 (Based on estimated population of City, 40,000) 


FIRE HOSE — AN ESSENTIAL TO FIRE SERVICE 


Hose is now considered the most essential equipment of a fire Depart- 
ment. Except for the very small fire its use is universal. 

The principal factor in connection with hose comes not in regard to 
the individual building fire, but in its use in fighting a conflagration. For 
the usual fire there is little need of carrying more hose than would be 
necessary to reach from the nearest hydrant to the fire building, and it 
has become generally recognized that this condition can be met with 1,50 
feet or less of hose. 

In every conflagration, the amount of hose used has included not only 
that normally carried on the apparatus but also spare hose, and in some 
cases, thousands of feet brought in by outside fire departments. 

Even for ordinary big fires there is generally a quick demand for more 
hose than that carried on apparatus responding. 

Therefore, experience has shown that an equal amount of hose to that 
carried on each apparatus should be kept at the company station to permit 
the reloading of the apparatus after a fire. 


Its Purchase and Care 


Hose is made of material which is susceptible to deterioration and 
wear. It also can be made in several grades and degrees of quality. Hose 
has certain definite functions to perform. — it must withstand relatively 
high pressures, to be able to transport water with a minimum loss in 
working pressure, and be sufficiently flexible that it can be handled and 
used under extreme fire conditions without requiring a large number of 
men. 

For all these reasons it is evident that we must have definite per- 
formance requirements specified by the City when purchasing fire hose. 

When well cared for and not injured at fires, our hose has a service 
record of many years. For the Mercantile or High Value District, purchases 
should be made on the basis of retiring hose, 7 years after purchase, as 
the bursting of a length of hose at a fire may be a serious calamity. 

To assure against bursting, this Department’s hose is tested at least 
once a year, and any sections injured are retired from service. 

The usual test for hose is to fill each section with water, and raise 
the pressure to 250 pounds, holding it at that pressure for three minutes. 
Then each section is examined for pin holes, (porous), damaged couplings 
and weak fabric. 

Care of hose is an important factor in its life. The rubber lining becomes 
hard and cracks if water is not run through it at least every six months. 
The cotton fabric becomes water soaked at fires and if not thoroughly dried 
out, mildew will set in and destroy the fabrics. Hose can be badly injured if 
folded when frozen. The dirt and grease, and often acids or chemicals, 
which get on hose at fires tend to destroy its value. Because of these 
conditions hose must be washed and then be thoroughly dried. 
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Injured hose is seldom worth repairing. Sometimes a few feet can be 
cut off and the length recoupled, but a length of hose less than 40 feet 
is not regularly carried on the apparatus. 


Total amount of hose, 263 lengths or 13,150 feet now in service in the 
Department. 


During the year 1949, four (4) lengths or 200 feet of hose was discarded 
as unservicable due to service wear or injury. 


From 1927 to 1949 inclusive there was purchased for the Fire Depart- 
ment, 345 lengths or 17,250 feet of fire hose; of this 17,250 feet, 13,150 feet 
remain in service at the present time. 82 lengths or 4,100 feet have been 
discarded as unserviceable during the period of years 1927 to 1949 inclusive. 


Therefore, in view of the foregoing, I recommend that immediate 
consideration be given to the purchase of 20 lengths or 1,000 feet of 21%", 
Double jacket, Wax and Gum treated, Rubber lined fire hose. 


HYDRANTS, WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


When water mains are laid the basis of the distribution system for the 
next fifty years is established. For that reason, it is not economically sound 
to consider only the present or immediate demand which may be placed 
upon the mains. Even though our City is Zoned as to occupancy, height and 
area of the buildings, there is no assurance that this zoning will stand for 
all times. In fact, there has been exceptions where residentially zoned 
areas have been changed to mercantile or manufacturing areas. 


Modern motor Fire Department apparatus is more efficient than the 
steam fire engine, and individual demands of as much as 1,000 gallons 
per minute may be required from any one of the hydrants in service. 


The Fire Department is vitally interested in the water distribution 
system of our City. This interest is not in regard so much to the supply 
works, but is as regards the amount of water which can be secured at 
any place in the occupied areas of the City. 


The distribution system of Plainfield is termed “gridiron” and is a 
network of mains, ranging in size from 4 inch to 16 inch, in the general 
design of a grid, such that ample quantities of water can be obtained through 
adequate distribution of hydrants. The residential districts of the City are 
served predominately by 6-inch mains. 4-inch mains are few throughout the 
City. Feeder mains are 16 and 12-inch mains, with 10- and 8-inch mains 
completing the system. 


We have a total of 587 hydrants within the City Limits, and 4 just over 
the City Line that are available for fire protection. 6 of these hydrants 
within the City Limits are new installations that were recommended by the 
Fire Department, and authorized by the Common Council during the year 
1949. 


Hydrants are in good condition and are inspected regularly. Hydrant 
spacing is wide throughout the City. In the principal mercantile district 
there is a hydrant located at every street intersection and several inter- 
mediate hydrants. The average area served by each is approximately 113,000 
square feet. In the remainder of the City the average area served by each 
hydrant is approximately 240,000 square feet. 


Hydrants, water mains, pressures and water supply are a vital necessity 
to the Fire service. Therefore, a program necessary to the expansion of 
the City and the proper functioning of an extended water distribution system, 
so as its service for fire protection would be continuous and without 


interruption in all sections of the City, I deem is a program worthy of 
consideration. 


APPARATUS 


It has been recommended for several years that plans be laid to purchase 
new equipment for the Fire Department. This program has not materialized 
as completely as it should have and we still face a serious problem due to 


peepee that we have three pieces of fire-fighting equipment that must be 
replaced. 
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The life of a piece of fire apparatus is fifteen years, and the cost to 
keep it running after that is usually too high. As an example of this, 
recently a pumper was in need of repairs and we were informed that 
replacement parts were discontinued in 1935 for this particular apparatus. 
A situation such as this, plus the extra cost and the greater length of time 
it takes to make repairs is a matter of great concern when our fire-fighting 
strength is reduced to days instead of a matter of hours. More important 
than the cost and the time elapsed during repairs, is that old equipment 
cannot be relied upon too fully. 


In considering the needs of the Fire Department and in the interest 
of the City, I ask that the following apparatus recommendations be given 
immediate attention. 


The replacement of Engine No. 5, a Mack pumper, 1,000 gallon per 
minute capacity, purchased during the month of February, 1930, and placed 
in service at Fire Headquarters, 321 Central Avenue; from February 1930 
to June 1947, this particular piece of apparatus responded to approximately 
80% of all alarms received in the City during that period. It is still a piece 
of first line fire-fighting equipment, assigned to the Mercantile or high 
value district. 


The replacement of Truck No. 3, a Mack City Service, (Hook and 
Ladder) truck, carrying 267 feet of portable ladders, tools and other 
equipment, purchased during the month of June, 1930, and placed in service 
at Fire Headquarters, 321 Central Avenue, and responded to all alarms in 
the residential districts of the City. 

On September 18th, 1930, this apparatus was assigned to Station No. 
3, 730 West 4th Street, and responded to all alarms in the West End section 
of the City. 

On June 15th, 1933, this apparatus was returned to Fire Headquarters, 
321 Central Avenue, and at present is still responding to all alarms in the 
residential districts of the City. 

This particular piece of apparatus responds to approximately 90% of 
all alarms received in the City. 

The replacement of the Rescue Squad, a G. M. C. chassis purchased 
during the month of February, 1933. A local body builder constructed the 
body and after completion this apparatus was placed in service at Fire 
Headquarters, 321 Central Avenue, and has responded to all alarms requiring 
a box alarm assignment. In addition to these alarms, this apparatus responds 
to all Rescue and Emergency calls. 

In view of the fact that there is a proposed air terminal to be erected 
at Hadley Airport, which will increase air flying over our City, there is 
always the possibility of potential fire hazards, due to air accidents which 
usually result in serious personal injuries and fires, due to the large amount 
of gasoline carried by the planes, and at the present time our rescue squad, 
now in service at Headquarters is not equipped to cope with such an emer- 
gency. 


LOCATION OF APPARATUS AND PERSONNEL 


FIRE HEADQUARTERS STATION—3821 Central Avenue 

Buick Coupe—Chief’s car. Placed in Service, December 1938. 

Plymouth Coupe—Deputy Chief’s car. Placed in service, January, 1939. 

Engine No. 1—A Mack, 1,000 gallon per minute capacity, combination 
pumper. Placed in service, June, 1947. 

Engine No. 2—An American LaFrance, 1,000 gallon per minute capacity, 
combination pumper. Placed in service, December, 1920. This 
apparatus was taken from active service and placed in reserve 
service, during the month of June, 1947. (Reserve) 

Engine No. 5—A Mack, 1,000 gallon per minute capacity, combination pump- 
er. Placed in service, February, 1930. 

Truck No. 1—An American LaFrance, 85 foot all metal Aerial Ladder 
Truck, carrying 201 feet of portable wooden ladders. Placed in 
service, September, 1949. 
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Truck No. 3—A Mack City Service Ladder Truck, carrying 234 feet of 
portable wooden ladders. Placed in service, June, 1930. 


Rescue Squad—A G.M.C. Service Truck, carrying all Rescue, First aid and 
Emergency tools and equipment. Placed in service, February, 1933. 


Supply Car—A Chevrolet Truck. Used to transport supplies, hose, men, 
gasoline, etc., from station to fire grounds, or station to station. 
Placed in service, January, 1931. 


Personne! stationed at Fire Headquarters as follows:—1 Chief, 2 Deputy 
Chief’s, 2 Captains, 1 Lieutenant, 37 Privates, 2 Probationary members, 
1 temporary member. 


ENGINE COMPANY NO. 3 STATION, 730 West 4th Street. 


Engine No. 3—A Mack, 1,000 gallon per minute capacity, combination pump- 
er. Placed in Service, April, 1949. 


Personnel stationed at Engine Co. No. 3 Station as follows:—1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 8 Privates. 


ENGINE COMPANY NO. 4 STATION, 1015 South Avenue 


Engine No. 4—A Mack, 750 gallon per minute capacity, combination pumpeyr. 
Placed in service, November, 1937. 


Personnel stationed at Engine Co. No. 4 Station as follows:—1l1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 8 Privates. 


FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES 


During the year, as a result of the lack of a modern Fire Prevention 
Ordinance, the shortage of experienced and trained personnel, a considerable 
curtailment was again necessary in the Fire Prevention Inspection program. 
However, many inspections were made and some hazards and violations were 
corrected in buildings in the Business district, in addition to public buildings 
and schools within the City. 

These inspections are made to keep the buildings and property free 
from accumulation of combustible materials and hazards as well as to 
give the members of the Fire Department first hand information as to the 
conditions, hazards, contents and occupancy of the structures and their 
auxiliary fire fighting appliances, that they, the Officers and Firemen may 
be in a position to operate more efficiently in these buildings when the 
emergency arises. 

During the year a number of inspections were made of premises in the 
residential districts in connection with the service yards, the incinerators, 
burning conditions and rubbish disposal. Many minor and a few major 
violations were committed by Citizens, unaware or without knowledge of the 
fire ordinances, and with few exceptions the Inspectors found the citizens 
willing to cooperate with the Department in the matter of fire prevention 
and maintenance in general. 


The details of activity in this work follows: 


INSPECTIONS — 1949 
Routina Inspections of Business Buildings: 


Headquarter’s* Compamies (.-...c24 aieti=. 2.5 cage ese ee eee ee 594 
Nor ' 3s Engine Gompanies, 2c. cne eee eee ne eee ee 136 
No: 4 “BEyneinas Companies pee ss cae se eae ee ee 217 
A be zh Pe miieee e kad iam, MURAL Seip ch Mie BRO Me aorta ek a oe 947 
Rechecks by Officers on routine Inspection reports -.-.--------.--------------- 53 
Composed’ of “Blectrie hazards Sense eee ete ae eee 4 
Referred to -Blectrical® IMs pe ctw ose secs eee ees eee ee 4 
Faulty Heating’ Plants, Smoke. pipes, (@tC. ce tge nnn e tae ee ere 16 
Remedied 'by~ Owmers cists sso on ee ean 16 
Rubbish ® conditions 20.2. ea ee Bw! 
Remedied by .Owners,) om Dersnt Saat eee ee ee 31 
Faulty. Staix ways pccccc ccc cecc teas ee cee ok eee ee eet acta ee ee ree 2 
Remediedsby Owner \...c ee ee eee 1 
Referred to Buildine. Department sce ee eee 1 
Inspections by Chief Officers :— 
Re: Liquor: "License renewals. o.ccc.ccsocctcense oon ee eee tee ee eee oe tae ew n= a ee 38 
Under City Ordinance CP-2, Boarding & Lodging houses, Nursing Homes, ete. -....... 37 
Apartments and: Houses) 2622 ick ee ek eee 92 
dd TY ea 1: ee rr Coes eee pers meee Went) pores APRA, ee De er Pah rete ee 24 
Factory & ‘Workshops’ (202220 ee ee 19 
Inspection of Hotels, re.conformity with (State DLaws | 2252 o eas anncec eee nee nn cree 10 
Apartment violations reported to Tenement House Commission ............-.---------------------- 8 
Factory violations reported to State Labor Department <22222222---22-- Speco cnn occ danas eseeeeenseeerseee 2 
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With the development of our City, and the increasing congestion, not 
only in the business district, but more so in the residential sections, the 
problem of fire fighting together with fire prevention is becoming more 
important each year. The development of new materials and complex 
processing in connection with industrial activities produce new and greater 
potential fire hazards with the resulting need for more complete, wide-spread 
fire prevention activities. These conditions, generally accepted as progress 
of our City, at the same time complicate the problems of the fire service. 


FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES 

Looking forward to a large amount of construction to continue, it is 
very evident that if proper codes are not in existence in our City, mucn 
of the construction will result in buildings little better than those of the 
past. 

It is the responsibility of the City to prepare for this building program 
by the early enactment of a modern up-to-date Fire Prevention Ordinance, 
and by making provisions for strict enforcement. 

Therefore, considering the interest of the City, I deem the importance of 
a modern Fire Prevention Ordinance worthy of your immediate con- 
sideration. 


FIRE STATIONS 

With the development of our City and the increasing congestion not only 
in the business district, but more so in the residential sections, the prob- 
lems of responding to alarms of fire and fire fighting operations is becoming 
more important each year. 

The City of Plainfield has long been in need of additional Fire Stations 
and the relocating of at least one of its present Stations. Under present 
conditions it is necessary for Apparatus stationed at Fire headquarters to 
travel through heavy traffic areas to respond to all alarms in the outlaying 
districts. This means that when these Companies are out to one of these 
alarms, it leaves the business district, Industrial district, Schools and 
Hospital with reduced fire fighting strength in the event of an additional 
alarm. The Fire Department has tried to solve this problem, but because 
of present conditions we are unable to do so. 

We have seen considerable growth in all residential sections, more so, 
in the First ward or Northeast section, and our City is going to continue 
to grow in all directions. 

Another problem that confronts the Fire Department is that our City 
has seen quite an increase in population in the past ten years. The plan 
of converting many old homes into Apartments and other practices that 
developed during the past ten years have brought a serious condition upon 
us. 

We have less fire stations now than we had 30 years ago. We have 
not kept our fire stations advancing with the City. 

Therefore, I wish to call to your attention, proposals for the very 
near future, worthy of your consideration. 

The purchase of a suitable site and the construction of a Bungalow 
type, two company Fire station in the First ward or Northeast section of 
our City, vicinity of East Front Street and Hillcrest Avenue. 

The construction of a Bungalow type, two Company fire station on 
City owned property, located on West 3rd Street and Bergen Street. This 
fire station would be a replacement and a relocation of the present Fire 
Station, No. 3, located at 730 West 4th Street, constructed during the 
year 1898. 

The erection of a five story heavy timber construction modern drill 
tower, also to be located on the City owned property at West 3rd Street 
and Bergen Street. 

The construction of a Bungalow type, two company fire station, in the 
Third ward, or south end of our City, on the land that is reserved just 
for this purpose, located at 168-174 Stelle Avenue. 

The erection of these new Fire stations and the re-locating of Station 
No. 3 would of course mean the decentralization of some Companies and 
Personnel now located at Fire Headquarters, 321 Central Avenue. This, 
would in turn render portions of the Fire Headquarters building available 
for other uses. 
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TRAINING 


For many years, the training program in the Fire Department has 
consisted principally of hose and ladder evolutions, pump operating 
instructions, knot tying and the handling of various tools. This is excellent 
training for the recruit who knows nothing about the fundamentals of 
firemanship, but once he has received this probationary training and 1s 
accepted into the Department as qualified, he should be prepared for the 
succeeding phases in fire fighting education, which should incorporate 
practical fire fighting technique. 


The Fire Department of the City of Plainfield has begun such a 
training program on a small scale only, as the present facilities are inade- 
quate for a modern scientific fire fighting education. Out of all the progress 
‘made in fire fighting education, the future holds even greater possibilities 
to ease the load on the brain and brawn of the fire fighter of tomorrow, by 
the new practical plan of teaching. 


As a progressive City, serious consideration should be given to Fire- 
men’s training, so that greater efficiency in fire fighting may be created. 


Therefore, it is recommended that a suitable site be acquired of 
sufficient area to permit the erection thereon of a modern, five story Drill 
Tower at which the members can learn by doing as well as by instructions. 
A school where members can get first hand experience in extinguishing 
actual fire on the drill grounds. 


Many current factors focus attention on the importance of education 
and training in our present and future fire service. Among these are growing 
fire losses, new fire hazards, new personnel entering the fire service, the 
emphasis on important training placed in educational programs of fire 
service organization and many others. 


I also recommend that two Officers of the Department personnel be 
sent to a Fire College to receive a course of instructions that would qualify 
them as competent instructors in firematics. 

I place this requisite of modern fire training close to the top of the 
needs of the fire service. You will agree, I am sure, that upon the efficiency 
and ability of the Fire Department Personnel depends the success or 
failure of Plainfield’s fire protection and prevention programs. 

There is need of a greater consciousness and appreciation of the 
seriousness of the problems facing the City’s fire service by the general 
public and the officials responsible for the maintenance of our fire 
service, but it is to manpower, trained and equipped, that we must look 
for tangible results. 

The details of evolutions in this training work were as follows: 

Days drilling with Trucks, (Hook and Ladder), 49. 


Duties:—Kinds of ladders, Precaution in handling ladders, Ladder 
carries, Ladder raises, Ladder climbing, Raising extensions, Special raises, 
Hoisting ladders, Operating Aerial ladder, care of ladders. 


Days drilling with Engines, (Pumpers), 38. 


Duties:—Operating pumpers at hydrants, Operating pumpers at draft, 
Hose loads, Hose layouts, Hose carries, Advancement and extension of hose 
lines, Master streams, Hose testing, Care of fire hose. 


- Days drilling with Rescue Squad equipment, other tools and equipment, 
pM. 


Duties:—Operating Inhalators, Self contained Oxygen Breathing Ap- 
paratus, All Service masks, Forcible entry tools, Rescue work. 


First-aid Instructions, class of 25 men, 10 days. 
Approximately 3,510 man hours of Training and drilling. 


PERSONNEL MERIT RATING SYSTEM 


The year 1949 saw the adoption of a Personnel Merit Rating System 
in the Fire Department. 
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The purpose and intent of this rating system is to provide a performance 
record as a useful guide in determining advancement or promotion. With 
the probationary or temporary members the Merit Rating System provides 
a basis for a minimum rating mark or grade that should be attained 
before permanent appointment is recommended. All ratings are made on 
in-service activities, twice yearly. 


The system covers all Department members below the rank of Chief 
ot Department. 


Deputy Chief’s are rated by the Chief of Department. 
Company Officers are rated by the Chief Officers. 


Privates, Probationary and Temporary members are rated by the 
Company Officer and Deputy Chief under whose command they serve. 


All ratings are reviewed by the Merit Rating Advisory Board. 


The Merit Rating Advisory Board consists of the Members of the 
Councilmanic Fire Committee and a Civilian Representative appointed by 
the Honorable Mayor. 


The duties of the Merit Rating Advisory Board, (a) To pursue the 
-records of all reportable members of the Department and affix the 
final rating score to each record: paper. (b) to receive, investigate and 
report to the appointing authority on any member’s complaint of his rating. 
(3) Upon request of the appointing authority to consider and advise on 
any matters submitted to the board as to the ratings. 


MANPOWER 


Manpower accounts for ninety percent of the cost of our City Fire 
Department operations. This, however, is readily understood, as without 
men there can be little overall protection against destruction by fire. 


It is conceivable that a time may come when further buildings are 
of such construction and so protected automatically, that manual fire- 
fighting could be greatly reduced. In the meantime proper consideration 
must be given to existing conditions which are an inheritance of years of 
building without suitable building and fire prevention codes, and with too 
Ittle care for inherent hazards of many processes. 


Our Country recently passed through a five year period during which 
there was a shortage of manpower in all industry, including Fire Depart- 
ments, because of the Armed service demands. This period followed ten 
years of depression when Municipal expenditures were cut to the bone. 


Today, the trend in Industry is toward shorter working hours, and the 
same trend exists in Fire and other Municipal Departments. 


All this has resulted in a reduction of the number of men on duty 
with the Individual Company, to a degree where three men respond. Of the 
multiplicity of fires, only a small number are of a character that require 
other than small streams easily handled by a three man Company. The 
Fire Department, however, is not primarily for this small fire. It is an 
emergency service, which should be designed to combat the relatively 
infrequent fire which because of various conditions may endanger other 
buildings, or is of a character to seriously affect the welfare of our City. 


If conditions were such that no individual fire might be expected 
which would exceed the cost of additional personnel for proper manning 
of individual Companies, there might be an economic justification for 
not providing sufficient funds. 

There are, however, conditions which may result in fires involving 
exceedingly large sums of money and loss of life. During the past quarter 
century, such fires have been of repeated occurrence and the daily news 
items are showing a marked upward trend in large-loss fires, sometimes 
involving a whole City block. 

A destruction by fire of a large magnitude, is cause enough to justify the 
expenditure of sufficient money to provide the manpower necessary for 
satisfactory manning of our individual Fire Department Companies. 
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I am of the opinion that the number of men on duty with an Engine 
Company should not be below five men and a Comany Officer. For a Ladder 
Company, the minimum should be six and a Company Officer, as a lesser 
number cannot effectively render efficient fire-fighting and fire prevention 
operations. 


Where Companies operate in areas where values justify the erection 
of buildings of considerable height, or of large area, or involving high 
values, or considerable life hazard, it becomes necessary to consider the 
manual operation of a multiplicity of hose lines, the extension of service 
to upper floors of multi-storied buildings, and many other conditions, and 
individual Company manpower is of vital importance. Manpower as stated 
above provides a reasonably efficient operating force at night when 
conditions may be disadvantageous for operations and provides one man 
or Officer from the Company during the day for the necessary inspection 
and fire prevention activities. 


It is important that additional Officers be provided so that a Private 
will not have to act as a Company Officer, or a Company Officer will not 
have to act as Chief Officer. 


Therefore, considering the interest of the City, I deem the importance 
of additional personnel in order to keep the normal complement in 
Companies on duty at all times, worthy of your immediate attention. 


FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 


The system is of the Gamewell Type with 108 fire alarm boxes, 18 of 
which are private. During 1949 there were two new Fire boxes installed 
at new locations. Also during 1949, two of the old style boxes were replaced. 
There is approximately 584 miles of over-head wires. A 15 inch gong is 
located in each of the outside Fire stations, and an 18 inch gong with 
three 10 inch tappers and one 6 inch tapper at Fire Headquarters, one 12 
inch gong at Police Headquarters. One 10 circuit automatic repeater, one 
12 circuit switchboard with instruments mounted on it for testing and 
recharging of batteries; one house circuit and one local battery circuit at 
headquarters, and 6 outside circuits are in use. Four alarm registers with 
a paper take-up reel are installed in the various fire-stations. There are 
four 60 inch battery racks with 1943 cells for operating the alarm system 
and one 12 circuit protector board. Two Sterling 5 horsepower electric 
sirens, one at Fire Headquarters and one at Randolph Road Pumping 
Station, with synchronized remote control switch, There are 8 rectifiers. 
Installed at Fire Headquarters is a telephone switchboard with four trunk 
lines and 12 extensions. Three of the extensions are direct lines, one to No. 
3 Engine House, and one to No. 4 Engine house and one to Police Head- 
quarters. The preliminary work started in 1948 of repairs to the Fire 
and Police Underground alarm system located in East 4th Street, between 
Cleveland and Park Avenues, was completed in 1949. 


During the year 1949, the Signal Department has been called upon to 
assist in various emergencies in their routine detail, responding to 3 calls 
for children locked in rooms, removing 4 cats from trees, made 19 trips 
to the Municipal City Parking lot to replace parking lamps, installed new 
Police spot light to assist Traffic Officer at East 7th St. and Belvidere 
Avenue. Also replaced two old type fire alarm boxes with new three fold 
type boxes. Responded to call to remove Respirator, (Iron Lung) from 
Dunellen to Muhlenberg Hospital, (2 trips). Had 17 breaks or opens on 
fire alarm circuits, most of them caused by lightning or trees being removed. 
Repaired 56 switches, sockets, motors, light fixtures; also replaced light 
fixtures, requiring approximately one to sixteen man hours. Repaired leaks 
in heating system in Store room, (Signal Department) located in rear of 
Fire Headquarters. Also replaced a new traffic light control unit at East 
Front Street and Watchung Avenue. This unit controls the traffic lights 
at this intersection. Replaced about 13 thousand feet of line wire on fire 
alarm system, old wire bad in trees. Trimmed trees and insulated wires 
on three fire alarm circuits. Transferred construction from old to new 
poles, 16, Utility Companies replacing defective poles. 
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POLICE ALARM SYSTEM 


The system is of the Gamewell type with ten Standard Police Boxes 
with recall lights and horns, one of which is private and nine of which are 
located on pedestals. There is about two miles of overhead wires and 
about 3% miles of underground cable which is used jointly with the Fire 
Alarm Telegraph System. The following Gamewell equipment is installed 
at Fire Headquarters. One (1) 60 inch battery rack with 60 two-volt 
cells and two (2) rectifiers. The following equipment is installed at Police 
Headquarters; a switchboard with a time clock stamp, a four circuit 
punching machine and a telephone for making calls to Police boxes. 


TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM 


There are traffic lights at nineteen (19) intersections, also one (1) 
all red traffic signal and bell located at the corner of Central Avenue and 
West Fourth Street, which light is manually operated from Fire Department 
Headquarters. During the year 1949, replaced traffic light control unit at 
East Front Street and Watchung Avenue. 


As DiS Y.S ne M 


A. D. T. (American District Telegraph) System, installed at Fire 
Headquarters, during the year 1948. System at present protects seven 
establishments, one a Department Store. System is equipped with paper 
take-up reel, punch and tape. System is maintained under the direct 
supervision of the American District Telegraph System. 


PARKING DIVISION 


The Parking Meters in the City of Plainfield are under the direct 
supervision of the Chief of the Fire Department. Captain and Superinten- 
dent of the Signal System is in charge of the Meters, assisted by one 
Fireman and one Helper. 


Collections are made on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of each 
week and all monies collected from the Parking Meters are turned over 
twice daily to the Supervisor of Finance at the Muncipal Building. 


There are 980 Parking Meters in the City, 807 of which are one (1) 
hour meters and 173 two (2) hour meters. During the year of 1949, there 
were 1,134 Service calls for repairs. 16 meters and posts were damaged 
by collision and replaced. 


There were 30 new installations on Depot Park, one new installation 
on East 5th Street and one new installation on Park Avenue. 


There are two Chevrolet panel trucks in service. One equipped for 
repairs of meters on the road and one equipped for collections and in- 
stallations. 


The Calculagraphs at the Municipal Parking lot are serviced and 
cleaned by the Meter Repair Department and dates are changed daily. 


EMPLOYMENT OF FULL TIME CLERK-TYPIST 


This department is at the present time operating without a clerk- 
typist and due to the large increase in clerical work required to be done 
in the Fire, Signal System and Parking Meter Departments, it is my 
recommendation that a full time clerk-typist be employed. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Plainfield, N. J. 
January 2, 1950 


To the Honorable, 
the Mayor and Common Council 
City of Plainfield, N. J. 


Gentlemen: 


I submit herewith my Annual Report of the Police Department for 
the year ending December 31, 1949. 


The numerical strength of the Department is 68 members consistinz 
of 1 Chief, 2 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 7 Sergeants, 1 Detective, 45 Patrol- 
men, 3 Clerks, 2 Maintenance Men, 1 Janitor, 1 Patrol Driver (1 Matron 
on call). 


MOTOR EQUIPMENT 


Cars with 2 way-radio. 

Patrol Wagon. 

Car used by Detectives (no radio) 
Truck used by Traffic Maintenance Men. 
Motorcycles, 

Voice of Safety. 


a a a a ars 


During the year of 1949 a total of 855 arrests were made by the Uniform 
and Detective Division comprising both male and female. 10,177 summons 
were issued by all branches of the Department for violations of the Motor 
Vehicle Laws and City Ordinances. 101 Juvenile Complaints were investi- 
gated. Of this number 45 complaints were referred to the Juvenile Court, 
9 complaints were turned over to other Police Departments. The remainder 
received warnings by the investigating officer. Radio Patrol Cars answered 
6,274 calls which included arrests, summons, accident investigations, 
ambulance service, escorts, notifications, ete. 


The Detective Bureau investigated a total of 347 major crimes 
including 3 Homicides, 3 Manslaughter, i192 Burglaries and Breaking and 
Entering cases, 4 robberies, 30 Automobile Thefts, 9 Rape cases, 20 Miscel- 
laneous Sex cases, 8 Aggravated Assaults and 405 Larceny cases of all 
types. A majority of these cases were solved and the persons or property 
accounted for. 


In the Identification Bureau there were 543 arrested persons finger- 
printed and pictured. A total of 653 Canvassers were fingerprinted and 
permits issued. Crime pictures or photos taken of crime scenes totaled 24. 


Our Safety and School Traffic Division had a total of 473 boys and 
girls on patrol duty at the various school crossings. Also, 13 men part time 
employed to guard the most dangerous school crossings. 


There were 386 motor vehicle accidents in the City resulting in the 
death of 4 persons and injury to 117 persons. During the year 1949 there 
were 1,144 apprehensions and 1,123 convictions for moving violations of 
the Motor Vehicle Laws, which gave us an enforcement index of 11.33 
for the year 1949. 


(Explanation of Enforcement Index) 
10 is a Working Index 
12 is a. Perfect Index 
In our population class, we received last year three significant and 
noteworthy awards. Nationally we achieved a 3rd Place National Ranking 


based on our whole program awarded by the National Safety Council. We 
received Ist Place Awards for our Traffic Court Improvements and Police 
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Department Enforcement by the American Bar Association and International 
Association of Chiefs of Police respectively. 


Our Driver Training School sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce in cooperation with the Plainfield Area Safety Council, the Nine 
Area Municipalities has continued its fine program. There were 75 students 
who successfully completed the course. This aspect of the work I feel 
makes for good public relations between the Court, the Police Department 
and our Motoring Citizenry. 


SAFETY EDUCATION 


During the year forty-seven lectures were delivered on Safety and 
Safety Councils. Three motion pictures “Teach Them to Drive,” “Danger 
is your Companion” and “Miracle in Paradise Valley’ were shown to 
twenty-one groups with an attendance of 3,236 persons. In the course of 
the year 14 classes of School Children, 7 Troops of Boy Scouts, 5 Troops 
of Girl Scouts and 16 Troops of Cub and Brownie Scouts have visited 
Police Headquarters. 


1950 RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. New car with sound equipment to be used in controlling large 
crowds at events, parades and possible catastrophes. 


2. New Heating System at Police Headquarters. 


3. Traffic Lights at Watchung Ave. & East 4th St., Watchung Ave. & 
East 3rd St., West Front St. & Madison Ave., West Front St. & Grove 
Ste laseerront St. & Church St., and Church St. & Hast 2nd St. All traffic 
lights to be synchronized. 


4. Municipal Parking Lot to be enlarged and also provide for one in the 
west end of the business area. 


In closing I wish to thank you for the aid and assistance rendered 
to this Department during the year. 
Respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL J. GRAY, 
Chief of Police. 
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REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT 


To the Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
of the City of Plainfield, N. J. 


Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit herewith my YEARLY REPORT, as CLERK 
OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT of the CITY OF PLAINFIELD, for the year 
ending, December 31st, 1949, as follows: 


Bond 
Con- Dis- With- For- 
Offense victions missals drawals feiture 
Lig Murder ot Sera ee a ee St ee ee 3 
Dee Causing = Deathub ymnV.ehiCl ous =a ame 2 
So Ra peasy si. 22 eee eee ee ee 2 
Ae eA tCEM Dt a er eee Lele fee an teen ec ee 1 1 
bs ASSault]to Rob! oe ee Oe es eee il 
Giw AOD DET Yee eae Bee epee eke a ee 2 
Tee A CLE POCO ROD pre cesee ee a ee ee 1 
8 Atrocious, Assault’ & Battery 222-2... 4 
OCA ttem pt Comal er ae i ee ied 1 
SMO IM ehb bed bebe ele cay trae Sec Pie RUD Lae A ee 8 oe) pe 36 
Tee A tt Bure lar ys ee ee ee eee eee 2 
12. Breaking, Entering & Larceny. ..................... 2 
Locse Grands GUarceny tert eee 19 1 
hays Petty. War ceny geet. ee ee 6 v 
De AY CeMyaro tae AU COM Ol leit eee ee eee a 
L6“eAssanltisé& A Battery ees ses eee. eens 44 29 oe i) 
17. Resisting or Obstructing Arrest _....2..--.._- 7 2 
TSS A Sssaulty pee ee! 2 te et neh Be eee 2, 
LOSS OF SOT ye Oar oe eee eee ee ee ee ee 4 
20.2 Embezzlement \..-2 2. 2 eet see es i 
2s CONVET SION D VARS LLe gpl et sea ee ee eee ee 1 
22. Obtaining Goods or Money by False 
Pretenseyge 2 ee, Se ey ae ro ee alee a 4 1 
Zoom Worthless) Checks qesee seem i eee ee eee 5 
24; ~Short Weightse& Measures ..22.--.---.--)- 2 
25a keceivine, Stolen sProperty, =e 1 
26. Possession of Stolen Automobile ...... eS eee 1 
Zia Carrying) Concealedy Weapons 2-22 6 
Zoe DaStardy aes te. k ee ee ee ee eee 2 1 
29m Carn alara bUSGRit Le oes mele eens nian er 7 
30 cee ueW ANE SSiapeee cs ee er ee Se AUR 3 
Slee DesertionmccaNOnN= Stl pO teasers ee eee 1 2 
SCA NON=SUP DOLE te oe eer tee ee ee Ee ge ee ee 18 2 6 
33. Unlawful Possession Narcotic Drug ............ 1 
54 ee OOMMOne Dy EUn kad eeee ee een 1 
SUL UT Kor) TS Onder] yaar seen a ee ee Ce 46 2 2 
JOSE LUDIIC me ENtOxXicatlon ise ee 135 9 
Wiha. [Deep deKeky (Gronaknven, Sets eo | 126 50 16 
BSa. | VALLANCY pester. cee ee re ae ee Ses ea eee, 2 
SO ses Oller ieee ee eee Coe a ne ne ea 12 
40. Maintaining Gambling Premises (City Ord.) 1 1 
Aen hint DLN Se Olt ya Or eee eee eee ee 6 
“We Wrakabiyes apeieke lend. Ila aber cece ee 65 2 
3. Careless & Reckless Driving ........................ 66 7 3 
4 ee OTIVINS a withO Ute llCens elma = ko nner 23 1 
45. Driving After Revocation of License .......... 8 
Lo aeeDetectivers Lo ulpmente eee eee 14 
A ALIN SeetOm Disp] ayaeN ain Gee eee eee 1 
4320 Vailingatossignal eee ee ee eee res Py 
AO AES Ets & RC Uih ieee en ee ee De UE Ce 6 2 
DOPE ASSIN o arve dia kolo be eee ee ee ee 100 1 
Hee ASSIN OCOD s Ole nee eeh ee eee Den eae ee 373 4 es 
ba. hiding Bicycles withoutlliehts: —2 es one 2 
Dodi peed in eye. eet eee oe ee el ee oe 437 1 
pace APke Probar Aneaumem ot Lees © pr eae 253 8 
bD eee Kee Overtime: feels = 2 oe ee eee Be 180 
56; PE: Overtime (Meters), 24: 2 eS Ne 6,747 169 
Dip ek with outtehts eo ee ee ee 790 
OSs ek Wit hOUtE DO we Sto DESicine ce en ee eee eee 290 1 
adn AllsotherParkine) Violations 2.4.0. 160 Dy 
60) Allothers Movinem Violationaue eee 94 8 1 
Gla Alding) Ge Ahetting: ee ee mee eee 3 
62:7 SATTEM DG pOULCIC Gera en ea 5 2 1 
63 Conrempty of sCourt’ 2.2.2 te lee ee 213 5 1 
64 Demented }Personsee 2 oe eee 5 
65. - Threatening to Take a Life ..... 5... 36 2 1 
£6.) BPugitive) from Justice 222) ee 61 2D, 
G7. Malicious Mischief meee 5 tee Sigs oe 1 
OS. eMaterial Witness) yes a ee) eek eee 12 5 1 
G9°>) Deserter. =A.W Ose ee FARE! tes ae are ee ae 1 
tO. SHealthvA ct; -Statev ee: Se es eee 1 
Wold Automatic Amusement Games, City Ord. .... 2 


av) 


Bond 


Con- Dis- With- For- 
Offense victions missals drawals feiture 
U2. Jerre Pear Grers Veme AiG cy A Seas: See teeeee eee eee we 
ToeeDorcsmtunnine at Largve 2.82 e te ae 102 4 2 
HET LD OSSEAEN OF LiL CONISG) sec sc oe ote ot ee 42 
ioeeoischarecine: Kirearms, City, Ord) 2... 2 
MOE reson otreet, Citys Ord.) 22. c cee cece esse il 
Tt... Le ScW bal ale Wb) yee eee et RR ee ee ae ee 28 DS 
(omeCadlinwewithout, a license: 221s--2 sees 1 1 1 
MOMS OMCILING sar CANVASSING) 2-...2-2 62-2 e eon 2k Bee 4 1 
S(MLoninomOrdinance Viole 2. 2i22 8 el kee 3 i 
NOS seeeet ee ee vee ANE RS is oe .! 10,615 Stone (al 5 
REMITTANCE REPORT 
Receipts: 
CRGUS, nates MaMa SCs Ee ie ne Seer Aa ee eee ee Be ee Se $33,751.25 
FS OC ELOT Ee LC LLG S eee eee neat Wenn nneteL 5 ANS. eset ee. Se ee ey ee ee 168.00 
$33,919.25 
Disbursements: 
Total amount of fines turned over to State Dept of Health, 
LO OM SErCUTTIID Gea tm loa lo Gr ste errr fee eres Pee ores onan meee eee Pen eee $ 220.00 
Total amount of fines turned over to State Motor Vehicle Dept. 
LOLMEVCOLO DME Chi CLE ms V LOLA ll OTISiysa- tec ce ceca: eee ee eee nce eae one eee ences ese 250.00 
Total amount of fines turned over to Arthur N. Pierson, County 
hreasiTereiore WOLOmmVehlcles Violations sss tes tcc eee eee ee 19,631.00 
Total amount of fines turned over to Arthur N. Pierson, County 
Treasurerwtor Weicht & Measure) Violations —-222---e---creee. 22st este 2 ee 50.00 
Total amount of fines turned over to Board of Health 
HOTEL C 2 LIEV, LOLA CUO TUS eee rns eee eee ese raes eee cee eee coat re oe eens Raa e 135.00 
Total amount of fines and collections turned over to Fred T. 
Jacobs, City Treasurer, as follows: 
DBS a RE ee ee cl aire a ace ee ee $9,051.75 
CORNER, oh ORO Ge a palo eR ep a a Lag AE, Hin ha ANS TR | 4,033.75 
Miaiscellane ousmel even Ue mires ree ec ee ee eee ee 547.75 
oOo 
ADRS IO ESC TNICTIE Sime oa tee ee re tence ee cas EE ee ee IO ke Noe ee oe eee $33,919.25 


Dated: Plainfield, N. J. 


February 4, 1950. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH W. NEVINS, Clerk 


Municipal Court of Plainfield 
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SIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 


December 31, 1949 


To the Honorable Mayor and 
The Common Council of the 
City of Plainfield, New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 


Herewith is presented the sixty-first annual report and the detailed 
statistics of the Health Department activities for the year 1949. 

The center of a city’s public health activities is its official health 
department, on its strength depends the effectiveness of its co-ordinated 
public health program as carried out by the private as well as the official 
agencies. 

During 1949 we were again able to have a full staff for part of the year 
and it is now felt that our work can be carried on as in the years previous 
to 1947, although with the increase in population and the health program 
contemplated, it might be necessary in the near future to add an additional 
Sanitarian to the staff. 

During 1949 the clinics for the inoculation of dogs and cats were 
continued and animals inoculated with anti-rabies vaccine at no cost to 
the owner. There were no cases of rabies in Plainfield during the year, 
although several cases were reported in neighboring municipalities. 

Early in 1950 the following programs are contemplated: 

Tuberculosis Chest x-ray 

Food Handlers Training Program 
Continuation of Rat Control Program 
Rodent Survey of U. S. P; H. S. 

It is recommended that serious consideration be given to the following 
as these projects will assist the department in their endeavors to give the 
citizens of Plainfield adequate protection in Public Health: 

1. Municipal collection of garbage and rubbish. 
2. Revision of the Sanitary Code 
3. Revision of the Plumbing Code 

The assistance rendered by the staff, members of the Board, Mayor, 
Common Council, civic organizations and all persons in making our pro- 
gram possible is greatly appreciated. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERIC W. LATHROP, M.D. 
President 


FRANK M. DOUGHTY 
Secretary and Health Officer 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Occurring *Occurring Total 
in City out of City Residents Non.-Res. Total 
Marringesta- 3) 5% eee eee 317 104 421 134 555 
Births) ee ot eee ee 849 79 928 1,570 2,498 
Still birthist= ie Senos eee ee 18 — 18 30 48 
Weaths eee. 1. ea see Oy ee 356 52 408 249 657 
1,540 235 Uns 1,983 3,758 


COMPARATIVE TABLES 


Residents 
(Rates are per thousand population and are based on total residents) 
Marriages Births Stillbirths Deaths 
Year No. Rates No. Rates No. Rates No. Rates 
1943 $11 8.1 760 OG 14 36 446 ELS6 
1944 299 fe 729 18.8 22 56 412 10.6 
1945 357 9.2 666 LEO 16 41 421 LOT 
1946 499 by 852 PA Gee 20 50 417 10.6 
1947 541 13.6 1,007 25.4 24 60 407 10.0 
1948 462 1125 927 Di ye 25 62 378 9.4 
1949 421 10.5 928 23.0 18 44 408 10.1 


*These figures are obtained from copies of certificates received from other municipalities 
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NATIONALITY TABLES 
Marriages, Births, Stillbirths and Deaths 


Marriages Births Stillbirths Deaths 
Brides Bridegrooms Mothers Fathers Mothers’ Fathers 
Austria-Hungary ........ 0 0 4 1 0 0 8 
Livia esipai/e l= sae ads 20 le 1 0 3 2 0 0 7 
IreRINC ClMMEeE et ete es 0 0 0 0 0 0 i 
ME CITA NY wees os eo oe 0 o 2 2 0 0 ai 
MBG UT) Ce re ees lee 2, 1 5 2 0 0 11 
Gal ames wee eas 0 4 8 16 0 0 28 
LEQUVSSPIE) (4 class ae tori il 0 0 il 0 0 8 
SOON AG | eck aes ae 1 1 2 2 0 0 2 
Winited=e states 2.2... 306 300 804 791 18 18 255 
Other Countries .......... 6 8 all 18 0 0 29 
INIGig ~ fSlczige ete 5s see eee ) 0 0 14 0 0 0) 
mle 849 18 356 
MARRIAGES 
The following table will show the marriages according to ages: 
Brides Bridegrooms 
TS O@TRR, - socoqust tid seis ic ReP lee eee ae acne = UE ae SR veer ee ee 12 IL 
‘Chandler SYS AWYTRS sacgespeee oes ee ene ee oo eae ee ke 193 125 
PLR. sas GY) AEE RRS apt ah ie eet een Ba aa 0 tele Rk aa 59 96 
SG) ase GUS) TREN RSS (5A e A Se i ee alee OI Sean Mae te ete oe Aas eee an ee a nee ee 20 31 
Bi weno AM) SeRORITGES Sy ae Bie a Bg ee eee ee Pm irae ey ne eet eee eee ie 23 
shit) se GEG) SAGES) - ned, AE Reet 8 ee we eee rane ie, ek ee et aes Oe geen ee ee teen a eZ, 8 
Ee) BUC ANTS Ma EN Ben AE LL tare rina sawermanenae Saco dece ds oSnos elk aute tae ede ese 3 6 
By) essa IVER) AAD WERE) Saeed ee il 5 
Hi === GD SAGRIER RS Sey 0 ee ee ae eine Oe te oD areca te ee OO eee ee eee 3 2 
Orie BO ceencsderatiaxiteyaGe te Sea eee ee ae Se Sipe A aang ee ee Meee 2 ee ena en 2 6 
Bal 
The following table will show the number of first, second and third marriages: 
TETSOSIG — GoscetenemacesectHE as io Sea ee Sea aan ae ll a a I eae A an Sepa ee ee Diotes 269 
SEG DIOVE) — cossccna detec Rae eee a ge eR ee cB en =e a BA 34 AT 
TUVOTBEG Lo aeys exeincl esta letkgcpe Es ae eS ee — 1 
Bal 7 
UN TGURE®. sac aece tteihsc cB Aca eee ee Sie a epee ee ene ee eS ae eee eee MeRED 243 244 
INESEPRO. — cccsclebs bso SeSe Ac ae eee a a a ee a8 cs ee ree Ee ee 74 73 
oe 
BIRTHS 
Sex Color 
Male Female White Yellow Negro 
443 406 HW 1 136 
849 849 
Beremorweo mcnildren bor ain hospital! 22.25 <.2:..22-21 22-6 Nectncdccemeseecnsgoentnwan comewesadenntas 813 
NEMA SMO ChTldrene born ata WOME. pose ele Ae swans See seen aes ond ioe een cen ee ooca wes 36 
849 
Ren Ora ECC TICe Ce Ya DY SLOLAINS. corre ones cece secs eee k ee eee neue Sree ces oan pea eee ceee eee 849 
Number attended by midwives ............... wth Ros Ree a St gre Sahn VE a we se 0 
849 
STILLBIRTHS 
Sex Color 
Male Female White Negro 
9 9 9 9 
18 18 
PERIOD OF GESTATIONS 
Full 8 a 6 5 
Term Months Months Months Months Total 
Drmtrve me White: ois. katnd i dscean 4 3 0 2 0 9 
lok fesp” AWE Rey eee See ee eee ene 0 0 0 0 0 0 
CVGMES IG) | ees algal a ee el ee gece ee 4 3 0 2 0 at 
Ls 6 <0 4 0 18 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF MOTHER 
Native White Foreign White Negro Total 
TOSURGHE ase gto Pe EAR 9 aa ae ee ee ne a 3 0 4 if 
car Cee ee eee race OA Shee a ee ae 3 0 2 5 
“Theteile Nghe TEIN ce) oars Aiea, Re cea ee gn Gee eee er eee me 2 0 3 5 
RinTicphiaeeeneee rem ee ee ae a Fo Re ee 1 0 0) 1 
CCOIESIN: gc a oa Soke oo ae Sane Sin gee ie kone Ane eie aR Bre 0 0 0 0) 
9 0 9 18 


PLACE OF STILLBIRTHS 


Hospitah. | s...:. 22.22. esec eeckee cece ee eee ae a ia ae a 16 
At? “Home@ 2heck fete sb ee eS ee ee 2 
18 
CAUSE OF STILLBIRTHS 
Unknown, Was. ckt etek eS ee ee ee ee 5 
Cord. ‘wrapped ‘about! neck 2.20. ee ee ee eee eee 1 
Separation. of Placenta, 1.222)... 225 2o cncec dated sa ceden scone cen oobecaetenieac oe 12 ae de eee er 3 
Hypertension.’ §..00.00) 22.0004 4a ee ee eee 1 
Encephalomialacia © -.24..0.<. 0: -csc-eneaee tenn an earn fee pee cea scene pr nam age eee tt eae it 
Toxemia”® Of" Pregnancy soii22 2. 2c ek ccisccnc cewek teas saosin cc ow es Bee eke Ja ne eee 1 
Tiuetie. 25. fe ee ec Se ce Ee i 
R. H. ‘Sensitivity © 20.22 Ae i oe ee iY 
Macerated. | Fetus. 2c.ccce.2 ecg ee ee 4 
18 
DEATHS 
Sex Color Conjugal State 
Male Female White Negro Single Married Widowed Divorced Total 
igh Neg) lez 44 66 aie LR an 356 
AGES 

Undér Ls sweek e433]. 2 ae 19 

} “week=—limonth =)... ee 2, 

lmonth-—l ‘year tee 2 

fp 2h CA Seca. se eee eect eca a Seen 2 

2 40 WY CATs Ba stress = ee cee ee es 1 

5 ee LORY Cars. eee 0 

LOSS lhe Var Swe. ote es oe ee eee 2 

by ===012 0 Sy Car's ete isa a Ae ee es ee 2 

210 oI 2:55. V CALS ss ee ee te ener noe oes 3 

2 Diizs—= 25. MeV CALS) eacaces eee Lanse ween eee 8 

oO. 3'D IV CATS Seca et ee ee Pe 

35 ==1 40 “years eee ee. eee cee cones 6 

A) === 4 Bary CALS esses ee eee ee ee 131 

45 NS ——50.  VWEalS fees eee es oe eee ee 18 

DO a= Dis VOR ES ieee ern tee oe ee ee a Pa 1 

DO RO OAV CATS tite gente coon oe ee 29 

604=—"65. years)... he ee ee eee 27 

6.5) 0 eV ears Heit Se eee Tae 50 

Ov CD hy CATS ene aes cet ase. See a ee 52 

i: Da— 7S OV CATS pe) cote eras ane cen ere 39 

SOL ——sO OC vied tae ae eat et ee ae 59D 

90 ——l0 0BVears 8 ee ee eee 8 

356 


PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH 


A— i: ‘Tuberculosis of respiratory system 92.2.4 eee 2 
A— 44 Malignant neoplasm of buceal cavity and pharynx ....-----2--:c--cs-c-ceeceeee-e--e---- il 
A—-"45"- Malignant neoplasm of oesophagus flee eee 1 
A— 46 Malignant neoplasm of stomach 2.).0..:.2....-.4.2)....1.4 5 
A— 47 Malignant neoplasm of intestine, except rectum) <.::._....5....-...1seee 10 
A— 48 Malignant neoplasm, of rectum (..20..0005-.0..¥..3-- ee 3 
A— 49 Malignant: neoplasm ‘of larynx .20.002..0..:0.. 2.42. 1 
A— 50 Malignant neoplasm of trachea, and of bronchus and lung 

not. specified, asfsecondary 2.00 2 ee eee eee 7 
A— 51 Malignant. neoplasm of bredst! .4..-0..8s00.00 01 ee 5 
A— 52 Malignant neoplasm "Gf cervix. uteri: ..-..... 00h... 1 
A— 53 Malignant neoplasm of other and unspecified parts of uterus .--..-...-...------- 1 
A— 54 Malignant neoplasm ‘of prostate’ 2.32. eee 2 
A— 57 Malignant neoplasm of all other and unspecified sites --2---.c.cccccceeeeeeeee--e-e--- 16 
A=-~ 58 Leukaemia and aleukaemia *2.02.0000. Je JS eee i 
A— 59 Lymphosarcoma and other neoplasm of lymphati and haematopoietic 3 

System : 2222S AOE | a sat eae 0 a 
A— 60 Benign neoplasms and neoplasms of unspecified nature -------------220000------------ 10 
A— 62 Thyrotoxicosis with or without, goiter. Accsec2ccecce-ces 1 
A— 63" Diabetes mellitus 3.52. 220529. 55, ct keh 10 
A— 66 Allergic disorders; all other endocrine, metabolic and blood diseases .-....... 2 
A— 68 Psychoneuroses and disorders of personality ...---c-cccccccccccccceeccececeecesseceeeeeeee 1 
A— 70 Vascular lesions affecting central nervous system ....-...---..------0-------e--eeeee-s 23 
A-—> T2- Multiple sclerosis 80. de a 1 
A— AB 9 Epilepsy ) -ccccccine otis eee ee a en coe, Aen 1 
A~——#79 Rheumatic fever (2 )3 (653 yee Pee 2h ae ee ie 1 
A— 80,; Chronic rheumatic heart disease! .21........0 Ls. Lee 5 
A— 81 Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease ........................... 103 
A— 82 Other diseases of heart. 2.00:)4) ae ct 5) ee 6 
A—.83 Hypertension with heart diseasé ....2).. ciel ee 27 
A— 84 Hypertension without méntion of heart 2...28.0.14..0000 4s ee 10 
A= 85; Diseases of arteries. 3 ee i ee 12 
A— 86 Other diseases of circulatory. system liqoccececsuin bh oe eee 2 


54 


eS MLO DAL ERD IVC UINl ON TAM te. eee se eee oe teen eh ci Bede dee arueg Eg as es Coin SS Se ee il 
Am) MES Tr OTLCN OTIC UMONT Ga. eo eee ets ot ed Ree ee ne eee Seite ee ak NE ee 1 
A— 91 Primary atypical, other and unspecified pneumonia ........-----.-..---.--------+---------- il 
OMA Other TESPITALOLY  UISCASES owe sce ee en Nec eee 4 
Aes me ON Cere OF 8/110 CON UI freee re eee ree eens eee ec edn pe ds Sansa ees i 
Be eaeani Ce) MPA TO OCTI CLT CUTTS ee eee ace retreat oe ees ee ae BOE ee UME eB EU Os te oe ENS Oe ee oa 2 
Ah ommeincestina ll obStructlOmm an Gai herri aly cesses esse eee ee ae eee ee eae eee aoe a 
Ne OMECCTT TIO SL SMe O lieth VC Terk teeter estes res ce cee opera een ere ee eta rae eee eevee a, Geen 7 
ai) GEO Olelithiasis ranGs CHOLECY SUltiss nsx ce cee cc ro ee ee ew nee none seme ees 3 
A hom Otherudiseases ol; di@estive | SY SCG ee. ee eee 5 
A——lO00m_ Chronic. other and unspecified nephritis, -2cscescecp cc ecesa ss eee re an nedee ees ose tases see selene 3 
MELT TE CLIONSs OL ¢ RIGO Y™ cartes ooo ete ences Nee ree  htee ee NR de te ee eR 1 
Nee ee OAT CULO Fee UTI NAL YasSY SUC IN gece es oat oa ence cece ae ac ns ere nat seca nee eae co aeeenue = nee Beene meee 1 
eee MEBELY DETDIASltALT Ol.) DEROSCALGM .sccee- tek. cect con coce cee ce Aes tee neces ates can cee men ceca ren nae secoeee ee 2 
A—116 Toxaemias of pregnancy and the puerperium .........-...-..........-------:-------------<-- 1 
A ieeinscections Ole skin. and —subcuLaneOUS LISSUWen cece creel ee eee ee il 
een MAU HCLGLS e201 GES OT) GV LIC US ieee ee eee, ee re ene ca ee ee Se een eee it 
A—128 Congenital malformations of circulatory system ....................-.-.2.-22--20----------- 3 
nt OmeAl lL others congenital malformations: .icccsccccc neon ccc xs aceon ae aa ee eee eos ene des 1 eee eee 2 
Peer MES LT L Lime LT)) Utel © Se ete ee we Ree we re ree Ce re RS 2 Seen eee gE ce ee ee ee 3 
td eostnatal asphyxia sand atelectasis oe 2. ccscc sheen cee ocd aoc cece eec cece scene ze il 
mL eCtlLonss Olw thea NEW. OPM) tee se ces on ccc een nec cc erect noe Se eee nan s fed ce ave ne tcese eaeretecea st 2 
AS AS Ame limothere detineds diseases ol Carly infancy, ccscsesne es ecenn cornea =e nee none eae eke ee ee 2 
A—135  Ill-defined diseases peculiar to early infancy and 
THSTRENSABTUC AN AUGeWa RUE UNA YsY sli a eee ant kD pee as ee el ee en eee emi eS 8 
Aa MOM OeETIIIIGY Without MENtION OL DSYCHOSIS: 2a..scstse tec c see aee es cce nce eet gos cceceseiecn setae 5 
A—137 _ Ill-defined and unknown causes of morbidity and mortality .-....................--- 7 
UO MEN UOUOTMEVehI CLE ;AGCIAOGNES celcic sete cee sce sede dees fos bo boa sae ye obese ek eck ae eck oetee nen do eee 6 
er ENC CLO ETUC Leta L1S wetter eer ener tee rene nee ete Seo er vey OY PEMA Stee Sy ee ee 2 
Poem OT CICeman daeselrasintliCved scingju ry: wer co2.ccses oe ee cee ct eee eens cee hee eee te es 3 
E—149 Homicide and injury purposely inflicted by other 
PET SOM Sam LO WALT) mew cL) eee eee ste oe ne ek ea eee een es Le ae eee ee 3 
(Wo ee ee oe ee epee ee ee ee 356 
INFANT MORTALITY 
No. Deaths Infant Death Rate 
Year *No. Births Under one year per 1,000 births 
IL GVEQ) kt at a se ae 553 15 Peal 
ANS () pene ee ae Ss cee Sec Soe a 611 16 26.2 
RS) aul eee Pe ES en NE ae ecoccncedeccade Oat: 19 PTA 
CLAN case i a a EE a as Sele a 903 30 Bae 
STANT = Mn aa hace bcee ene 760 31 40.7 
IONS) Ae ee eres ne) te ees 729 19 26.0 
HOWVUR. sce Lees See ee ee 666 19 28.6 
LSND. | hehe ES er ee ree 852 Ie 19.9 
TLD jest ons NR eS ea a ge a 1,007 22 21.8 
TOUS oS ee a eee eee 927 Dye 2307 
TECH) cals CA 2 Aine le ene ea ee aS 928 23 24.8 


*This figure includes copies of birth certificates of Plainfield residents 
received from other municipalities. 
MICA eatiimera tempers 190.0 0m br thisie ates sects cece cose cea en oeee sane een fens eters et ee 0 


INFANT MORTALITY CAUSES 


He 
_— 
5 atrame a 
a ok Ble e 
uo) Se = ° re) (2) ° 
mtd (oe Bee 88 
v ° so n 
oan a 3 goat Me So Wallan Mine = 
c S oA | zz & » 
iy orfe S iota oleh e a Wee wd ; 
= '&) = [es ee) ee ge Hh actin es <a) 
Cause Color Sex Age 
“PA PSTPAPR UG OR gp eae Baas © SIR ain Ree nee eee By tS ye al i Pe RP OP AD 8 
OMER OIE RS AED. | <edeg tk oe AIR Se Se Pn See ir en nee eae ib eC) a OO ah 1 
MEM CHR List OMB TDIUUT: Vat ete coos os aos ae woe ee (ee al Ta0 iL Wy ty OM. We DM @ 1 
BEOnChOmENneUMONIa ce---ctss. 1 dete sane eee ee cee 20 Ve (me Ce lhe De AP ah 2, 
Premature Separation of Placenta -..-.-.-..-- ithowe XV Ose ab aS wD De 1 
uC Upecs LatOXACTIU Sa eee rece nec ee es Se 0 (ew! OR Oe Onn Om Os C 1 
Congenital malformations of : 
CIC CUIACOL VS VS TOI protein nce een. eee ie at) La 0 Oe PN Mi Ey i Xe: 1 
Congenital malformations of 
GICESLUV OMS Y SLOII mers ae tet ete eee ee Lo Oy Tal FO ak” UP ti Pit 1 
nel ONine Of Me wDOLN 0 tsc-cees: scatter ane eee ‘ie mt ib (L rw GG Mm G aye 1 
MoxAemimas OL regnan Cy)... ee 0 di 30) () eet eer Oe Ome) 1 
Haemorrhagic disease of newborn ....-..----- Lo iat) (ear OP aa a TIF aa 1 
Congenital eventration of viscera -..-.--..--- nO Ome i Omen Ome e Ota. O vari) 1 
fr ot erm ne Gets ee see. ee Se i il or? 1 ae TI UN. Che S 3 
14 9 14 9 gM te St ae Ne GE i 23 


ol 
ay | 


Sm COMO AN CD 
be oe | 
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AGES 


P=" 1.0 GWEATS b..2sese8e ci RE ace seen o ee oa eee ae See eee at ee eee ee 
VO=2.2:0 FV @arSe cere ccscccch sees css ge ae each ee eae ss wae naa ate ow gee St meses aa oe eee ee 


HEART DISEASE 
NATIVITY 


Totaltcae ee eee 


2 = 23.0 oY CRS a on nos ous es Rn sates gece sree oS ee os Se ae eee wee ee eee eee eee 
3:7 PAO MYC BIST eee aca rc Saree sa ee ne an ge eg Se eo ee ee 
AQ—— 750) “VOAVS” [Ae rcleccccc sce oes woes nce n acs one epee oe oe stat = eae eae soe oes nee eee ee 
BO== 16.0) YEAS vase sass sce eee a Sap Son ae cece eg ert ee 
GO——" TORY CATS oe Re ae ee ae sec eae ce re ee a ne ir a ee 
HO == 9 SO CV CATS ee ee ES Bs eee Soca Re se ee ee eee 
SOS 90 VOars 225.255 Fess ssa cess sosase sede cok ceoebanns then meee eotets Nees ee eens or aoe ee 
O01 0) OY CARS Mieee sot ane teere a tee erase art een agenescese renee aa ota Rennes eee ee ora eee 


White 
Colored 


SO HS 69 00 HS OD 
~x 


Hl AS HO OO 
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The following tables give data on the incidence of certain communicable 
diseases reported this year in comparison with three previous fifth years: 


1934 1939 1944 1949 

Disease Cases Deaths Cases Deaths Cases Deaths Cases Deaths 
Scarletmehevel: 228 0.s...cs50e---ce 65 0 14 0 108 0 25 0 
Biphtheriawwee oso ee eee 3 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 
vO O Mu MOVE) a2s--s20--s222eeen eee 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
PRI DOLCUl OSI Gimeno -- aan eee ee 39 3 16 3 18 3 24 2 
eum Ona ees. oc 92 31 84 16 23 8 15 3 
WORN TKETRVAD) tok aie eel ga 5 epee ee a 2 2 2 1 14 i 0 0 
IMieaicl ig mire ter - oreo e oac cee ee 301 0 9 0 169 0 361 0 
German Measles .....22..-.......- 3 0 3 0 DE} 0 506 0 
MICK OND OSS oces we eaeaees eee concncene es 102 0 101 0 347 0 5T7 0 
Wiahoopine Cough, -:.------.-...-.-- 58 0 127 2 37 0 29 0: 
Spinal Meningitis ........-.--......-- 0 0 1 0 tat 0 0 0 
ZOO RY. CLIGIS Watt eee e-cce ecco tee 5 0 0 0 8 1 Ne? 0: 
Ringworm of scalp ........-------- 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 
MUPICHITOSES eric Beta eos ern 0 0 i 0 3 0 4 0 
Mascellane@ous | s2c2-.c--6csec2-22-ec--e 9 3 14 0 129 1 **45 0: 

681 39 380 22 884 14 1,604 5 
** Mumps—41 


Paratyphoid B—2 
Amoebic Dysentery—2 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Under 20 20-40 40-60 60-80 W C M F S) M W 
2 5 f 6 15 {| 17 5 


aD 


WeatismOimeresidentseiner eal tle ipsa ree ee eee 2 
Deathsmort residents out) of) Plainfield) 222... ee 12 
Number of deaths of cases reported in 1949 ..........----..--1--..--- a 
Number of deaths of cases reported prior to 1949 .............- q 
Casemratempera 1.000. popUlatiom psn eee ee 54 
“| Dyer. renee foyere ILO) evovouimateny Go ee .34 
PZErCentag ew te chilis Cea GIS yess en eee oa eee ee ee 3.43 
*Based on total deaths of residents in Plainfield and out of Plainfield 


1949 ANNUAL REPORT — VENEREAL DISEASE 
Syphilis Gonorrhea Total 
40) 


INewscasesmaamitted:to Vi.D. Clinic? 222..22..2.2seescees cece 51 gl 
Mmotvalmeaceseunder treatment 3) 22.26 -2o-2.c. 28.5 ces ec nce cecckccbececetuececees 191 88 279 
Number of cases discharged as arrested or cured: -....----------- 10 40 54) 
DIischaLeedetOrOtNeL CALC.) eee eee fr ee es itil 7 18 
Discontinued treatment without permission: ..........-..--..-.----- 4 1 5 
IPERS  CKerRe AG 6 £e8 es Se ee ae ee Se eee i a i 
Patients examined—not infected with V.D. ..................-------- 84 
Number of treatments: 
Syphilis Gonorrhea 
Arsenicals Bismuth Penicillin 
106 59 
Patients treated with penicillin: Patients treated with penicillin: 
(Hospitalized) (Ambulatory) 
16 30 
Blood tests Spinal tests Smears Cultures 
630 29 Cisternals 199 178 
Total number of clinic visits for treatment, examination or advice: 
VV; LG mene A ema ee hae Oeics or SEO A eee are rh Pa ey Ne eae 314 
OOS Cha ee se ter eee ee AE Pes ee Seen ee ac ae eee 1,080 
GUCGGiey | ache Ph ae geld C5 OR ako aha BD at Shae ARID e AB aoe S.A eee eS 1 EM DEP Dhan 1,394 
Pernienuraber wvisite, in clinic daily sessions > ,:-.<..c.<ccc.22ce. -scesecianw secon ssnneeees 226 
Total clinic sessions for Pencillin Ambulatory Treatments .-.............-- 130 
MiOtale NUM DerarO Le EF Tee mV ISLES > 0 oer) eee ee ees cone secant eens 534 
Total Cash collected: (To Muhlenberg Hospital) .--..-.......-2-.-----------2----0------ $390.30 
New Patients were referred to clinic from: 
Hospitalee@viunleni bers mance Olinics aes sree ree eee ee 18 
(SPA TY [ict b teats ae WE Bas SO ee pl em Rr OL: PS adele Neat ai, te ee eee 18 
riya Cems  LViSi Cla Ti eee wee Oe Ps St een Mee 14 
mM Dlay men tex Ali ALOT See eee eee a ee ee ee eee 10 
TTS CHO LEL CE ri ee ee Se ee et Been Wee ee oe, Seo aac re (2 
ab li cw ever [time N Urs eee ee 8 ee ee ee ee Be Re eae ils 
Pires aici t a Lee ee ae en Oe ee eee eee eet ee REA 3 
OPH eC LIN CSi te ee ee el BP RES Ae a eee es ae ae 4 
ARGS eH ID Lite Ot reek, MT ee Dees Fie RS NEP RE AP a Bee ee oe ee oo eee 91 


Patients referred from Clinie to other care: 
Privates Physician ® 2. ee ae ae ee ees Ore ee 5 
Clinics (ihe es Se PE IE Eine ed ee ee ee 9 
Unions County Jails oe eee eae ee 1 
SA TINY 5 \Vocctre tree se bee ee none ce ee a ee ne gee ees ee ee ee 1 
Marl DOU: -bccecccsae oc eee ees Se AE De OE ee) I 


Total yo ce eos er a a he eet NY ns 


The following inspections were made in connection with food and 


drinks: 
MILK 
Receiving: “stations 2.0 2 ee ee er ee 0 
Creameries' and pasteurizine™ plants? ...0820.200... 2 eee 4 
Dairies 55 so thee he ni et LE ee a ela 0S YT eC 0 1 
Routine? milkivsamples® 223) 22 ee ee ee eee 718 
FOOD SAMPLES 
SwabuiSampleésy peso) oa ant? mE Bele tee ne 0) 561 
Ringe and. Wash Water’ Samples 32s: 3 eee 18 
Talks onfuténgil ‘sterilization _..2... a ee eee 42 
Miscellaneoiie?. 238 #0 iS ee a 2 ee 6 
FOOD SUPPLY 
Bakeries 3.0.3:37 Bu sco een tae es a oe Ee ee 28 
Bakery (Wagons Ji!) 228) 27) 2" ee i 5 
Gonfectionery, soda, ice)’ cream, ‘ete. oe JL sie eee 39 
Food exposure> 2: 225.0 a" a ae eee Ds ia? =e eee 18 
Grocery @ stores 92-02)5 et Se ee Ee ie 28 
Meat’ marketsi : 20:5 ees ee to ee a a ee ee 13 
Foods ‘condemned’ cand; embargoed | 2)... 0454.08) eee 5 
Délicatesséens. sl. nS ee ee ee Ph 5 
Restaurants; “hotels, ete.d 2. ee eee eee 56 
Bars! and. taverns:j¢08 244.205 yee a ee a ed es 33 
Miscellaneous tt 8 oe Ne I oe 42 
WATER SUPPLY 
Irispectiong nin: i2 geet. ke cdc: ee a 9 oR ke a 37 
Trips eollecting - samples 4.2 2s let ee 45 
FOOD EMBARGOED OR CONDEMNED 
46% aqts. milk 
200 Ibs. flour 
le? doz. cans prunes 
22500 Ibs. ice—(embargoed) 
314% pts. drugs 
GENERAL SANITATION 
General Inspections: 
Alleys *s.2 8 Bee Fiore ste Been ee ge eee, ce 11 
Back: Yards ) 2h 7 0 OV eR Ts Se eb ea 83 
Barber{Shops, \eted 4. 5. otae Pts ie pee) 39 
Factories 4.2... A Re, et etm AR pene Cm Oe) Se 9 
Housing!) i) bt a ene at sa an dg ce ee 95 
Laundries yi Saad Pe a ee ae oy ee 1 
Privy’ Mailts 24.020. 205 Mh ees Fen). ee Aaa, ree 1 
Poultry *yards, (8): dao) 2s SE GE ale ob one et ae ae 2 
Theatres 9 is 2222425 5 2 ai ae: Bes tr ge ne, ee ae 3 
Slaughter: hevises v.65) 90" 2740 Pi Nia anys arta Oo) nay 3 
Frablic: toilets? i225 Ng state 20 OE ee nes A ie ee 1 
Swimming ‘pools ake see) eee Ae eee oe eee 29 
Miscellaneous '4.2.1.54. 3 Sk 0s neal a ee ea Oe ee 174 
Complaints: 

** Original * Inspections! 42! 45.0 35 eee ee 494 
Re-inspections «22.)."o... Je 8 9. SV ae Oe ep ie let ee 842 
Notices.served S20. ci) Set) pe a el eg eee ce 923 
Wisits to sOurt | escmorsct ln a ee , en 55 
Miscellanequs: 4.2220 unc Ld, SA ee te 46 

Plumbing: 
Water, teste ss citys sat tess ade eae ee 190 
ARR LOSt8 scctetsscsnoeaecnin dk cisyh ses. eae genie eae Se Os ee 86 
Additions and: alterations. ..:.: 0.40 0bc ck ae ee ee 131 
Old ‘systema 2. tadpole ge ee, ee 1 
Iron) sewer’ connections (<.4..40..0).-8) 49 ye8 ee a 162 
Miscellancous: (sic st 20s Sok ce ach et Pn ee leat 48 


728 


451 


2,360 


618 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


NESE LIN SmrQce CONLOTEN COS rete sete tae cme ts eect eed cet ae aes eee cent ee eee rian ee ee 240 
ERIC CMM OA D111 2 Sure ee 8 5 ay es Aa ee ee ee naa ae oe 63 
TLS RUYe), Qala Ne, el el Sd Be ee oP ESAS 8 Sn re Sa ye OA ee 11 
AVEereeys lll eT @ © US eee en ae ee ee ae ee et ee Se oe Nee BS 


MOVIES SHOWN BY BOARD OF HEALTH 
Showings Attendance 
12 339 
**Forty-eight inspections made upon which no complaint was filed. 


COMPLAINTS 
Causes for which complaints were made: 

HILO DEAL AT DAL CMEATS OSA lumitercs ete rere ae ea ere we ete eee on eee eee 3 
ECE G eee eee ee ee ree AAS ere WEN ine U UR eee waa eee ae ele. eee sme ue 60 
PStUerClLen LT MIneat ANG. NOs Nea ty — eek. ee ee se ee a ee eo ee eee eens ooo 53 
Ser Tea VaR C OT) CL LCL OT See Merce eee eee ee Se er ee Ee Sood, Se Ue 40 
, TUTE: fend og ey Coe y eee a ee me eh Nh ie eee REY ok Ee Ua pee Oe Pe eee oe eae 34 
EXOT. OUND Weal) VG Ge Re NL ae Ak Se al ie ap ee Se ee ee ny eee 19 
OW OrenRO.cde GmeC ON CLEL OTIS mieten te tas ee eel eg ge ce ater oe ene ote Mees cco eee Ge 
WTAE. THOT SECON. a Aas een See comer ARES tn UN ee oes, A Sane RE Be oer ete oe 14 
iDxewwnyartenese «Come. TUERS Tay See whe wi a ama eta dd ecg SOR IN ca 14 
HREWENRTEAG! cokes See et Eee RR ES edie ee cil ne Seek is nee San a ee 14 
Oiecnsivembulmnes MANGMOGOLS | hls ett ee Fe te Se ee ek eee 13 
MySUIMICICN TREO CE MER CLITLICS 02 coterce cas ee neck tae n cso noe wt se seers eee seta comeeee eine 8 
LMVLOpDeEEB Anti zaclomeOte eating sUbensilis ps bceeces ee eee en eee ee 

NRG HODRESTE SSS ha ape a Se a aaa oe a ee nA ee ee entre 9 rs eal ee War yi 
iPlex@rnce. selybere. gag Ge wereree eee ee i lee ers ian en aio gle ee Ree ete LP ones 6 
MESRTOXDEROERS. OIE” Sey Goh Laken Aaa aoa eae iene ee ene Ae ee oie Sie Oler eee ane Seen Smet 5 
IPO, TNVAR (pccodSsse4 Aas eae a ee eee aroha pale A, ar fete AR Ale ee eRe MERE eae 5 
Hes vaeCNICKEMN: syalOs teecct oot sees. eee erent Ol eh oe Se Det Ree ee cess 5 
Domania Le lar eeu eee 6 es hoe Se leeks eee Re 4 
lPryevticuerye! SeeWIS et Oe oe SO anne A oe sas eent es a. BUR Ger ne ty ea pees ome eee 3 
OMIM DU SINESSMeW LOC! a 11 COIS Oly eee ee es ee eee seo eer eeeeee 3 
OUEST CMmn IO Ti yey aeons eae ne BU as es ea eee ee Ne ee 2 
lai Cull ae OLS Meme tence nt ee eae Sore. Deel oe go ee aS oe ee ce eee ee ae 30 


ANIMAL BITES 
NainabemOMesDCESONS bitten py “ATM Als: so ec see eee ee ee ee eee seen oe 
Animal brains examined in Board of Health Laboratory: 
OSE 1h. ere ee tere oe IEE ee ee ae eee te ele aes 0 
Nii crcets 157, nnn ae ee nm I eee Se OME tg SO Ae SG od Oe a eR ed a che nie 4 


Animal brains examined in State Department of Health Laboratory: 

INI@ROWEBVO. - bel pees eet eo et a USI Ee Bi a ane Sei eee ee ey Ge ee ae 1 
Manet Olmepersonseitakingmantirabie: treatment) -2-.-t eee 
Number anti-rabie inoculation clinics held during 1949 ..............2.222.2--------------- 
Number of animals inoculated: 

CORES) peat SE I Be ee Ss Se ee UP a See eee Man OS eee ea PR 53 


LETTE ceiaatemeseies 5 AL SSAC eR mae Bi ee RE gd eit p90 OI ee Se SNe eRe et ea Ee Rr 
ese BHODSEAnCm Nalraressinom esta blishme» ta meecsssse soses cece rece oeneee eens 
FE aoepsmertrersn set a eG AEN A LE NE gL EA a Da rs SIM nO PE aE phe en RR oie EPR 
Ey 1" nnn eee a Ve eee a ie A Ae Ee en te La ee Ohba ae ae FEO ee 
CONSID conse so ecises eee nc Uae Bi gE a Ie ae Pe sn Cc ne es On a 
REN AVA TENET SUN Lem OU S Cents eee ees ca oe ee ee ee ee 
Oey S Cat DLL SLIT ON GSM ek see a oe ee ee ee ee es ee eee 
Milk: 
_fexeagllene GUS ATGR REI 8 sek Se Fs ie Bh Ey eR SR eae a eR ae aan Se aoe Sea Lee, oe 47 
SEDI DG eek Se SO aie oR A Derr ae 9 Den Ge eer Se eRe eh Ts UNG EDEN POS 129 


REPORT OF THE PLUMBERS’ EXAMINING BOARD 


December 31, 1949 


To the Board of Health 
Plainfield, New Jersey 
Gentlemen: 


The following is submitted as the report of the Plumbers’ Examining 


Board for the year 1949: 


Mirmpercox amMinatiOns Tel geste. re ee ee ee 5 
PT DOG DLICATITSe CRATING Bee ae see ae 11 
Number Master Plumbers’ Licenses issued ...............1:.... 5 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRANK M. DOUGHTY, Secretary 


Plumbers’ Examining Board 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE SINKING. FUND COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF PLAINFIELD — DECEMBER 31, 1949 


RECEIPTS: 
Balance! January: 175.b0:4 9 ee ees ee eee 
Triteres tot Set ee a tac ee ES el Oe ee SEERA 
City sof Plainiiel!d= Bondsye Macure dye eee eee 3,000.00 
CitymotsPlainfield Notes: Paid me) 30,543.43 
Citysot Plaintield VA ppropriation se eee 1,641.94 
City ote Plainfielde Deficit -harning sme ee 742.95 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
City, of (Plainfield for Maturing’ Bondsi-....... 3,000.00 
City of Plainfield Bond Anticipation Note ........................ 37,000.00 
Cash (Balance sDecember?31,1940 2 ee eee ee 
ASSETS: 
Cash Pires 5 are PASS ON See Be Cet ee Eat ee eee 596.91 
Securities #8 5225.1 35 See Se es ee eee ee 120.580.00 
Deficit-ine Barnines ) ti. sees see 2 ee ee eee 655.32 
LIABILITIES: 
Sinking Fund Requirements as per Law ......-.-.-..---2.2----.---- 117,803.14 
Surplusy ) tok eee a oe ee Cr. ee Ss ee eS 4,029.09 
“SINKING FUND INVESTMENTS 
Cash ye 272 eee ae ee ee eh ee oes tet et Ee a ee 596.91 
Citysotebrlainticeld@Bondsea (eat) sa ee ee ee 20,000.00 
aCity, of7 Plaintieldy Notes ( Pare eee ee 43,780.00 
U.4S> Treasury.-Bonds §( Par)? =. he ee eee eee 56,800.00 
Deticit@ in LMarnings i. oe et ek ee eee ee 655.32 


¥. 'T. JACOBS, 


Treasurer 


60 


$ 1,294.31 


39,302.60 
40,596.91 


40,000.00 


$ 596.91 


$121,832.23 


$121,832.23 


$121,832.23 


PENSION COMMISSION—CITY OF PLAINFIELD 


TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT — DECEMBER 31, 1949 


RECEIPTS 

Gashiwoalance——Janiuarys ls o1949 —2 4 2 ee ee ee 
City of Plainfield—Salary Percentages ...............---.-..-------- $ 138,186.80 
CitveoOtmerlaintield—=9Appropriations meee ee doe lemme Oe! 
Interest: i 

WEASEL reasuity.. SONG Sy reser ee eae eee $2,684.35 

VGuETE CI (claws On Csi Gr NO.L CG meereeee es ena ee 1,563.58 

Bonde Gre NiOTio aS @ai a. sets tenon. cee Baer ae ene ene 599.00 

we 4,846.93 

Nios Oo Ca GC CLUC LILO Nise pete ee ire bee aes SEL Te hee 675.42 
eta Ga O11 CO ae AG SOS Bess ee oer ee en eae ee ee ne ee 10.00 
City of Plainfield—Appropriation—1948 Deficit --...---.-...- 3,300.00 
State of N. J.—Tax from Insurance Companies ......-....-.-.- 4,847.69 
State of N. J.—Subsidy Chapter 254 Laws of 1944 .......... 10,050.25 
Police Dept.—Confisecated Monies ........-....-..---------------+------ 16.32 
NOGA O11 Speers See ea ee ee Pee or A eh ee ee crete ee tees he 30.00 
City ot Plainfield—Payment of Notes 2... 22-...2-...J2----- 43,829.09 
Citys OL, laintield——Bondst Matured e222 ooce nose eee 1,000.00 
Sale of $10,000 U.S. Treas. Bonds 2s 1952-1954 ...-..........-- 10,000.00 
Profit—Sale of $10,000 Treas. Bonds 2s 1952-1954 

CEVA | HR Teks Wig lyn a ee ia a eae eee ee ee ee eee PAV SN) 
Sale of $10,000 U. S. Treas. Bonds 2% 1959-1962 ............ 10,000.00 
Profit—Sale of $10,000 Treas. Bonds 2%, 1959-1962 

QE! FB TORENT we gen 4 ee ee aca a De a ee Nr 321.88 
Transfer from Investment—Queen City Savings 

Ana OATeA SS OCLALLO I eet mess eee eee eee Cana So 5,000.00 


Taxes collected monthly—1015 West 5th Street. 
Plainfield, N. J. mortgage—To be paid to Collector of 
Ke Smclst tN Yy MmDeCCOMVG™ Cer cartes seats os ocean Sete eee 191.63 


DISBURSEMENTS 
lexethiceyes aeqval daw eey MEXh ave nmey ciel fl Sart ia Ieee eet ee ade De oe ee 58 894.30 
LEC ASCMOLBOLUY MN OLC Sumeette toe ees et Spee a ee 68,000.00 
Investment—Deposit in Queen City Savings and 
HE OATA SSO G1 Stl O11 aetna eee ee ee ee Ee ee ee ee 5,000.00 
Stenosraphic | Service——Hearings  -24c.c.242--sece-cs- noble eseeescese seas 20.00 
eora MS Cia LCC—— Tl ATTN GG. ene ee cet tee eons cetes 25.00 
DOeLO Sm OSE CG—-H CALINGS) -.c2 sesh vacc ode. ose see cen sce neew cent he cucen seuce 10.00 
Plainfield Trust Company—Safe Deposit Rental ...............- 10.00 
Hoe braverman’ & Company—Audit (20 o cose oen es eccee sence seen 125.00 
OK OMOCENS UA LIOTION Vin cerent reer ee cece ndeesnaw tetas ee ees 62.91 
Taxes Paid—1015 West 5th Street, Plainfield— 
Lio menilonte cee] due Thmnti iste ee ceescec eee nee tee eee 194.62 
Gashwobalance-—December 31-1949 occ cw woe es ents wee easczese 


*Included in cash balance of $655.07 is $33.89 of Trust Funds 
held for payment of taxes 1015 West 5th. Street. 


Cash 


Bonds & Mortgages De Rca 5 ek eS re aoe 
EVM VERT TN GL I 2 MES OTIC Ge QU eIN O LOS perce ce eee ee acca nee ee oe re es ve reece 


U.S. 


Value of Pension Fund—December 31, 1948 
Koicmousbonsions tund=—Wecembern 31m V9.4 Oi eee ee oe ees eee eee 


OCH ee Rey Tibor WM Rey Kotrigeal Gib bois Ree—mst MAO: Via a ei Ye oh ce ee eens ee ee ee 


VALUE OF PENSION FUND 


FF. T. JACOBS, 


Treasurer 
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$ 12,301.55 


120,695.55 


$132,996.90 


132,341.83 
$ 655.07* 


---$ 655.07 
Se LI Go2a.o 
--- 161,500.00 


$173,787.85 


---§ 182,938.62 
seer AUTOR ETM cts, 


sao 9,150.79 


City of Plainfield School 


MEMORANDUM OF INVESTMENTS 


Bonds 444% dated 7-1-24 


$2,000. due 7-1-56 
1,000. due 7-1-57 


City of Plainfield Sewer 
Bond 3834%% 
Due 12-1-50 


City of Plainfield Bond 


dated 12-1-37 


Anticipation Note, dated 12-15-49, 


due 12-15-50 No. 19 


City of Plainfield Bond 


Anticipation Note, dated 12-15-47, 


due 12-15-50 No. 22 


U. S. TREASURY 
21%4% 
214% 
214% 
2% % 


Location of Property 


1105 Lorraine Avenue 

1148 Kensington Avenue 
1015 West 5th Street 
911 Leland Avenue 


1956—59 
1963—68 
9 6: (—— 12 
1955—66 


Book 
Value 
at Par 


een $ 3,000.60 


1,000.00 


60,000.00 


8,000.00 


10,000.60 
20,000.00 
49,500.00 
10,000.00 


$161,500.00 


LIST OF FIRST MORTGAGES 


December 31, 


1949 


TO, tte AS Tee eer Oe Mek ee nab.c. $5, 000-60 


62 


cbs Sova ee teen senate cekec ton bones Cee ee eee eS 3,800.00 


Annual 
Yield 
Cost Approx, 
$ 3,706.20 2.85% 
1,000.00— 316% 
60,000.00 344% 
8,000.00 316% 
10,000.00 24%" 
20,000.00 21 % 
50,660.16 244% 
10,904.25 2.30% 
Original 
Amount 
6,000.00 
4,000.00 


Market. 
Value 
12-31-49 


$ 3,500.00 
1,017.50 
60,000.00 


8,000.00 


10,496.87 
21,012.50 
51,577.15 
10,945.75 


$166,347.80 


Present 
Amount 


$ 3;162.69 
2,900.00 
1, O0LOT 
3,600.00 


$11,632.76 


REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES 


Collector’s statement required pursuant to chapter 115—Title 54:4-91-Laws 1944 
City of Plainfield—County of Union—For Year Ending December 31, 1949 


Cash Receipts 


(1) (2) 
Notatewuplicate 949... 2 see ee AS 3,443,628.34 
ACUCUMDY aOhapsoovm role LO41s ee eee 6,694.43 
NOT ETMPAN CLOLLULO MS ee otot noes saan sere eee eoccce le. 888.54 
MINOVGER |. apse hae Ae ee  RRA eee se ee ney ee ae 
Collected (insert Amt. in Col 1 & 2) .......... 3,250,899.51 3,250,899.51 
Wanecllicd -nemitted, e ticss nee eee 10,270.90 
Transferred to 
Tax Title Liens & Fore. Property ............ 874.87 
MI COUT RUAN ote foree tine oo seed ee De eae = 
ot ale Cred itsiter sts oss ee 
ISYRIINWOVG(ES Sune eee es Oo 2 ees ie een Pee Be 
Delinquent Taxes 1940 to 1948 .....L......0.0.1... 179,395.49 
PAT Cle CED AUXG Siena tase ee oe 21 EE eee ieee 57.75 
Ota leo clinguents) |. see:---2-02 22-2 --222- 
Collected (insert Amt. in Col. 1 & 2) .00......... 164,717.14 164,717.14 
ancelicd=Kemitted a i122- 1... 2. cdsesci2kce| -n2s Sonate tates 7,897.61 
firansterredato lax litle Liens 22..--c------.-.--- 163.35 
plore WOE CLG Sipane cen ea see et ee 
ES cl cts Mme aera PR eet yolk ts Se ee eee 
Aaxaeitiemiiens: gan. st 19:49 8122 ake LOAD Zuo 
Pace rea |” La NSN Ve ot ee 786.70 
IMO COMD VEE LrATIStCrs sete. toot Pe 690.77 
Bic) bce ner ete sees een Ls Lien Sess 
Redemptions 
iniserteAmtains Cols Li & °2)), 2.2282 ae 1,340.09 1,340.09 
Transfers to Foreclosed Property ........-------- 4,983.06 
2G UTROTE SEY COVERT UT ©, Sos, SI a els Be yt arn ee a —_— 
HLGtalMOneditswet +a 2. oes ee Ph Fees 
al ani e mere es ee Ween et oe ar 
Other Cash Receipts (Specify) 
MEANCHISCMLAXGS) citi tj ae Sole he lcst 156,846.08 
GLOSSMmReCeLDUs Daxesiy st) ore ee 73,120.09 
irerestm cca COste) = ees eee ee eed 15,598.22 
SEATCOM CCH Memes of s Mee tye pee 1,476.25 
Collection Fees—Delinquent Taxes ...... 1,065.22 
PASS OSSIN Cl) LOM ee seas ee eee ce ene ce uoe eee 26,342.48 
Overpaymentsote Laxes, S22. 667.84 
Overpayment Interest -........02.2.22222.22--2----- 4.37 


1948 Financial Business Excise Tax .... 4,544.99 


PotaieCach ® Receipts. kc tee. 3,696,622.28 
Lopaleeaid@e lreasirers ase ee eee 3,696,622.28 


Certified Correct, 


JOHN C, DILTS 


Collector of Taxes 


(3) 


3,451,211.31 


3,262,045.28 
189,166.03 


3,451,211.31 


179,453.24 


172,778.10 
6,675.14 


179,453.54 


11,930.20 


6,323.15 
5,607.05 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER 
December 31, 1949 


To the Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
City of Plainfield, New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 


The financial condition of the City is reflected by comparative balance 

sheets of the several accounts, viz: 
Exhibit A Current Account 

Capital Account 
Trust Account 
Welfare Account 
Dog Fund Account 
Federal Housing Account 
State Housing Account 

The cash position of these accounts is shown in Schedule of Cash 
Reconciliation, together with Schedule of U.S. Government securities 
totaling $1,269,263.63. 


CURRENT ACCOUNT—EXHIBIT A 


The Surplus Revenue Account shows a decrease of $2,136.59 for the 
year due to loans advanced during 1949 to the Capital and Trust Accounts. 

The 1949 tax levy, after adjustments due to remissions and transfers 
to tax title liens, amounted to $3,440,065.54. Of this amount $3,250,899.51 
was collected during 1949, leaving a balance at year end of $189,166.03. 

Adjusted delinquent taxes including tax title liens at the beginning of 
the year amounted to $178,339.42. During 1949 $166,057.23 was collected 
leaving a balance at year end of $12,282.19. 


CAPITAL ACCOUNT—EXHIBIT B 


At the beginning of 1949 there was an unexpended balance of various 
Capital _ Improvement accounts in the amount of $261,663.48. Authorizations 
during 1949 amounted to $1,729,060.00. 1949 disbursements amounted to 
$355,414.25 with cancellations of $125,699.04, leaving an unexpended balance 
at end of year 1949 of $1,509,610.19. 

Bonded Indebtedness on December 31, 1949: 

Schook Bonds: 22ee0s Sige ae ee ee $ 671,000.00 


QyAoawn 


Less: Amount in Sinking Fund Pledged 

Lo> Payments ore Lerm _ Bonde... .8 oe ees 121,176.91 
Net’ /School> Bonds) ct ea eg eee eee $ 549,823.09 
MunicipaleSerial Bonds) eee 1,350,000.00 
Net: Bonded Debt © 2.208 coe ey 2 eee $1,899,823.09 


Public Works Reserve $155,308.25. This account represents a reserve for 
post-war projects created by annual budget appropriations during the war 
years and interest and premium on Government bonds purchased with 
funds provided by the reserve. This fund was depleted during 1949 by 
Ordinances adopted by the Common Council as shown in detail below: 

Ordinance 


1061 On Account of Purchase of Fire Engine $ 65,500.00 
1062 -Addition* to JointtSewer Plante. ee 124,440.00 

1063 On Account of Purchase of 
$5 ‘foot Aerial’ Trick eee eee eee 25,368.25 
$155,308.25 


TRUST ACCOUNT — EXHIBIT C 


On December 31, 1949 unpaid assessments were recorded in the amount 
of $17,328.51. During the year assessments totaling $11,879.49 were con- 
firmed. Collections during the year amounted to $26,342.48. During the 
year $360.00 of delinquent assessments were transferred to the tax title 


lien account. An appropriation of $360.00 was made in the 1950 budget to 
cover the amount defaulted. 
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Reserve for Compensation Insurance. This account represents funds 
provided by budget appropriations of various years for establishment of 
a Compensation Insurance Fund for the purpose of underwriting compen- 
sation insurance obligations. At the beginning of 1949 this account had a 
balance of $27,003.95 to which $5,168.75 was added from annual budget 
appropriation and interest on investments. 1949 disbursements amounted to 
$7,249.55, leaving a balance at end of year 1949 of $24,923.15. 


WELFARE ACCOUNT — EXHIBIT D 
This account represents funds received from the City by annual 
budget appropriations and from the State of New Jersey for its contribution 
for the purpose of paying poor relief commitments. 


DOG FUND — EXHIBIT E 
This account represents funds received from the sale of dog licenses, 
etc. for the purpose of defraying the costs of operating the Dog Pound 
and anti-rabies clinics. 


FEDERAL HOUSING — EXHIBIT F 


This account represents funds received from rentals of the sixty (60): 
housing units constructed for veterans by the U. S. Government which 
funds are used for the payment of operating expenses, and the balance 
is held in escrow for the U. S. Government. 

By agreement with the U. S. Government these units were turned over 
to the City of Plainfield as of December 1, 1949. 


STATE HOUSING — EXHIBIT G 


This account represents funds received from rentals of the twenty (20) 
housing units for veterans constructed by the State of New Jersey, which 
funds are used for the payment of operating expenses, and the balance is 
held in escrow for the State of New Jersey. 


Respectfully submitted, 


RAYMOND J. MYZIE, 


Supervisor of Municipal 
Finances and Accounts 
Dated: March 29, 1950 


CURRENT ACCOUNT 


COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET SCHEDULE A 
as of 
January December 
lst, 1949 31st, 1949 
ASSETS 
CANSIE, 2 dascs Se She A ee Se LI SR Ne ee 419,967.47 535,225.82 
Teextneyy CORSO ey Sl a NPN OR Oe Se Batak See BESO El ae 220.00 220.00 
MME S MG ONVeErNMeNnt Securities 222-12. cesses oo cek encncdcbec ne secs oececeeeeeetee 625,000.00 625,000.00 
Taxes Receivable Including Tax Title Liens -.--..--.........2.-.....------ 189,848.22 201,448.22 
EEC OSE (MEE ODOT UY fie ont at eect ee ee ed eee 77,200.00 72,300.00 
Para DOMME TCOCCOLU 2 bleu eaten ee geen ee tees tet er ed A! 15,000.00 33,500.00 
ATOR CTY MTC VCT) UCSe nsec eee see ee en ce seuneen 20,530.00 16,513.60 
AUS CUT EMC COL 21) Gren eee ee ee ee ee eee ee 22,784.59 
1,3847,765.69 1 o06,9 92223 
LIABILITIES 
ORME UCP CREB ESCEVES soe sec caine eeee chee eee ae sateen Ake eee g lee oac 664,107.42 
Pra OM TON eCY sl lees UG Set ee mete ee ot Ra ee ae ee cece. Sov cast pee at dans doses 749,258.80 
erat) CACTI) CMe RU LIT) CLUPAN COOUITIUS fe ce e neces ee eae es eee ene Soren pet ee 4,304.76 6,203.73 
ErepaldmRevenueswands Deposits met. ices o sos noce 0282 2ea ane aces een 322.00 512.50 
Reserves: 
race eee Tt Cae Le oes 1 Gl ee OTIS tear roe eee ace soot See ran eee een 189,848.22 201,448.22 
HO TECLOSEU Mm ETO DOLL Year a aera oe ce eee eee et eee 77,200.00 72,300.00 
bP Sha eh LOPS aks ORO ONO EWN iN Oe ly ae a See te Rn CONS) ee ern San ey 220.00 220.00 
INGLER ER CCELVIA DIOR 22s --5. 5 eee noe eae eames Ae ae eee! 15,000.00 33,500.00 
SHOU ROU TEGS A RMES ICS NEV ep GEE) ole ae Se oe eS Ee eee 396,763.29 394,626.70 
PCCOULUES MECC CELY SOLO eee Fee weed eae sees ae eee naen Anemenetenes 22,784.59 
Road Construction or Reconstruction with State aid -..... 26,137.69 


1,347,765.69 1,506,992.23 


CURRENT ACCOUNT 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


RECEIPTS 
Petty Cas ly rece a eo a oe enn ne eae 300.00 
INO LES EGE COIL) > | nna ee ara eee 15,000.00 
Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated .............-2...-------------0-+--- +2052 463,327.40 
Miscellaneous Revenues Not Anticipated ............---------------------+-- 44,009.89 
1IAO™ Prepaid | Revenue sieee sess 5 sete ae ace es ne een ence eee eee 512.50 
Delinquent (axes and Tax Title Lienges. 26s. 166,057.23 
110 4 Ose a KOs ie ee re eT a a ee eee Ener eee 3,250,899.51 
Payables and Mund A CCouUn ts eres ae ae eee eee 26,844.83 
Cancellation 1946 & 1947 Outstanding Checks ....-..........-.---.--- 15.64 
Total. (Receipts: scesscc foe. ns ee oe en ee 3,966,967.00 
Gash eBalance——sanuary wile 1 9419 eee cere eres eee eee 419,967.47 
4,386,934.47 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Petty.“ Gash ee eee a ee eee ee ee ee eee 300.00 
PULCHASE TOL PINOLE S reece cee eee tee a cae ee es a eee eee 33,500.00 
1943 SAM pPLOpria tion | WeSCTV.GS meee reese eet eee eee eee 632,118.14 
T9AQWADPrONLiatlOnS ©. eee ceases eo eee ce eee eee Se eon. eee eee 3,156,650.64 
Payablerand shund eA CCouUn ts wees see ere ne eee eee eee 25,909.53 
Refundwvoverpay ment. 194.8. ch axe geese sass anne eae eee et 3,230.34 
Total” Dis bursemenbse gcse ccs ee cas seen eee ne eae ene 3,851,708.65 
Cash Balance—December 31, 1949 -...........---.---------- eee AT 535,225.82 
4,386,934.47 
CURRENT ACCOUNT 
CASH RECONCILIATIONS 
Bank Cash 
Balance Checks Balance 


12-31-49 Outstanding 12-31-49 
BANK ACCOUNTS 


GENERAL FUND: 


Plaintield Sirus tis CO ee ee eae eee 479,716.83 24,097.95 455,618.88 
State “Brust: (Cote 2) eee ee er oer ae 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Plainfield National Ban kee eee ee Ronee Set 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Mid-=@ity “Drust? Co te2ee eS eee ee eee 40,000.00 40,000.00 
Central Federal Savings & Loan .....::............... 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Queene CityarSaizin osu Gree 170 all) eee eene eee eee 5,000.00 5,000.00 
WELFARE FUND: 
Plainfield, #ixus tee C0 mee eee 8,381.68 52 TOS 7,854.19 
DOG FUND: 
Plainfield “Trust,) Cony 2 sxceeoeeceeerer eo ett 4,144.74 22.60 4,122.14 
FEDERAL HOUSING FUND: 
Plainfield ‘Trust? Co ghar  ee eeeee 10,306.86 4,133.92 6,172.94 
STATE HOUSING FUND: 
lain field . rus te Cove ees eee ae 5,540.57 45.00 5,495.57 
658,090.68 28,827.05 629,263.63 
CASH ACCOUNTS Reference Amount 
Gurrenty A ceounts . c23-0 22... ce ee ee A 535,225.82 
Gayits yA CCOUN tag <282 cence see aca ee ee ee B 8,516.50 
aD TISteeA GCOUN Cites eens ee ee ee C 61,876.56 
Wielfares ACCOUNT (2 22.sc0n--.. co ee een ee D 7,854.10 
Doge-Fund VACGGOUNG) 2 i.-c-- sce ee eee E 4 1 220r4 
Federalmhousing: | Accountwe... 25 2 ieee ee F 6,172.94 
SLALe. TADUsINe UACROUNG! — neocon ta eee ee G 5,495.57 
629,263.63 


U. S. GOVERNMENT SECURITIES 


Purchased Sold 
Balance or or 
Reference 1-1-49 Exchanged Exchanged 
Awe OUETETIG PA CCOUNt) s2-.-2--2-22 eee 625,000.00 625,000.00 625,000.00 
OAL DICAIEA CCOUN Gs jitten feee- sce 22,000.00 22,000.00 44,000.00 
CAT St eer A CCOMN t. Ses-csee--s-see--- 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
662,000.00 662,000.00 684,000.00 
CURRENT ACCOUNT 
STATEMENT OF BUDGET OPERATION 
Debit 
ixcessminwl949) Required Lax Collection (228.20. 2..:ccc12ec--ce-e 
Payment from Capital Account for Loan. ..-:...........--.-----2-- eee 
1948 Appropriation Balances Cancelled- ...................222.2.---2.22------ 
Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated _.....2.222.c2222cc4-tcecceedete seen eee dee es 
Miscellaneous Revenues Not Anticipated ..-........2.2.2.2.2-2222.2------- 
Gancealiatloneotm funds ACCOUNT Sa -sesses:-ccee eer ee oe eee eke ose we sabes 
Cancellation 1946 and 1947 Outstanding checks ....--..........------ 
Mocmcm GOO plialmands DrusteAGCOUNtS coceeecere sees see cee 33,500.00 
Mounty se Share of 91949 ‘Added Taxes <...-..bc.ccclse. Me cccpenscedenes canes 1,019.62 
Retunodsoverpayments Ob F948 Taxes, ...c.-scccccec cece orden cee ceeee es 3,230.34 
Bae Cemt Om SUM DUS Hit @ VieM UG 2 om once st hase eee Ake ees 272,863.41 
310,613.37 
SURPLUS REVENUE ACCOUNT 
PSA Cea vam lime LOA Oi coe ess ee es 2 ee cade eaceoutnn dee 
TAOS eLS MAD DCODEIALION 2.1.0.0 cccs2c0..98 Seed cee dees ce -coeepencacecuazeenss 275,000.00 
Baulsmcemotmelo4 Ga budewet Operation <-c-h205)2sss<cecc-c ec occ eee cdee se eecees 
BatamcemOecemper 2a ly 1949 ye ee Bey eee ose bs ence sees! - 894,626.70 
669,626.70 


310,613.37 


669,626.70 


Balance 
12-31-49 


625,000.00 


15,000.00 
640,000.00 


Credit 

138,598.13 
15,000.00 
30,905.05 
81,948.71 
44,089.89 
55.95 
15.64 


272,863.41 
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CAPITAL ACCOUNT 


COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET EXHIBIT B 
as of 
January December 
lst, 1949 31st, 1949 
ASSETS 
GUO, — assynth ace ttues Seo eet ae eee pe gee 8 oe “Pg SAD Ie eRe at We aie Bey 91,583.09 8,516.50 
We SaEGOVernment Ln VieStIMeMt Sig oc: cece sees 3c ee ee eee eee eee 22,000.00 
MO nOmemen FmeA Ut hOrlz a tlOulsil --.st-s eee same eee eee ee 261,663.48 1,509,610.19 
Costmorelmprovements an PTrOSTess) osc on ae-2 secede eee 150,836.52 885,449.31 
Estimated Proceeds of Bonds and Bond Anticipation 
ING LeSEEe AU bHORIZeCM DUtbe NO tieISS Ue Cimes stesso ere en ee eee 368,475.00 1,523,204.49 
a waAncer LOM OINte Se Wer COMMISSION © -2.:ssess secs: ee oes eee see 8,500.00 15,300.90 
Deferred charges to Future Taxation— 
isxorecleysl hese Se Beer eS OS abe Sa Ok Se ae et 2a ee Se een a 2,140,582.26 1,899,8238.09 
NYO tHE OINGC Cie errr cae ecg oe See nee eS SE ee Peet ks 53,188.27 6,595.46 
UNGUMbITSikine umd COommisslon, - ss se eee eee ASS Ae re: Vd BGO 
3,215,246.36 5,469,676.45 
LIABILITIES 
lov ementarA DOLODCLIAtIONS) mele sess. seere secs tee ee eee ee 261,663.48 1,509,610.19 
Bond and Bond Anticipation Notes 
PUNO GTZ Cam Leet O tant SS WC ae sce acento eee ee es ee 368,475.00 1,523,204.49 
Wepociee willed OUNt) SewermOOMMISSION) S.22....22-s:escee se eee 8,500.00 15,300.00 
Per ramets OT Cise—— 5 CN OOS petessoae cere menn) eer ccs toe 2 ence sucteans see she seee bese -eeees 185,000.00 182,000.00 
Sanna  LEXe res KS STe oe vey Kiem epee Oe pe ik ep er ee 577,000.00 489,000.00 
Sarena learn SS Gwar oye W Ie are ae Sencar eee ee ore lee Oey oe 1,497,000.00 1,850,000.00 
np Lowmementm NOCESS. PAY ables 22. so ses sen pace se eeee ee. eee ee eee tes Ha Lessee 126,620.51 
RESERVES 
Down Payment and Capital Improvement Fund 
Tenpled ee Ga VEUINT CTT) ale were tense eee see eee eee ee en 19,554.06 21,477.46 
Sclroo lies sees Vleet ee eee eee Me Tee ee 45,000.00 
miedeed=——Munierpal) 6 iSchool (oer ieee ee cence eee 29,025.00 120,795.00 
Public Works Reserve—Chapter 187 P.L. 1941 ............2--....---- TD Deo US cis 
“Cevruiigall SIO TIS) eek Ee me ae Ap ee ee de ey Pm ce 32.30 7,228.80 
DEM OSTEO VaR OUN tye Of5 UNLOM se20 1 se Sae. Sas cea Pore A ee 15,000.00 
Reserve for Cost of Improvements in Progress .......-............-- 124,440.00 
3,215,246.36 5,469,676.45 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
RECEIPTS. 
Cacsnmbalancemoanuary. Le L049 oe ee eo eek neces eee 91,583.09 
From: 
1949 Budget—Reserve for Down Payments and 
Capital Improvement Fund—Municipal ....................------------ 100,000.00 
SCO Ole re ee ee 25,000.00 
SETA O MELT CaO OTM INNTISSTOTM tees. seer eee eek ee en eee 3,000.00 
UeSemGovernment. investments Sold) sees eee sce eee ee 22,000.00 
Gee AE OUT Sepe wits ee tee, ee Ne tee eee A LEE ee eh eee et 6,696.50 
HMO LO WeImMenltwN OLES MES SUC Cl ire stern te enc cecn eee en eee seen oe eee cee 126,620.51 
Trust Account (For Assessments Confirmed) ........-..-.-.-.--- 11,879.49 
PI4AoeBudvet——Payment. of INOS) 2sscs-s2-cse--no cence cen ee eeeee = 53,188.27 
LOCA EVO CELT) Us meee ate tee tre see A rene ee ee eee oo eo 348,384.77 
439,967.86 
DISBURSEMENTS 
TROGOMete 1 EEE OS LS mene ns mete ete er ee A) ete gues ne hak eee 354,833.36 
ibeyesnmupraaol Abeer hac wedstsi) wk al eee meee, SORE ns eh oe ert 580.89 
Ren dmtOmOOUuntyOLe Un One oes eer ee: ee eee 15,000.00 
MENON, CLACTIUMEINO COR MAT C Weert osteo we igs me ane ag ce ee ne 53,188.27 
CHOC COTTIER ONC Seek tater ate. be an eee es ai on ogi ete see 3,000.00 
MiCHULTS TIVES TN Oe ACCOUNTS retention fe a wd ce eres ee 4,848.84 
ROE LPLDIS DUTSeIMeGI tg meets ete eee ee ey ee ee 431,451.36 
Gachwmsalance——b ecem ber sil wl 0.4 9 peste see pee ees nero eee 8,516.50 
439,967.86 
ANALYSIS OF CASH BALANCE 
Capital _ Improvement Fund and Reserve 
fore Downe Payvmentss—Unpled eed Wee ec. csceccecc ree see eee c= ee 21,477.46 
Oenyeub esi CSYi pat Cb Tee eM eee eit, Mc a aM Se is Se ae ee ee er or ee 7,228.80 
WoORtmOLE LM pro vementse ine LrOSTCSS mesg ee. eee ea eee mes 20,189.76 
8,516.50 
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TRUST ACCOUNT 
BALANCE SHEET 


as of 
January December 
Ist, 1949 31st, 1949 
ASSETS 
Gash (ce Sek ee ee ee eee sie tee et 28,d00s1e 61,876.56 
IASSESSMMENCS Ve COL) ree re eae ee ee eee 32,151.50 VTS 28200. 
Deferred” Charen won ee oe es re a ane ee ee ee 3,455.61 360.00 
Investment s==—lis Ur eva Cee EiUl T Clee eee ee eee 15,000.00 15,000.00: 
78,943.84 94,565.97 
LIABILITIES 
Assessment? Cashy Surplus” hiss 22 eee noses eee oe ee ee ee eee 6,617.29 8,010.52 
Miscellaneous) clr wstac Hii Cs in tee stot sorte tee ree a ee en 2,358.35 Ae, eo 
Reserve’ for) Compensation lnsuran C Ga esters cee ee es eee 27,003.95 24,923.15 
A Ssessment eNotes Lay. alone es eee ee ee ee 42,964.25 18,659.49 
78,943.84 94,565.07 
TRUST ACCOUNT 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
RECEIPTS Debit Credit 
Cash eB alam Ce—— J ATUULELTy, eles yeL rAlO eae ea green ee 28,336.73 
Assessments sReceiva blew esos eae acre ee eas eee 26,342.48 
1949s Budveturd pprGpria tion: se ee ee eee 3,455.61 
From Capital Account— 
ASsessment =p SUL DIUS UE en eee ee ee eee eee eee 4,848.84 
Miscellaneousy Eun Gis Ale COUTIM Sep tee eee ee eee eee 41,458.83 
Reserve. s1OLe Conpensa tion! 1S isa 11C ean eee ree eee 5,168.05 
Assessment MiNotes AlssSwedwe we. teh tees See eee eee ee ee eee 11,879.49 93,154.00 
121,490.73 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Payment to Capital Account 
for) Assessments = Conti rimmed tesco eee et ee eee Se eee 11,879.49 
To Current Account—Assessment Cash Surplus ................-.-..------- 3,455.61 
Ma'scellaneoirsis Hie Ce OUTS eee eee ee eee 845.27 
Reserve for¥iCompensations Insurance gets eee eee 7,249.55 
Assessment) NotesoPaid! (22-0 5.5 ee ee eee 86,184.25 59,614.17 
Gash #Balance——December! 3 15. 1.9: 4:9 ee eee eee =f 61,876.56 
121,490.73 
STATEMENT OF WELFARE FUND IP.GsOsI Me AB: 
Debit Credit 
CashyBalance—-Januarys) Lmh94 0 Peres eee ee 9,579.18 
Receipts: 
19495. City A ppropridtlO nl poet ee ee ee ee 60,000.00 
State sof NewsJ erse ype Fe tr ae POPE ay Oe Le ee ee eee 30,874.28 
Others Municipalities and eke fun cd cue ee ee 4,332.21 
Disbursements: 
L948 and 949 Relietieess 5 pe ann ee ae ee See eee 96,928.52 
Gash* Balance——December, 31.1949 "Ss ee 7,854.10 
104,782.62 104,782.62 
STATEMENT OF DOG FUND EXHIBIT E 
Debit Credit 
Wash; Balance-——January 1.01949, 222) 3) eae Se ee 7,454.74 
Receipts: 
Dog licenses ta. 1.7 cor ates ees ee ee ee 6,210.50 
Redemption’ of: Doesae eae tg eee SO eee 147.50 
Refunds ti = eee OE Eg Roe Oe ar eee ee ee 16.50 
Disbursements: 
Operating: Expenses 2% tp ee a ee ee 8,417.58 
Anti-Rabiew Glini¢ 6 = ft ee eo Re eee ee ee 610.02 
N2 pla state | Board “of! Healthy oo Sess 2 eee eee 679.50 
Cash Balance—Decemher .$1,.1949 2... 2) A eh 4,122.14 
13,829.24 13,829.24 


EXHIBIT C 


STATEMENT OF FEDERAL HOUSING FUND 


EXHIBIT F 


Debit Credit 
Gash balance——J aAnUAT Vans 1940 ce ene ee ee ee NL At, RE 10,804.12 
Receipts: 
[eric al sak CL Co meen ee ee ter RA A ee Ee SR Se a eee oe 21,572.46 
Disbursements: 
SE EASIER, (nse hee pts ae ear a a i te a ae ine ie ete 2,760.00 
iPaiel Crise cue Televansbray tel ott JV One WEB MEO ee Pe 3,906.98 
TET aR AL Cah. SOS ais Ps ees ee Gee Pe OS ree cn cee ee SRE ee OCR eae ee Sen ae 1,275.00 
WEN Ere S DENSE States Scores eee See ree eee en RL OS eee 6,466.54 
Earned Income Paid Federal Housing ...-..2.........----..---------------- 11,795.12 
@achwbalance—-December (31.7 W949) aeons a acca ese eee ene eee 6,172.94 
32,376.58 32,016.08 
STATEMENT OF STATE HOUSING FUND EXHIBLE  G 
Debit Credit 
CaSMMaANnCe=—AANUATY gal. 194 Oe coco cererss scape cess acd ween eso sehen et eee 4,348.31 
Receipts: 
PEVerTAG sail SOMO iG C RaW tt eee eae ae Ma ee eee e ay ek eee de oy ee ea 9,681.00 
Disbursements: 
Mian Cruse COMMISSION § cceccs feo oF 3 aoe ae a ein Sosa oan Sees ae aes oan OO 472.95 
Paid City of Plainfield for rental of 
FaTT Cae LC Us OL Gee AROS ee eee es pa ees Sak ee ee ee 2,400.00 
Share of Income to 9-30-49: 
STATO LENG Wied CL SC Vig eee acne a a ine eee et 2 A eee 3,021.09 
CiiveOleek aintie] di mee oe ee ee Se ee on Pee eee! 361.66 
CONAETR” Up a ayy EVENS, RL Re es ee ey Pete ER SS Ne ek ee eee Une tal aAe! 
@ashmbalance—-December 315, 19:49 eanceoocc n cecc ccc cctccteeeesccaseee 5,495.57 
14,029.31 14,029.31 


REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
APRIL 1949 TO DECEMBER 1949 


To The Honorable Mayor and Common Council 
City of Plainfield 
New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 


As the close of the year approaches, we believe it to be proper that 
a report covering the activities of the Planning Board, as now constituted, 
be placed before you for your consideration. The following report, for 
convenience, is reduced to a summary so that you may have a knowledge 
of the subjects considered by the Board without all of the incidental 
discussions and details. 


From the beginning it has been the policy of the Board to gain the 
interest of as many organizations and citizen groups as possible in the 
work of the Board. To this end many organizations and individual citizens 
have been invited to the meetings and an expression of their viewpoint 
encouraged. An excellent spirit of interest and co-operation has been shown 
by all who have heard an explanation of the objectives of the Board. In 
this connection, the Board has emphasized constantly that the work of city 
planning is fundamentally an effort to foresee the development and changes 
in our city and its problems for twenty-five or more years in the future, 
and to attempt to plan for such development and required changes in the 
most economical manner possible. 


On May 4th a meeting of the Board was held with the members of the 
Board of Education wherein many phases of the school development were 
discussed and the Planning Board pointed out to the Board of Education 
that many construction and re-construction projects are facing the city 
in the immanent future due to growth, obsolescence and the stagnation in 
improvement during the war will require large expenditures. The Planning 
Board requested the Board of Education to hold their requests for con- 
struction funds to the lowest possible figure consistent with thoroughly 
modern and completely functional school structures without undue elabora- 
tion. 


The Planning Board further proposed, as a possible solution to the 
present overcrowding of school buildings, the construction of small resi- 
dential type “neighborhood schools” to include grades from Kindergarten 
to Third grade. Such schools have the advantage of low cost, and conven- 
ience to the homes for the very small child. One story buildings, rather than 
multi-story were also suggested as being lower in cost. 


The school board presented comprehensive charts and studies indicating 
the expected increase of school population up until the year 1960, and their 
plans for the accommodation of such an increase. The school board esti- 
mated the construction funds required to complete their program in the 
next ten years to be from $3,500,000.00 to $4,000,000.00. 


On May 25th the Board met with the Councilmanic Committee of the 
Department of Public Works. The re-construction and new construction of 
sewers, streets and other facilities under this Department, as shown in a 
comprehensive report prepared by Mr. Bush involved expenditures of ap- 
proximately $3,000,000.00 within the next ten years. Much of this is due 
to withholding construction during the war. In this amount, nothing is 
provided for some of the necessary changes in streets, etc. as have been 
developed by the Planning Board in its traffic street plan, to relieve traffic 
congestion. These studies of traffic flow, regulation, arterial streets, etc. 
are practically complete. 


On June 15th a report to the Planning Board and to the Councilmanic 
Committee of the Department of Public Buildings was made by three Plan- 
ning Board members who had attended a meeting at the University of Penn- 
sylvania in Philadelphia wherein discussions by recognized authorities in 
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city planning were held. The Planning Board then discussed with the Coun- 
cilmanic Committee a better disposition of some of the present city owned 
and occupied buildings, possible new fire stations and police headquarters to- 
gether with other city structures. These subjects were thoroughly analyzed 
in this meeting and the Planning Board is prepared to advise the Council 
whenever requested. 


On June 28th the Planning Board met for a hearing of proponents and 
and opponents of the proposed Leland Garden Apartments, and the houses 
on the same plot, in accordance with the request of the Common Council. 
Since much of this subject had been decided by the predecessors of the 
present Planning Board, the opinions of this Board were to some extent 
limited by that which had gone before. 


On June 29th the Planning Board met with Mr. Oliver A. Deakin, Park- 
way Engineer with the New Jersey State Highway Department. The dis- 
cussion revolved around the inclusion of ramps, or other means of egress 
and ingress, to the new Parkway No. 4 now under construction by the 
State Highway Department. The Planning Board urged that such ramps 
be located convenient to Plainfield and its nearby communities, although 
no such convenient ramps are now included in the plans for Parkway No. 4. 
This proposal to include such ramps in their construction program is still 
under consideration by the State Highway Department. Without such 
ramps it will be rather difficult for the people of this area to enter or 
leave the new Parkway No. 4 which when completed will extend from the 
Palisades to Cape May. 


On July ist, the Board met with representatives of the owners of 
Leland Garden Apartments and houses and approved with revisions the 
plans submitted in accordance with the ordinance adopted by the Council 
creating a modified D zone, provided that a bond in the amount of $50,000.00 
be posted by the owners of the proposed structures to guarantee faithful 
completion of the project in accordance with the approved plans as re- 
vised and the laws. 


On July 11th the Board met with the representatives of the State 
Water Policy Commission and the Union County Park Commission with 
reference to the control of floods in Greenbrook. The Water Policy Com- 
mission requested that steps be taken to prevent encroachment upon the 
natural retaining basins of Greenbrook by future construction or sub- 
division development. A suggestion was made that the Union County Park 
Commission take over and develop parks along Greenbrook in the areas 
of such retaining basins. As a result of this meeting and the data pre- 
sented by the State Water Policy Commission, the Planning Board adopted 
a resolution opposing the construction of any building structure spanning 
Greenbrook because such structure will aggravate flooding. 


On August 4th the Planning Board met with the Superintendent of 
Schools, at his request, in a discussion of the proposed school building 
program. Also, the Finance Committee of the Council requested the Plan- 
ning Board to study the subjects of refuse disposal, the purchase of the 
railroad station property on Fourth Street and the widening of Arlington 
Avenue. At this meeting the Planning Board adopted resolutions recom- 
mending to the Common Council that an ordinance be adopted to prohibit 
the erection of over-hanging projecting signs, also a resolution recom- 
mending to the Common Council the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting 
plantings, fences and buildings close to the intersection of streets, also 
a resolution requesting Council to communicate with the Jersey Central 
Railroad and open the subject of the widening of the underpasses at Park 
Avenue and Watchung Avenue. 


On August 17th the Board met with representatives of the City 
Engineering office regarding the proposed widening of Arlington Avenue 
from 4th Street to 9th Street. The widening to 70 feet as proposed would 
necessitate the purchase of a portion of all property on the west side of 
Arlington Avenue between 4th and 9th Streets. The Planning Board voted 
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against such a widening program because of the large expenditure re- 
quired for property and the many disadvantages of this proposal and 
recommended that the widening of Arlington Avenue be held to a width 
consistent with a neighborhood street rather than that of a minor arterial 
street. 


On August 30th the Planning Board again met with the Board of 
Education for a review of the plans of the proposed Irving School. Since 
the plans were entirely completed when presented at this meeting, the 
Planning Board was extremely limited in the proposals which they might 
have made regarding this building. However, the Planning Board pointed 
out to the members of the Board of Education that the location of the 
new building as shown on the plot plan would not allow for a proper 
widening of both Fourth Street and Clinton Avenue, as will be required 
in the future. The Board of Education agreed with this proposal of the 
Planning Board and it was decided that the new building will be located 
a distance of 20 feet additional from both Clinton Avenue and Fourth 
Street beyond that which had been originally planned. 


On September 10th the Planning Board toured the entire city and 
visited all of the city owned tax delinquent properties. On September 13th 
the Planning Board recommended to the Common Council the disposition 
of all of the city owned tax delinquent properties recommending that certain 
properties be held for future use. of the city and others to be disposed of 
as the Council might desire. 


A representative of the Planning Board reported on the hearing of the 
State Water Policy Commission regarding the proposed structure over 
Greenbrook at Watchung Avenue. The hearing had been held in Trenton 
with a member of the Planning Board present. The Board also, at this meet- 
ing, requested the Board of Education to present plans for the proposed 
Franklin School in order that same might be studied. Federal and State 
aid toward public housing was also studied at this time. 


On September 20th the Board received first reports from, its committee 
assigned on the subject of refuse disposal. Communications have been sent 
to the Department of the Army regarding the possible acquisition of the 
incinerators at Camp Kilmer. 


Investigation by a Board committee was also started on the subject of 
low rent housing. A proposal for the creation of a city beautification 
committee as an adjunct to the Board was adopted. 


A communication from the Chamber of Commerce regarding additional 
off-street parking lots was received. The tentative plan showing the de- 
velopment of future traffic arteries through the city, including methods of 
re-routing traffic and street widening was submitted for study. A Board 
committee report regarding the location of future fire stations was received. 


_On September 27th the Board visited Camp Kilmer to inspect the 
incinerators and obtain data on their operation. 


On October 1st the Planning Board toured the city and examined 
property for the purpose of ascertaining locations of sub-standard houses 
and the possible site for the erection of new rent houses. 


On October 8th the Planning Board visited the site of the Leland 
Garden Apartments to investigate the progress of this project and to de- 
termine that the structures conform to the approved plans. It was found 
that the deviations from the approved plans were slight and the interested 
citizens accepted the necessity for the minor changes. 


On October 10th the Board met with the Councilmanic Committee of 
the Department of Public Works wherein the widening of streets, disposal 
of retuse, traffic signs, flood control and the providing and placing of 
directional signs at the out-skirts of Plainfield were discussed. The pos- 
sible purchase of the railroad property on Fourth Street was deferred until 
an evaluation of said property could be obtained. 
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On October 19th a resolution was sent to the Common Council recom- 
mending the erection and locations for directional signs within and near 
Plainfield, also requesting the Chamber of Commerce and the State Highway 
Department to erect additional signs along Highway 29 indicating entrances 
to Plainfield. A further report was made regarding refuse disposal. A 
proposal by the Board committee that the surrounding communities be 
requested to meet with the Planning Board to consider a joint refuse dis- 
posal system was approved. Communications were sent to the nearby com- 
munities and cities requesting an expression from them regarding this 
proposal. A report to the Board indicated that the plans for the new 
Franklin School are practically complete, but the same have not been 
referred to the Planning Board for suggestions. A further study of the 
proposed traffic artery plan resulted in several revisions and a means for 
enlarged maps of same developed. 


On November 2nd the Board was pleased to learn that the Common 
Council had agreed with their recommendation regarding a communication 
to the Central Railroad of New Jersey relative to the underpasses on 
Watchung Avenue and Park Avenue. A letter of commendation of the 
Planning Board was received from the Chamber of Commerce. 


Partially because of. the activities of the Planning Board, the owners 
of the houses on the Leland Garden site submitted revised plans for the 
houses to be built on Leland Avenue and Front Street. The revised plans 
show somewhat larger and more attractive houses. 


Study of sites for an additional parking lot in the west end of the 
business section was undertaken by a committee of the Board and definite 
recommendations on this subject will be available within a short time. 
It was decided to invite a representative of the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion to a subsequent meeting in order to obtain first hand information 
regarding the Federal Housing Program. Communications were received 
from the Army District Engineer regarding the incinerators at Camp 
Kilmer, stating that bid forms would be sent out by the Army when ready. 
A communication from a large industry, outside of Plainfield, requesting 
consideration of them as joint users of any refuse disposal plant which 
may be eventually developed was received. 


On November 15th the Planning Board considered a drawing prepared 
by a member of the Board for the relief of traffic congestion at Front Street, 
Somerset Street and Park Avenue. The proposed plan indicated the use of 
a three-way traffic signal as providing temporary relief. This, however, 
would not be a long term solution. The State Highway Department notified 
the Board that studies were being made of the possibility of ramps to 
Parkway No. 4 at.a point convenient to Plainfield and surrounding com- 
munities. 


In conjunction with the Councilmanic Committee of the Department of 
Public Works, the Planning Board met with officials of the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey and outlined to them the proposal for widening the under- 
passes at Park Avenue and Watchung Avenue and were informed that the 
Railroad was willing to co-operate and we could expect their best efforts 
to comply with the plans which will be proposed by the Board for the 
widening of these underpasses and the elimination of the traffic hazards 
involved. 


On November 23rd the Board met with the Councilman Committee 
on Housing, also representatives of War Veterans and other organizations 
and heard Mr. John A. Kervick of the Federal Housing Administration 
give a complete explanation of the operation of the Federal Housing laws 
as they pertain to low rent housing, city re-development and elimination 
of sub-standard housing. 


On December 2nd a committee of the Board and representatives of the 
Health and Engineering Departments together with Mr. F. A. Blaine of 
the Federal Housing Administration surveyed the sub-standard housing in 
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the City. The purpose was to determine the amount of sub-standard housing 
and the possibility of Federal assistance toward abolishing any existing. 


On December 7th the Board met with the City Beautification Committee, 
newly appointed by the Mayor, and suggested a plan of operation and 
numerous sites where this committee might undertake efforts to beautify 
the city. 


On December 14th the Board and representatives of various city 
departments met with representatives of the Traffic Safety Council and 
State Traffic officials for a study of all phases of traffic movement and 
control. The Board also discussed public housing, street lighting and re- 
viewed this report. 


At the present time the Planning Board, through the numerous meet- 
ings and expression of views, has reached the joint where it is in a position 
to start the first phase of a formal city plan in which the future growth, 
changes, development and re-development of the city will be incorporated 
for the guidance of all activities affecting the future welfare, economy. 
comfort and beauty of the city. In order that these months of research, 
inquiry and study by the Planning Board may produce concrete solutions 
to many problems now existing in the community, the Board is dependent 
upon the good will, the breadth of vision and the desire to co-operate 
in this program on the part of the members of the Common Council and 
the majority of the citizens of the city. The Planning Board is grateful for 
the enthusiastic support it has received from all sources during the past 
nine months and hopes to continue its work for the benefit of the whole 
city. : 


All of the activities indicated in the foregoing report have been de- 
veloped by your Planning Board with no expenditure of funds from the city 
treasury, excepting stenographic and postage costs, although the Board 
members personally have had expenses in the investigations and the 
accumulation of data to carry on toward their objectives. 


We trust that the Honorable Mayor and members of the Common 
Council will view the efforts of the members of the Planning Board with 
favor. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PLAINFIELD PLANNING BOARD 


George F. Brigance 

Eugene H. Gilman 

Hon. Carlyle W. Crane 

Oscar O. Kuentz 

William G. McDowell 
Frederic H. Wright 

John L. McDermott, Chairman 
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